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XHE young man, of whose talents and 
exertions in the discharge of the duties 
of the ministerial office, the following 
Discourses are necessarily an imperfect 
specimen, was the only son of the late 
Reverend James Ramsay, Minister of 
the parish of Maderty, in the presbytery 
of Auchterarder, Perthshire, and of Julia 
Wright, daughter of the late Reverend 
Mr Wright, Minister of thp parish of 
Newburgh, Fifeshire. He was the se- 
cond child of a family, consisting of 
three, and was bom on the 30th August 
1791. Two generations had witnessed 
a succession of able and zealous teachers 
of the gospel from the same family ; and 
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his parents were anxious, from the com- 
mencement of arrangements for his pro- 
fession in life, that in him, if it should 
please God to extend his life to a period 
of usefulness, the same line should be 
continued. These prospective plans were 
seconded by the inclinations of their son, 
who early formed the resolution, from 
which he at no time deviated, of devoting 
himself to the spiritual service of that 
God, by whose love, evinced to mankind 
in the Lord Jesus, the souls of believers 
are saved ; and of that Church of Christy 
of which his father and grandfather had 
been such respectable ministers. Of 
course, every step was, as he progressive- 
ly advanced to maturity, successively ta- 
ken, to qualify him, under divine grace» 
for the performance of the important ob- 
ligations and duties which are embraced 
under the clerical profession. 

The elementary part of his education 
was conducted, under the eye of his fa- 
ther, at the parochial school, where a 
competent portion of classical knowledge 
preparatory to, and requisite for his at- 
tendance at College was attained; and 
there his attention and diligence afford- 
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ed a favourable omen of the progress, 
which, with more mature faculties, might 
be anticipated. A vacancy having oc- 
curred in a bursary, to which persons 
of the name of Ramsay had, in the ori-^ 
ginal destination of the fund, a prior 
claim, and being by the application of 
friends secured to him, he was, at the 
early age of twelve, entered, in October 

1803, a student of the Old or Philoso- 
phy College of St Andrew's. This bur- 
sary had the superior advantage of last- 
ing during a course of philosophy and of 
cKvinity, which usually consists of four 
years each. During the winters of 1803, 

1804, 1805 and 1806, he pursued the 
studies of the ancient languages, mathe- 
matics and philosophy, with the high 
approbation of the various professors, of 
which their certificates of attendance 
and character bore ample testimony. 
From the early age at which he went 
to College, having, after going through 
the regular course of education, a year 
to spare at its conclusion, before, by 
the regulations of the Church of Scot^ 
land, he could be admitted to probation- 
ary trials, his father judged it expedient, 
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in the session of ISOT^ that he should re* 
trace the higher branches of study thro' 
which he had already passed, while, at the 
same time, without enrolment, he gave 
attendance upon the lectures on theology, 
delivered in the New, or Mary's College 
of St Andrew's. In winter 1808, he was 
enrolled a student of divinity ; and during 
that session, and those of 1809-10-11, 
he steadily persevered, under the tuition 
of the late Dr George Hill, who was then 
Principal and first lecturer on divinity, 
and the other able Professors who then 
had charge of the different departments 
of education in that University, to follow 
out his preparatory studies for the minis- 
try; and at their termination, brought 
home to his aged parent, (his mother 
and elder sister by this time being dead,) 
the most favourable testimonials of abi- 
lity, exertion, and success. In the pri- 
vate society of St Andrew's, he was held 
in general estimation. The vivacity and 
frankness of his manners, the warmth of 
his feelings, and the uniform propriety 
of his conduct, made him a favourite with 
every family ; and there he laid the foun- 
dation of a close and intimate friendship 
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with many, which ended only with his 
life. 

Having still, upon his return to his 
native place, more than six months, on 
account of his age, before he could, ac- 
cording to the acts of the General As- 
sembly, be admitted upon probationary 
trials by the Presbjrtery, and fiilly a year, 
even upon the most expeditious proce- 
dure, before he could be licensed to 
preach the gospel, his &ther resolved 
upon sending him, in winter 1812, to 
the College of Edinburgh, where his 
time was devoted to some additional stu- 
dies which could not be had at St An- 
drew's. At the same time, however, as 
the infirmities of age were now begin- 
ning seriously to affect the health of his 
father, no time was lost in following the 
usual course of examination and trial, 
previous to his being empowered to ex- 
^cise the functions of the holy minis- 
try, before the Presbytery of Auchterar- 
der. During the winter of 1812, and 
spring of 1813, every preparatory step 
prescribed by law was gone through ; and 
on the 4th of May of the latter year, he 
was admitted as a probationer of the 
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Church, and licensed to preach the gos* 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The fruits of his long course of stu- 
dy were now to be reaped, — the hopes 
of his aged parent, and of all his friends, 
were now to be realized Nor were 
they disappointed. The display of ta- 
lent and knowledge in his composition, 
the energy of his address, and the distinct- 
ness of his utterance, gratified the most 
ardent expectation. The reception he 
met with, not merely in his own district 
where partiality might influence, but in 
all places, and from every class of hear- 
ers, was indeed flattering. These early 
marks of public approbation, so far from 
lessening his exertions, or deadening his 
ardour, to render his knowledge more 
extensive and his qualifications more user 
ful, by those feelings of self-complacency 
and vanity to which human nature at 
that age and in these circumstances is so 
prone, rather tended to encourage and 
stimulate him in the exercise of all those 
means, whereby, under the divine bless- 
ing, his natural endowments and his ac- 
quired improvements might conduce to 
farther usefulness. 
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/From the time of his being licensed* 
much df the public duty of the parish 
devolved upon him. The weakness of 
age, hastened by slow consuming dis- 
tress, had nearly rendered his father un- 
fit for the arduous service of the pulpit 
This his son directly supplied. Nor is 
this to be supposed an easy tasL In 
that part of Scotland it is customary, in 
the forenoon of each Sabbath, to give 
two discourses, and in the afternoon one 
discourse, during the summer half of the 
year. This must have presented to one 
so recently licensed, difficulties of no 
ordinary kind, and enforced a most rigid 
application to study. These labours were, 
under a gracious Providence, softened 
and made delightftd by the pleasing re- 
flection, that he was thereby rendering 
more easy and tranquil the last days of 
a beloved parent ; and also, that in their 
performance he was so acceptable to all 
ranks of people in the parish. 

The parishioners, experiencing so much 
good from the ability and zeal with which 
he officiated amongst them, attached to 
him, not merely as one filling up the line 
of pastors, underwhose ministrations they 
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and their forefathers had with satisfaction 
and improvement sat, but as one who from 
infancy had been brought up amongst 
them, and kindly mingled in all their 
joys and sorrows, were most anxious for 
his appiontment as helper and successor 
to his father. This expression of their ap- 
probation and attachment was most gra- 
tifying to his parent j and though he ne- 
ver saw it realized, yet it was a source of 
pleasing recollection, and of flattering 
expectation under Jiis increasing infirmi- 
ties, and the approaching prospect of dis- 
solution. This desire, on the part of the 
parishioners, was communicated to the 
patron, the Right Honourable Thomas 
Earl of Kinnoul, who, without directly 
refusing the request, declined compliance, 
upon the ground of never making any 
appointment during the lifetime of an 
incumbent 

Mr A. Ramsay steadily continued in 
the discharge of every duty, which, as a 
probationer of the Church, he was empow- 
ered to perform, during the remainder of 
his father's life, a period of three years 
and five months from the time he was 
licensed. This most able and zealous 
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minister of the Church of Christ, — most 
affectionate parent, — and upright mem- 
ber of society, at length terminated his 
useftd life, on the 1st of October 1816, 
with all the tranquillity and firmness of 
mind, assurance of faith, and elevation 
of hope, which only a believer in the 
Lord Jesus can feel. 

It was on this mournful occasion, and 
during this trying situation of his affairs, 
that the excellence of Mr Ramsay's cha- 
racter, the tenderness of his affections, 
and the general steadiness of his whole 
conduct became more apparent. He 
was now the last male person of a long 
established and respectable family, and 
the sole stay and support of an only sis- 
ter. The circumstances in which a Mi- 
nister of the Church of Scotland leaves 
his family are rarely opulent. During 
his incumbency, his means are sufficient 
to support with decent respectability the 
dignity of his office, and to give a good 
and liberal education to his children ; but 
when both are consulted, there is seldom 
a large remainder. In such a situation, 
thrown out of regular employment, and 
with means so exceedingly limited, and 
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while he was as yet undecided what moB^ 
sures to pursue, the affectionate regard 
of the parishioners of Maderty opened 
to Mr Ramsay the prospect of . an lior- 
nourable establishment, and delightfid 
occupation amongst them in the succes- 
sion to his fiither. Through the members 
of the session, they, inmiediately after the 
interment, communicated their earnest 
desire to have him as their minister ; ur- 
ged him, through every possible channel, 
to make application to the patron, and 
offered .their unanimous good-will and 
exertions in whatever way they might.be 
deemed most useful. Their anxiety up- 
on this head was indeed most honour- 
able, not merely to themselves or to him, 
but also to the religious establishment of 
their country, which thus unites its Mi- 
nisters, in the faithful discharge of their 
duty, with the kindliest affections of the 
people, and awakens feelings of mutual 
attachment, which more splendid estar* 
blishments, because in their ministrar- 
tions coming less home to the heart,— r 
less engaging the moral sympathies,^-T- 
and less supplying the spiritual wants of 
their flock, cannot command. For forty-r 
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tvro yea^ and a half^ ][i|9 grandfirtli^ 
hdd dispensed to llusir IbreiiitlLerB ^ tEe 
^ bri^ of Kfe." Ppr thirty^t^o y«ai» 
and a^ half, hijsi &t|ier .liad ac^ ainoiigst 
them in the: fiaxhe ^af^ed capacity^ both 
^ma^ly bdoved and r^pected. And 
mow, that the son was ready to unddc^ 
take, and by trial proved to be pompe- 
tmt to jnlfil, the same jboipoi^t duti^ 
how t^itittal ip tMm to express an ar- 
dent solicitude for his succession 1 A pe^ 
tition was, wilhoitt Mx Ramsay's l^p^r 
IjBdge, prepared,-^signed without except 
tidn by every householder in the parish^ 
r~and transpiittdd tg the patron. Thii; 
lEipplication was, in private^ seconded by 
every noblemen and proprietor in the 
neighbourhood,-— *by Lbrd Lynedock,-^*^ 
Sir Fete^ Murray, — General iSr David 
Baird,«*^ames Drummond, Esq. M. P, 
for the county, ^c^ !Qut ^ve^ expe^tfto? 
tion, certainly not ill warranted^i when hiisi 
interest was supported by such respedti? 
able and universal solicitation, was di^ 
rectly rendered hopelesij, by the patron^ 
in the exercise of his undoubted right, 
granting a presentation to another. IJF 
indeed $ny thing coiild^ to Mr Hamsay^ 
sofben the bitterness of this intelligence^ 
6 
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after the patron having . announced his 
determination to break in^ in the present 
instance^ on a practice whidi he concei- 
ved, if continued, might be brought to 
bear the construction of a claim of here- 
ditary succession, it was in his havings in 
the successor of his father, one with 
whom he had lived for many years in 
.habits of the most intimate £riendshi]^ 
and which remained uninterrupted to the 
hour of his death. 

That the disappointment was bitterly 
felt, is undoubted. To depart from the 
place of his birth, endeared to him by 
every tender recollection, and still more 
hallowed in his estimation by its being 
the scene where his forefathers had lived, 
ministered, and died, and to dissolve an 
union with a people, with whom from 
jn&ncy h^ had associated, and, still niore, 
amongst whom in his sacred vocation he 
had acted acceptably and successfully for 
more than three years, was anticipated 
with the most heart-rending pain. To 
go forth into the world with the slender 
provision which his father'3 death had 
left him, — to have an only sister totally 
dependant upon his exertions for support, 
—to be ignorant in what manner -tliese 
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were to be directed, or indeed where he 
was to obtain a holne, presented a pro- 
spect truly agonizitig. But in this lace- 
rated state of his feelings, he confided 
in that God, who hath promised to 
" preserve the fatherless 5'' and acted 
with that meekness of spirit, which 
marked the most implicit submission to 
the divine will, and trust in the divine 
goodness, and shewed the powerful in- 
fluence over his own heart of those doc- 
trines of religion which he had so short- 
ly, but so diligently taught. The disap- 
pointment was not less acutely felt by 
the parishioners of Maderty. But whp^t- 
ever feelings of dissatisfaction may have 
been in private entertained, every public 
symptom of them Mr Ramsay strenuous^ 
ly opposed ; and was unwearied iij pre- 
paring them for kindly and cordially re- 
ceiving their new minister, And if any 
remained, they soon were, afler the in- 
duction of Mr Touch, totally dispelled, 
by the suavity of his manners and the 
excellence of his preaching. 

His prospects at this time were indeed 
most unpromising. The sister and bro- 
ther mutually dreaded separation, and 
yet, any means which presented them- 
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selves, whereby he could obtam employ- 
ments threatened such an event* Hia 
friends offered to use every exertion to 
procure for hinj the situation of domestic 
tutor, or of assistant to some elderly 
clergyman* To these situations,^ in othef 
respects desirable, he was for the abov9 
reason averse. In such circumstances^ 
divine providence graciously interposed, 
and in the death of the Clerk of the Ge* 
neral Session of the four parishes of Perth, 
opened to him a situation of trifling ito- 
come indeed, but possessing the double 
advantage of affording some means of i{i*« 
dependence, and of gratifying his eam^ 
wish of continuing his residence with and 
protection to his sister. Hitherto that 
office had been held by a layman ; but 
ail application to the Magistrates by the 
ministers, that a probationer to the Church 
should be appointed, who might relieve 
them from the duty of the exercise on 
the Sunday evening, paved the way fo? 
his nomination. Tb this office he wad 
appointed during the winter of 1816»> 
1817 ; and in June of the latter year, he 
removed with his sister from the manse 
of Maderty to the toym of Perth. 
During the lemftiuing three years ojT 
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his short career^ he was actiyely employ-* 
ed in fulfilling the duties, secular and 
spiritual, of his new appointment As 
the former occupied but an inconsider- 
able portion of his time, much of his 
thoughts and labours were devoted in 
adding to his stock of knowledge as a 
Giristian teacher, and in preparing dis^ 
€X)urses for public delivery* The active 
and obliging turn of his mind made him 
a willing and ready assistant to all the 
clergy in the environs of Perth ; and 
every neighbouriug congregation can tes- 
tify the ability and energy with wbicb^ 
as a ministering servant of Christ, he 
urged the solemn and important trtitlui 
of the gospel. His zeal £br die honour 
of his God and Kedeemer, and his de- 
sire to oblige, induced him to make 
greater exertions than his constituti^i 
was capable of bearing, and which the 
activity of his mind, and the liveliness of 
his spirits, led him to continue much 
longer than was advisable^ But his course 
was now, in the allotments of providence, 
drawing to a termination. In the sum- 
mer of 1819, he was troubled with a 
coogh and pain in the breast, which occa* 
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sionaUy cailsed 'hiih contiiderable uneasi^; 
iess. SlEillvhoweveif, th]k)ughbut:the:sumf« 
wkr and itiitumo,: lie persevered iagivibg 
as usual his assistance at the sacraments, 
ifl ithb ndighbouring parishes, • : : 
I » ' Efefbce Kis complaint assumed a threat- 
ening: asp^v a* iprosjiect opiened^ in tjie 
vadancy of th^ West Church of Perthj^ 
by (the death of the Reverend Mr Kays 
wheireby : a ' stated ; appointment, : With « 
p^femanent independence, might beiob-; 
tame4«' This isituation was in the ^^of 
the Town-Coiincil of Perth. The jfriend- 
lj( intcrcburse he had always had. with 
mkny of its membersr—the general esti- 
mation in which he was by all ranks held, 
and. the .acceptable manner in which her 
was ifniv'ersally regarded as a preadieri 
erititled him, without presumption, to 
anticipate a favourable result The cler- 
gy, aiid persons of ihfluenbe, both in and 
out of council, came voluntarily forward 
offering their aid to promote his views ; 
and under divine providence every thing 
seemed in a favourable train to termi- 
nate his iJtate of severe labour and uncer- 
tain emolument^ -to direct his talents and 
exertioha in one line of usefulness, and 
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to reward his uniform integrity and zeal 
as a Christian teacher. His friends were 
sanguine, that from the experience he 
had acquired, he would, when all the 
knowledge and energy of his mind were 
directed to one object, and exercised 
upon one congregation, " prove himself 
^^ a workman that need not be ashamed, 
"rightly dividing the word of truth." 
But these pleasing speculations were de- 
stined never to be realized. The hand 
of death) in the mysterious arrangemeats 
of heaven, was upon him ; and any re- 
ward to which mortal friendship and af^ 
&ction might have considered him enti- 
tled, was not on earth to be conferred 
That Almighty Being, upon whose de- 
termination all depends, was pleased 
to arrest him on the noble course of 
Christian usefulness, to assign a brief 
period to the work which he had given 
him to do, and to take him to the parti* 
cipation of a more exalted state of exis- 
tence and happiness. 

On the first Sunday of November 1819, 
he made his last public appearance in 
the Church of Kinfauns, and little al- 
teration from his usual distinct utterance 
and fervour of address was observable^ 
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iat^eajed; and $A it was 4t;£ifet eJoiiiGei^ 
ted only to be an ihtense cold^ a confine^: 
itient to the house Was judged iMcessaa^i 
Nothing cf a &.tal nature wai^ either by 
Hitiiself or his friends, for a considerable 
titne^ anticipated. The flattering nature 
of aU consumptive complaints tended to 
cherish, in the ihtierval of Apparent im^ 
pf^vement, or rather cessation from more 
Violent uneasiness, the hope of restora** 
ti«n to hetdthi During these intervals^ 
iiis anxiety to qualify himself more per- 
fectly for the discharge of his ministerial 
fuhcticms, never fbr a moment abated* 
Hie state bf hia manuscripts sufficiently 
ihdicatibd his ardour in this respect, as 
there are amongst them ma^y sermons^ 
the plan of which he had sketched out^ 
leaving their completion to a state of 
convalescence. That, however^ he waa 
destined never to see: his complaint 
gradually assumed a more determinately 
fatal appearance : his weakness and dif-* 
ficulty of respiration increased; and at 
last it became apparent to his friends, 
and not unobserved by himself, that he 
was speedily to experience, in his own 
person, the truth of the saying of the in-* 
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spiiedcjpeiainan, ibsat f^ here we faate no 
<^ cotrtihuing dty/^ Still that event was 
&seseeii9 and its jtpproadi awaited with- 
oiit alarm ^emiilently evincing, in his 
own person, the influence of those doc^ 
trineB which he had so, zealously taught^ 
and of that hope of salvation he had so 
earnestly endeavoured to awaken and im-^ 
press upon others. Even when bowed 
down .under extreme weakness, still was 
he in that elasticity of heart natural to 
youth, joyous in the hope that he yiei 
mi^t, in the goodness of God, be re- 
stored to the exercise of his sacred du-* 
ties ; but if it should be otherwise al^ 
lotted, (and it was an alternative which he 
freely contemplated,) he was perfectly, 
resigned to his all*-wise disposal Fmth 
in Christ was to him as an ttnchor of the 
sool^ which spread tranquillity over all 
his thoughts, chearfulness over all his 
words, and actions, and hope and joy 
over all his future prospects* The inte^ 
rest he took in his friends and acquliin^ 
tances never ceased, and his inquiries re- 
gardixig them were affectionately partis 
cular. The firmness of his mind, in the 
prospect of his being removed, more e** 
pecially when his worldly views wet6 *i6w 
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luri^tei^ng from uncler those cbttmcr 
tioBS; whieh had- hidieiix> rendered* ithem 
dark and mnptomisiiiig, ' never alta^j 
and the joy. of soul with whidi he lcx)kied> 
£>rward iiito eternity^ remained nndimi^ 
nished^ The tenderness and idndness 
€^ his manner toward his attendflint8> was. 
never for a moment intermitted^ This 
was more particularly shewn in his be- 
haviour toward his sister, before wiiom 
ke endeavoured, by assuming more chear«* 
fiilness of manner and hope of life than 
he in truth dared to feel, to (X)nceal the 
ravages of disease, and beguile with the 
hope of his restoration to health. The 
<Hily time in which his feelings actually 
overcame him, and death bore to him an 
appalling aspect, was when anticipating^ 
afler his dissolution, her ibrlom and un- 
protected condition. But that humble 
and unshaken confidence which he pla- 
ced on his Almi^ty Creator and Sa- 
vioujr, Jed him to trust, that the same 
power, extended to his support and com-* 
fort on his bed of sickness and deaths 
would not fail toward her, or toward all 
who call in faith on him, in the day of 
trcHible. 
Though confiding, withoul; wavering, in 
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the mercies and promises of his Re* 
deemer, and experimentally acquainted 
with the consolations of the gospel, he 
was desirous^ as he found himself draw-* 
ing nigh to the termination of his mor* 
tal existence, for the attendance of a 
Christian brother arid friend* This was 
most chearfuUy afforded by the Reve* 
rend W. A. Thomson, one of the minis-* 
ters of Perth, who attended upon him 
with the kindness of a friend, and the 
interest of a ministering servant of the. 
Lord Jesus. Thus, strong in faith and 
joyous in hope, he^ with unimpaired fa-r 
eulties, and more exalted and purified 
affections, awaited the hour of deaths 
which came, without pain, on the morn- 
ing of the 2d March 1820« . 

The estimation in which he was held^ 
was strikingly apparent in the general 
regret expressed at his death. All ranks, 
united in their expressions of esteem and 
attachment, and in deploring the early 
departure of one whose dispositions 
and manners, whose talents and exer- 
tions, were so well fitted to conciliate 
and instruct The peculiar circumstan-; 
ces in which his departure .took place,, 
in respect to the inhabitants of Pertb^ 
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particttkrly excited tl^eir feelings* Ha- 
ving laboured for more than three years 
in a spiritual capacity amongst theni,*^ 
having during that time^ by his private 
qualities^ gained their afiections^^ and by 
his public appearances commanded their 
esteem, — and being in the near prospect 
of obtaining a permanent establishment 
in their city, he was almost instabtap- 
neously removed from amongst them» 
Every thing, — ^his youth, his manners, his 
abilities, his conduct,*~conspired to deep*- 
en their sorrow for his departure. What 
of respect^ earthly affection and friend- 
ship can pay to the cold remains of those 
who are beloved, was offered by them at 
his funeral on the 7th. A most nume* 
rous concourse of mourners of every 
cl^ss in society attended. The magis- 
trates, the established dergy and others 
of all persuasions, and the principal in- 
habitants of the town^ paid their last tri- 
bute of respect to his memory, by atr- 
tehding his corpse to the precincts of the 
town on the way to Maderty, in the bu- 
rial ground of which reposed the dust of 
many generations of his relatives. The 
reception which the inhabitants of his 
native parish gave to his remains, bore 
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the most ample testimony to his worth, 
and presented a scene so truly affecting, 
as can never be effaced from the memory 
of those who beheld it The whole tnale 
population, under the direction of the 
aged and respectable members of the 
session, drawn 'up in two lines, received, 
with heads uncovered, m mournful si? 
lence, the clay-cold body of their former 
companion, friend, ^nd pastor, and coih 
veyed it to the low and narrow hoiise. 

Few have at so early a period of life 
desctoded into the grave more univei^ 
sally regretted. There was in bis pe]r^ 
sonal appearance, and still mor^ in the 
frankness of his address^ something paiv 
ticularly attractive; and the more intl-f 
matdy he was known, the more these 
external graces were found to be the ger 
nuine dictates of the kindness and sinohi- 
pliqity of his heart. Peifectly devoid df 
every inclination to envy or detraction, 
he was scarcely ever heard to utter an 
expression of ill-will or abuse. Though 
in the course of his life he encountered 
the opposition, and even the unmerited 
reproach of many, yet seldom was h0 
known to indulge in any word, and n^ 
ver in any act, of retsiliation^ The foxw 
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I^ftrance which in such cireumsbnices 
he exercised, was formed upon the ex- 
ftmple of Him, ^^ who, when reviled, re<> 
^ viled not again,, and when persecuted^ 
^ threatened not." His behaviour, as 
a son and brother, was most a£6ectionate. 
His attachment to his friends was warm 
and permanent ; and in every opportanitj 
presented, of promoting their good, ht 
was most active and persevering. 

His excellence as a public speaker 
was of no ordinary kind. His clearness 
in comprehending his subject, and dis*- 
iinctness in the mode of unfolding it to 
others, were seconded by a retentive and 
ieady memory, which gave freedom to a 
delivery at once solemn and animated. 
His voice,, clear and strong, well tdrref 
sponded with the energy of his addrete $ 
and if any retired displeased with; the 
doctrine^ or offended with the composi- 
tion of his discourses, none coiild find 
fault, either with the sincerity of heart 
or earnestness of manner displayed by 
the preacher. 

Of his talents, the discourses now pub^ 
lished afford imperfect evidence. They 
were never intended for publication, and 
the duty undertaken in preparing them 



MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR* XXXI 

for the press was r^arded as too sacred 
to allow any farther interference with 
their plan and execution^ than merely to 
correct any slight inaccuracy of exprea- 
aton^ whichf ad<nitted^ in the hurry o£ 
composition, had inadvertently been per- 
.mitted to remain. The notes and cor- 
-rections which they have occasionally in^ 
terspersed through them, mark the gra^- 
dual improvement of his intellectual 
powers^ and extension of hisi religious 
knowledge^ and afford a favourable pre- 
sentimait of what may have been ex- 
pected from more leisure^ improved fa- 
culties, and regularly directed exertion. 
All of them, however, evince his exten- 
sive acquaintance with scripture, the 
soundness of his religious views, and the 
evangelical turn of his mind. . Strenuous 
in upholding the righteousness of Christ, 
as the sole means of pardon and salva- 
tion to a sinful world, he ceased not to 
impress upon believers the necessity of 
conjoining with their faith and love to 
the Saviour,''-^that ** holiness, without 
^ which no man shall see the Lord." 

The number of. subscribers for thb 
wotk has ^r exceeded the most sanguine 
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calculation^ This, no doubts is int pa^ 
to be ascribed to the zeal and adil^y^of 
those friends who kindly uodeittpok to 
forward the measure; but f^t the same 
time it bears noi small testimony. to the 
iexcellency of Mr RamsayTs obiitaoter# in- 
dicating the general eateem in! whti^f 
during life, he was hdld, arid :tlie^ re- 
gret felt lit )iis death/ fo his relaliQiH! 
and acquaintances^ this publication wil| 
be hailed as the memorial of ^; friend, 
whose many excellencies cantiot sopd 
be foigotteq. To those who bare sat 
under bis ministry, and who wiU r^cogr 
nise in it many discourses which they 
heard with approbation, it will excite 
recollections which cannot fail tp be 
productive of lasting good, whUe it pre- 
sents truths, that powerfully tepd to qua- 
lify for the observance of every moral and 
spiritual obligation in time, and to pre- 
pare for eternity* And to a|l who havie 
subscribed for this work, it must cer- 
tainly afford a gratification pf the purest 
kipd, that while they are possessing 
themselves of a source of valuable in- 
struction, they are at the same time con- 
tributing to the pomfort c^ the only sur- 
viving member of the Author's fiunily*^. 
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PSALM t-XXXIV. 

1 How amiable are thy tabernacles^ O Lardl 
/ 



2 My soul hngeth, yea^ even famtetk^ Jim 
ihe courts qfihe Lord ; my heart and myjksh 
crieth out for the living God. 

3 Yea^ the sparrow hath Jfoy^d an house^ 
and the shallow a nest for herself^ where she may 
lay her yovngy even thine altars^ O Lbrd qf 
hostSf my King, and my Ood. 

4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house ; 
Aey will be still praising thee, Selafu 

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee ; 
m whose heart are the ways qfthenu 

6 Who passing through the valky of Baca 
make it a Well ; the rain alsoflleth the pools. 

7 They go from strength to strength ; every 
pne qfthem in Z^on appeareth before Ood* 

8 O Lord God qf hosts, hear my prayer ^ 
she ear, O God of Jacoh Selah. 

9 Behold, O God, our Shield, md look upon 
the face qftfdne Anointed. 
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10 JPor a day in thy courts is better than a 
thousand : I had rather be a door-keeper in the 
house qf my God^ than to dwell in the tents qf 
wickedness* 

1 1 For the Lord God is a sun and shield ; the 
Lord will give grace and glory : no good thing 
will he withholdjircm them that walk uprightly. 

12 O Lord ofhostSj blessed is the man that 
trusteth in thee. 

JLhe Book of Psalms is a portion of 
Scripture, with which every devout miqd 
is peculiarly delighted. It consists of 
hymns, mostly composed by David, King 
of Israel, one of the most pious characters 
of antiquity. While yet a stripling with 
his father's flocks, he rejoiced to contem- 
plate the perfections of God in the his- 
tory of his ancestors and the WQrks of 
creation, and to celebrate these perfec- 
tions in those sweet and enchanting layd 
'whrch flowed spontaneously from a youth- 
ful ^fttocy Arid k^f(ftelittg hekrt It was then, 
ntfdbubt, lie deceived those deep and lite^ 
ly iitfi)ire^sic«is ofifeligiott that he ifetain- 
ed through life, and which, according to 
the various situations in which he was 
placed, gave rise to those bymps of praise. 
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of gratitildei of cootqtion and pious fer-» 
vouFi which Christians in all ages have so 
often read, and with which they have been 
90 often affected* 

When David had been elevated from 
the fold to the throne, so far from forget-p 
tiqg to whom he owed his greatness, as 
happens too frequently with ungrateful 
man, his piety became more fervent and 
conspicuous by his exaltation. * He who, 
in the retired vale ov extensive plain, 
sung, when tending his flocks, the praises 
pf his God, reckoned it, after being raised 
to the throne, hisgreatesthopour to appear 
in the public worship of the Almighty, and 
to be the foremost of his subjects in bend« 
ing the knee to the King of Kings. 

The Fsalm we have now read shews, in 
a manner truly affecting, the fervour of 
David's piety. Driven from Jerusalem 
by the conspiracy of his beloved son Ab- 
aalom ;--Kieprived of the privilege and 
consolation of pouring out his feelings in 
the house of Ood ;r*4ie recalls to his 
mind the sweet and delightful moment^ 
he had enjoyed in that sacred place, what 
a source of consolation it had always been 
in the hour of distress, how often it had 
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composed his soul, alleviated his grief, 
and revived his confidence in heaven ; — 
and he reflects how happy he would now 
be, if, in his present forlorn and wretched 
situation, he were again permitted to 
taste the exalted pleasures of devotion in 
the services of the sanctuary. He there- 
fore exclaims in the first verse, *^ How a- 
" miable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
«^ hosts !" 

He h^d been dwelling in imagination 
on the house of God;-^he had been pray- 
ing, as it were, for the wings of a dove, 
that his soul might fly to it and be at rest ; 
and the very impossibility of reaching it, 
only serves to increase his desires, and in- 
flame his love. Often had the Psalmist 
of Israel rejoiced, when he beheld the ta- 
bernacles of the Lord of hosts. Ofi;en had 
every pious feeling of his soul been rou- 
sed when he approached them. Ofi:en 
had he been elevated, as it were, from 
earth to heaven, when he entered their 
doors, and appeared in the presence of 
his Maker ! But never did this seem so 
precious, so lovely in his estimation, as 
now when deprived of this delightful pri- 
vilege. Perhaps he thought that God had 
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thus afflicted him^ and banished him from 
his sanctuary, for not having sufficiently 
prized and valued his former advantages ; 
and he wished and resolved to be more 
warm and fervent in his future devotions. 
He seems here to have mourned over his 
situation, as on a former occasion, when 
he exclaimed, in these plaintive strains, 
^ As the hart panteth after the water- 
^^ brooks, so panteth my soul after thee^ 
** O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for 
•* the living God. When shall I come and 
•* appear before God in Sion !" 

Corresponding with these expressions 
of David, will be the sentiments of every 
devout .Christian at all seasons, but es- 
pecially when, like him, debarred by dis- 
tress from the house of God, and the ordi- 
nances of religion. Distress, my brethren, 
can melt the hardest heart, and produce 
lively sentiments of devotion in breasts 
that were almost, if not utterly devoid of 
it before. Distress draws us from the 
world, and brings us near to €k>d. It shews 
that in ourselves we are mean and weak ; 
that without God we are nothing ; and 
that without Christ we are worse than no- 
thing : we are wretched. And if, in the 
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hour of affliction and exclusk)!! from GoA^i 
isanctuary, even the heart of the pioua Da^ 
yid could reproach hiih with former cold« 
nesSi what ought to be the feelings of mi^ 
ny professing Christians of the present 
day in a similar situation I How often 
have they entered into the house of God 
without one emotion of awe or delight? 
How often have the souls of their fellow 
Christians ascended on the wings of fer- 
vent prayer to heaven, while theirs lin- 
gered cold and listless behind ? How of- 
ten has Jesus laboured, by the mouth of^ 
hid servants, to recall them from their wan- 
derings, and to bring them back to the 
green pastures and still waters of religion ; 
while their minds, engaged by the frivo- 
lous vanities of earth, disregarded his en- 
ti*eaties ? But those whom the invitations 
of the Saviour could not move, the fitowns 
of heaven may awe. Then may the ta- 
bernacles of Gk>d, thiat before had no 
charms for them, appear truly amiable* 
Then may they long to behold them ar 
gain. Happy if God grant their desire ; 
happier still, if, when they return to his 
house, they return to God himself, and 
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do not forfeit, by repew^d an^ re^c^if^ec^ 
ingratitudes his mercy fo): eyer. 

Reflect all qf yqu, my frienda, even th0 
moat pious and devppt 4IQong ypu, that 
however much you may ppw Iqve wf\di 
prize the house pf Ood, you will ^qve ^nd 
prize it much more, whep, jjy di§triB«ia or 
accident, ypu ^re frqm it debaj'r^d. |pi* 
prove, therefore, the precjopg gpport\ini7 
ties you now eiyqy, and wh^n^ in tl^e s^^ 
son of affliction, yonx spul bijrn.s wit|i the 
desire of again beholding the afpiablp ta- 
bernacles of the I^ord pf hosts, he will hpar 
your prayers, as he did thpse qf his ser- 
vant of old, apd bring you oncp more to 
the place where )iis honour dwelleth* 

Vebsjs ^j My soul lpngeth^i/eq, evenfaint-^ 
ethyfor the courts qfthe Lqrd; my heart and 
myfiesh crieth out for the living Gqd. 

In the warm and genial clim.e^ of the 
East, the mind and body possess a degree 
of delicacy and sensibility, to which we 
are in a great measure strangers. Their 
joys and their griefs are more exquisite 
than those of which we, in these colder 
T^ions, are si^sceptible. Ma^y of ypu, 
my brethren) I doubt not, when diebarred 
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by distress from the house of iGkxl, hatrd 
longed to reyisit that sacred place. Bot 
whelre is the man thAt could adopt the 
language of David in all its energy^ and 
say, ^' My soul longeth,. yea, even fiiint- 
« eth, for the living God/' 

But though the frame of our minds 
should not, at all times, permit us to a^ 
dopt this glowing and animated language^ 
yet the colder temperature, both of our 
climate and constitution, is not to be re- 
garded as any apology for insensibility 
and lukewarmness in the exercises of reli- 
gion; For, be it remembered^ that we live 
under a more perfect dispensation than 
the Psalmist, and enjoy a much greater 
measure of light and of love. These 
superior advantages ought to have a suit^ 
able eiSect on our feelings, and to warm 
the coldest heart with corresponding e- 
motions. 

Did David, when driven from his Capi- 
tal by the unnatural conspiracy of Absa- 
lom, when stripped of his kingdom and 
crowii, when obliged to fly from place to 
place with a few faithful adherents, and 
expoisied to constant danger from every 
quarter, did he seeth td forget all these 
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faiisfortunes, or at least r^ard them with 
indifierehce, compared to his exclusion 
from the courts of the Lord ? If so, what 
shall we say of those, in the present day, 
who voluntarilj absent themselves from 
the public institutions of the gospd;~of 
those, who, though prevented by distress 
from attending upon them, consider that 
as the least of their afflictions ; — of those, 
who, though they come to the house of 
God, take no pleasure in it, but thinking 
it sufficient to grace it with their bodily 
presence, allow th^ir souls to wander on 
the mountains of vanity ? 

But it may be said, is not the universe 
the temple of God ? Is not the Divine 
Being every where present ? and did not 
David, on another occasion, exclaim! 
*' Whither shall I go from thy spirit, or 
" whither shiall I flee from thy presence ? 
^^ If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
'^ there : if I make tny bed in hell, behold 
" thou art there : if I take the wings of 
*^ the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
" parts of the sea, even there shall thy 
*^ hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
" hold me." Why then long so ardently 
for the courts of the Lord^ when his ten- 
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der mercies were over all ? Why cry out 
fbr the living God, when he knew that he 
was surrounded by his presence ? — *Thi8 
question will not be asked by those, whose 
sweetest communion with their Maker has 
been in that house, which he fills not ooi* 
ly with his presence and glory, but with 
his love ; — in that house, where he requires 
his rational offspring to assemble and pour 
forth their feelings and their complaints 
before him ; — in that house, where he has 
promised to manifest himself in a manner 
that he does not to the world. This is 
what makes the devout soul long so uv- 
dently for the courts of God, not as if the 
Creator of heaven and of earth Were con^ 
fined to temples made with hands, but 
he recollects that support, that relief, that 
consolation he. had derived under every 
former affliction by joining in the assem- 
bly of the saints. 

He therefore considers it as his seve- 
rest trial, when deprived of this precious 
privilege. Conscious, deeply conscious 
of his great unworthiness, he is apt to 
fear that God has not only visited him 
with misfortunes, but debarred him from 
all consolation, and refused him all sup- 
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^ort under them. Hence he laments^ hot 
:oBly his exclusion from the courts of the 
Lord, but from the manifestations of hia 
We. Why did David long so much fot 
God's sanctuary ? Was it that he might 
be again restored to his kingdom ? That 
he might a^in be seated on his throne, 
land repair, amid the splendour of royalty 
and the acclamations of hia subjects, to 
the house of God, to praise him for his 
deliverance ? No, my friends ; it was not 
for his former power, his former honour, 
or his former crown that he longed : he 
felt the absence of something dearer to his 
iBoul than all of these. ^^ His heart and his 
" flesh cried out for the living Gk>d." A 
cloud of despondency shadowed his soul, 
and deprived it of the warmth of that di- 
vine love, which had made him happier 
with his flocks on the plains of Bethlehem^ 
than when surrounded with a herd of 
sycophants on the throne of Israel ;-*-^that 
divine loVe, which often fills the cottage 
of the peasant with a peace and a joy, 
which, amid the riots of a palace, his 
proud monarch perhaps never knew. 
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VersK d« YeUf the yarrow hath found an 
house, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, even thine 
akars^ Lord of hosts, my King, and my 
God. 

This is a most natural and pleasing 
thought. When any very strong feelings 
take possession of the breast, we are apt 
to believe that the creatures around us 
feel as we feel* When a religious man, 
for instance^ walks through the fields and 
beholds the morning sun arise in all 
his glory, the dark clouds dispersed by 
his beams, leaving the expanse of hea- 
ven pure and serene, — when he surveys 
the surface of the earth adorned with a 
thousand various beauties, — when he ob*- 
server all the creatures of God cheered 
by the gladdening influence of the scene; 
^^^his soul, prompted by an irresistible im- 
pulse, looks up to heaven, and adores the 
Author of all that order, harmony and 
joy, which fill creation, and he is ready 
to think for a moment, that the birds in 
every grove enter into his feelings, and 
express, in their cheerful notes, their gra- 
titude and love to heaven* Nay, the 
Warm imaginations of eastern climes 
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carried this delightful illusion still &r- 
ther, and ascribed, as it were, a momen-r 
tary life and sensibility even to the in-* 
animate parts of nature. " Thou croWn- 
" est the year with thy goodness," says 
David in the 65th Psalra, ** and thy paths 
^\ drop fatness. They drop lipon the pas- 
^^ tures of the wilderness, and the little 
•* hills rejoice on every side. The pas^ 
<* tures are clothed with flocks ; the val- 
" leys also are covered over with corn : 
^* they shout for joy, they also sing.'' 

And here David ascribes reason and 
thought to the sparrow and the swallow, 
and envieth them their free access to the 
house of God. " Yea, the sparrow hath 
*' found an house, and the swallow a nest 
" for herself, where she may lay her 
^ young." Mark the expression, " She 
*• hath found it,^'— as if he had said. She 
has sought in various places for the most 
secure and peaceful habitation, and she 
has found/^-she has at last, found it with 
joy in the house of God. And what a 
beautiful and affecting circumstance is 
this, " a nest where she may lay her 
young !" Anxious, trembling for their 
safety, she has fled from the abodes of 
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cruel man s she has found a nesf for them 
under the sacred roof of God« All her 
maternal fears are calmed, by the con*» 
sciousness of th@ divine protection, by the 
hope that no hand will be so bold and 
sacrilegious as to molest her in that holy 
place, much less rob her of her young 
when lodged on the altars of the Lord, 
and in the presence of Him, without 
wliose knowledge and permission, noft 
even a sparrow falleth to the ground* 

But though David thus envies the 
sparrow and the swallow of their privi- 
leges, as if God bestowed favours on them 
which be denied to him, yet far from 
dreading that he was utterly forsaken of 
the Almighty, he claims and asserts his 
near relation to that divine and merciful 
Being as his present protector and neveiv 
failing friend. That is evident from the 
pious exclamation in the end of the 
verse, " My King and my Qod !" An^ 
Oh ! how happy and blessed is the manji 
who, like the Psalmist of Israel, can a- 
vouch the Lord to be his God, whom he 
hath chosen as his sure, his all-sufficient 
and never-failing portion ; and can, with 
confidence and hope, plead his relation 
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to Jehovah as his rightful Sbvereigiii his 
Grod, the God of his salvation ; — ^who can, 
without presumption, say with David, 
^< My King and my God !" or with Thomas 
when his doubts were removed, exclaim, 
in the ftiH assurance of faith, " My 
" Lord and my God !" How powerfully 
would this observation serve to strength* 
en our faith and hopes, and enliven ovrr 
devotion. 

Verse 4. Blessed are they that dwell in 
thy house ; they will he still praising thee^ 

Labouring under many and compli- 
cated trials, removed far from the courts 
of the Lord, and a stranger to those con- 
solations and joys which he had there 
folrmerly experienced, David naturally re-^ 
fleets on the happiness of those, who weiie 
allowed to dwell in themy--of the Priests 
whose constant employment was the sa- 
wed ofiices of religion,— and of those who 
lived near the house of God, and could 
at^tny tikne ol^ the kopulset^ their fepl* 
ings, and pour foriii idieir prayers and 
praises in that fadiy place. And why 
does David thtB Psalmist call the Priests 
•1)4 others that frequented the courts of 
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the Lord ^blessed ?'" Because they "would 
*^ be still praising him," not only because 
they would be much exercised in the no^ 
blest of all employments, celebrating the 
perfections of God, but because they 
would be continually tasting of the di- 
vine goodness and love, and expressing 
their gratitude to heaven in bynins of 
thanksgiving and praise. 

And what a delightful part of divine 
worship, blessing and praising the name 
of the Lord isi, they only can declare wlio 
know it from happy experience. If you 
ask the pious David, he will tell you, *^ It 
" is good to sing praises to our God ; it 
** is pleasant, and praise is comely. '^ 
Therefore do we find him pronouncing 
those blessed that dwell in the house of 
the Lord. But delightful as the exercise 
surely is, yet often, alas ! do the people 
of God feel the pleasure of it marred and 
interrupted by reason of their hearts be- 
ing disordered and out of tune for this 
heavenly employment. Those disorders 
of the heart which flow from remaining 
corruption and depravity cause them tq 
go mourning and not rejoicing j-r-com- 
plaining and repining, instead of prais* 
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ing God the most high. But when the 
heart is in any measure right with its 
Maker, when grace is in exercise, and 
their souls made to follow hard after 
God ; how inexpressible the joy and sa- 
tisfaction which they find in his service I 
And if such be the pleasure of it here oij 
earth, you may form soine imperfect idea, 
my brethren, of what will be the blessed 
condition of the saints in heaven, where 
they shall serve him day and night in 
his temple, without weariness or im- 
perfection ; — ^where they shall sing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb, saying, 
** Great and maryellous are aljthy works, 
^ Lord Gqd Almighty j jqst ^nd true art 
f* thou in all thy ways, O thou King of 
*^ Saints." Blessed indeed are they who 
^well in thy hou^e, thy panctiiary ^bove, 
for they will ever praise thee. 

Thus does Da,vid, when banished from 
the house of God, contrast his own for- 
lorn situation with that of tfiose whq 
were allowed free access tq.the holy 
sanctuary, and who joining in its seryi^ 
ces, were strengthened and refreshed by 
renewed communications of his love and 
grace, 

B 
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YzmkS JBlessedUthefnoftrWhoiedreng^h 
is in thee ; in Tohote heart are the wat/» 4jf 
them. 

6 Who passing through the valley ofBaca^ 
fpakeitawdl ; the rain aUofilleth the poolf. 

7 They go from strength to siren^h; 
epery one qf them in Zim appearelh hefyre 

In the h»% vei^e we found the Fsf^nust 
^tolUng ij^e ha{)piaess of the Friests »ad 
others who frequented the House of God ; 
and in thes^e yejses he extols the piety ^pgd 
^jessqdnes9 of thos>e who, though thej wsjj^ 
not allow€)d tp dwell in jthe house of Go^^ 
came, at certain seaspjQ^j to Jerusalem, 
through a long and tq^ipus way, to wor- 
sjiip Jehovah In the courts of the t9be;r-* 
nacle. We niay understand liim a^ sajr- 
ing, " Though the jqyrney, they are obliged 
^y to perform be long j thougl^ the difl^ppl-' 
" tie;s and dangers -thjey a^e compelled to 
" encounter be great and jpumerpus j th^p* 
« the places through which they are neceif- 
" sitated to travel be bariien and destitute 
^* of provisions J though goin^ through the 
" valley of Baca they are obliged to dig 

wells to supply their thirsty and when 
" they cannot obtain water by digging, to 
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^ tvu9t to lihe rains of heaven ; yet do they 
^^ go on from strength to strength, or, as 
^ it may be rendered, from company to 
^ company; their numbers, and conse- 
^' quently their security against external 
^^ dangers, increaiwng as they advance, the 
'^ dangers, difficulties and toils of their 
^ journey continually decreasing, till they 
^^ at last appear in Zion, eveiy one of thew, 
^ before God.'' 

What a beautiful and striking emblem is 
this of human life ! The vall^ of Baca, 
my brethren, may be understood to repre- 
sent this valley of tears, through which we 
are all journeying* This valley of Baca was 
very ill supplied with water, oi all things 
the most desirable to a traveller in those 
eastern countries ; and human life, we aiH 
imow, to be vei^y barren of those pure and 
refined joys, in which the regenerated soul 
does chiefly d^ight But, blessed be God, 
we, like the pibu^i pilgrims of Judea, can 
makeita^'welL" The Chfistian, amid aU 
the evils of life, ^can fly 4o rdigion and to 
Jetiis. This is<the fountam that is opened 
for us : this is the water which we $m 
invited to drink. ^ Ho ov^y one ilui 
^ tlufs(»ith^ come ye to the waters/' The 
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Holy Spirit of Grod is continually calling 
to the sons of men, when fainting under 
the &tigues of this wearisome way, to 
come and drink of the waters of life f^ly. 
But, what deserves notice, is, ^ we must 
*^ make it a well." There were no spon- 
taneous springs in the valley of Baca ; the 
traveller was obliged to dig for them. We 
also must diligently improve the means 
that God hath appointed ; we must read the 
scriptures frequently, and with care; we 
must attend to the preaching of the word { 
we must be much employed in prayer, and 
the other solemn exercises of religion. In 
short, as the traveller of Judea dug for water 
in the bowels of the earth, where alone it 
was to be obtained, so must we search for 
the comforts of religion, where alone they 
are promised, in the way of duty, and in 
the way of grace. Aqd if we thus have 
recourse to those means of salvation which 
God hath appointed, we may rest assured of 
his blessing ; then ^^ the rain also will fill the 
^ pools :'' the influences of the Spirit will 
be shed upon us in abundance, and supply 
whatever is awanting in our own feeble and 
imperfect endeavours. Thus we will be 
enabled to. go on from ^* strength to 
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^ strength ;'* we tvill be continttAlly defiv- 
ingj from the delightful exercises 6f reli- 
gion and the gracious influences of the SpU 
rit) accessions of grace and of faith to en- 
able us to support the evils of life, to strug- 
gle with our spiritual enemies, and to ad« 
vance with increasing joy through this drea- 
ry wilderness. 

And we will go oti from company tx^ 
company. The followers of Christ, united 
in the bonds of the spirit and of love5 will 
hold sweet and frequent communion toge- 
ther, and by their mutual consolations en- 
courage and assist each other under the 
common distresses and dangers of this 
state of warfare and of pilgrimage, and 
every one of them will appear at last per- 
fect before God in the heavenly Zion. 

Ah ! my friends, this is a thought, this 
a hope sufficient to support our minds un- 
der still greater evils than those of the pre- 
isent life. Did the pious inhabitants of 
Judea travel through the wilderness, a long 
and a tedious jouriiey, that they might wor- 
ship God for a few days in Jerusalem, and 
then return home through the same dreary 
and uncomfortable way ? anti can any toils 
or dangers deter us from going up through 
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the wilderness of this world, when ifH 
know that religion o&ets all its inexhaus^ 
tible comforts to support and refiresh oui^ 
spirits ; When we know that Jesus is the 
unsoen, but kind companion of our way^ 
abd will Assist us in every difficulty, tod del* 
fend us from every danger ; and when we 
know that he will conduct us in safety to 
the heavenly Jerusalem, to dwell there for 
ever, that we shall never again enter on the 
thorny path of life, but edjoy ati eternal re- 
pose from every care and evbry sorrow, an4 
forget the light afflictions of this momeil* 
tary state, in those everlasting pleasures 
which are at the right hand of God ? 

Vebse & Lord God of Hozh^ hear n^ 
prayer : give ear^ God of Jacob. 

VmsE 9* Beholds God^ our Shield^ and 
look upon the face ofihine Anointed. 

Having described the blessedness of thdsd 
who dwell in the house of God, and of^ 
those who come to it at certain seasons 
from the remotest part of Judea, David 
here offers up a prayer to his Maker, that 
he too might be allowed to visit his holy 
place. 
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Be addresSiss Cod under th6*b encou- 
raging tides. Which rendejp Mik^the proper 
object of religious Worship ; •^'as tWelLord 
" God of Hosts/' who has' tHel armies of 
heaven and the inhatiitantb of the ^rth 
uiider" his cotitmatid; afnd is pb^^ssed of 
p6wer to deliVer hiiii'ont of the' hand^of 
his enemies, atid to rl^tore hitii'td'the ex- 
ef ciise and erijoymeti t of fiis Wbiitdd privi- 
leges ; as the '^Grtid ofJdcdbf i. e. a Gdd 
iiT cbvenant with his oWn peculial- people, 
who hath promised" tob^afatfefef to thbiiii 
arid especially to Hear arid^ answer their 
pfayers ;^ for he never said' td*any of the 
seed of Jacob, " Seekjremyfece in vain.'* 
Hfe Jfarther prays that Gt)d^ (who is the 
shield or deferice of his peoffle amid all the 
dangers to which th^ catt He exposed) 
would look upon him, not as'ihen do up- 
oti' their enemies and persecutors, but 
that he would ^^ look updfi the face of 
^* his Anointed." Tte face being often in 
Scripture put for the whole man, and for 
the condition and character of the man, 
the phrase may imply, that God would not 
look upon the Psalmist as a sinner and 
transgressor of his holy laws, but with an 
eye of mercy and love, as the man whom 
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ptiilce send peasant haire eqiial fitocesi^ iteid 
which are the purest source of honour aad> 
of happiness to both. > 

In this fleeting scene^: my brethren^ 
wious parts are assigned us: Some are 
pftiweriitl, somie are dependent {sonie ai^ 
ij&eb, and some are poor; some are ea^- 
gaged in one oceupatkmf some in another t 
but no situation in whicb we are! pkeedby 
Irvine Frdvidenee,iM occupeitidii Whi<^ 
it may be our lot to exercise, is in^ itsfell' 
mean or degrading. Whaitever be mH 
iftnk^ and whatever be 06r enf[Jk>yti]fMft; 
let m still be honesty atid> virtuoos^ atid 
piotis ;• there all the honotir lies : let tis a*^ 
void vice and folly ; * tibiese dtb the ofily 
sources of disgraeef. Is^ the pOdr naiaai con- 
tinted) hodest5 industriotis, aiid reigned 
tO'the aerrangements of his h«^Teiily Fa^ 
ther? he- is a^ noble^' as greal, pei^hapW 
more so^ than the proudest monatr^^fa upotf^ 
dasrtfa; He exerbises and improves the 
tblents Grod^ bath^ given him ; and' wfaar 
c5ah the greatest do more? He wi&lkB in 
the i^th of the jufiti ^ich, ** like the shin^ 
^* ittg light, sbineth more and more unto^ 
**^tyepetfectJda^ J** a«id \^here ia th^ matt 
tttnrtr<mn<^a)ppWf^iti aquation lAoi^hoh^uF^ 
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Spirit, in carrying forward his immortal 
soul to perfection ; and who can boast of 
an employment more important and digni^^ 
fied? He holds fellowship in* the exercises 
of prayer and praise with the Father,; and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and where 
is the man that enjoys a society morid 
noble or more delightful? He aspires to 
those glories^ and to those jbys, which aiie 
as exalted as heaven, and as eternid as the 
soul ; and who can entertain an ambition 
and a hope more ravishing and more trans^ 
porting ? 

Verse 11, Por the Lord God is a Jtin 
und shield; the Lord wUl gioe grace and 
glory : no good thing will he withhold frrnH 
them that walk uprightly^ 

It is, my brethren, what makes the 
bourts of the Lord so amiable and so de- 
sirable, that they are the courts of Him 
who is a ^^ sun and shield." God is a 
^^ sun,'* because he is to the soul what the 
natural sun is to the world. As the sun 
enlightens the world by his beams, so does 
God enlighten the soid of his servaaits byi 
his word and spirit He dispdb the 
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clouds of ignorance and of depravity^ aiid 
discloses to them scenes of which they had 
once no conception. He unfolds to them 
a world o£ wickedness in themselves^ and 
a world of grace in him and in his Son. 
He discloses to them all the dangers with 
which the path of vice is crowded, and all 
the pleasures with which the path of right- 
eousness is fraught. And like the natural 
sun, he not only enlightens, but warms and 
fertilizes ; he fills the cold breast with the 
warmth of devotion and love ; he inspires 
the bosom that had been frozen, as it were« 
by idleness and sin, with the vigour and 
the life of spring ; he makes all the tender 
plants of religion and virtue, which had 
long been concealed, to disclose their beau^ 
ty ; and while, with the genial influences 
of his Spirit, he cherishes and strengthens 
them, he at the same time shields them 
from the blasting influence of bad ex- 
ample, — from the storms of unsubdued 
passions, — ^from the depredation of every 
foe. As a shield he defends them from e^^ 
very danger ; as the sun he invigorates 
them with every joy : As a shield he pro- 
tects from all the evils, the real evils of life ; 
as a sun he communicates the gracious in- 
fluences of heaven. 
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^^ And God will not only give grace but 
^* glory." He will not onl^^ be a sun and 
shield on earth, but an exceeding great re- 
ward in heaven. He will not only lead 
his creatures through all the dangers and 
perils of life ; he will not only give them 
grace to defend, and comfort, and guide 
them through this wilderness ; but he will 
crown them with joy unspeakable iq the 
heavenly mansions. But why, my friends, 
should I pretend to enumerate all that 
Grod will do, and all that he will bestow on 
them that love him ? His goodness is in- 
finite and inexhaustible. 

" No good thing will he withhold from 
♦• them that walk uprightly !" 

This is an important clause. In vain 
do we lift up our eyes to heaven ; in vain 
do we frequent the house of God ; in vain 
do we implore the protection and favour 
of that Being ^^ who is a sun and shield,'' 
" who will give both grace and glory," if 
we do not walk uprightly before him. 
^^ Lord who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? 
^ Who shall dwell in thy holy hill P He 
^^that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
<f righteousness^ and speaJketh the truth ji; 
^bisheftrtt'' 
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Versb 12. LfOrd ofhatii^ Messed is the 
man thattrwteth w thee. 

This prayer of David had relieved his 
mind from the load of sorrow with which 
he was oppressed. It had revived in bis 
soul a sense of the divine goodness and 
mercy, and he concludes by reposing iiis 
confidence on the providence of thatlieai- 
venly Father, who had protected him thro^ 
life, who liad distinguished him by maoy 
blessings, who had rescued him from the 
power of tibe lion and the bear, who had 
enabled him to triumph over the cham« 
pion of the Philistines, who had ddivered 
him from the pieraecutions of Saul, and 
the machinations of all his enemies, and 
who, be hoped, would oow deliver binj 
from tbe wicked and unnatural conspiroejr 
that had b^een formed against hlnij im4 
permit i>im again to appear be^lbre his 
God in !^iQ», with songs of t^aolcsgiYi^g 
and of piraise. This ^^uranoe calms his 
troubled breast, jSlls htis soul with a pure 
and elevating joy, and makes him condude 
his prayer in these words, so .donsQlatorjr 
to every aHicted apd pious Christian, ** O 
" 3L,ord of hoats^ bussed is the m»sk that 
" trusteth in thee." 
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Hav^p^ thus illflptrf^e4 the yerses com- 
posing this PsaliPj we shall next -briefly 
proceed to a,pr^cti<^l iimproyemeiit of 
tbem. 

Did tJ^e tabernacle;; of God appear so 
amiable and ^o desirable to David? andhov 
luniable aqd desirable pyght they to appear 
jto us ? lender the imperfeqt dispensation of 
the Je^Sf yirorsbippcirp were permitted to en^ 
ter only into the cpurtis of the tabernacle ; 
but we^ under the perfect dispensation of 
the gospel^ are required ^' to enter with 
^' boldness into the ihoUest of ^U, by the 
^ blood of Jesus, iby a new and living way 
^< which he hatJii cc»isecrated for us through 
i^ the veil| t^at is ^p say, his flesh." If, there^ 
foire, as t^e ^^poistle to ihe Colossians m^ 
gues, ^ the mj#istratioia of death, wxitten 
^ »x}^ engrayep on stone, was glorious, 
V bow e^l QQl; the mioistsation of the 
*^ spirit be rather ^riouis !" And if Da« 
vid pronoiini^ed the man blessed, who un- 
cjler the law .dwelt in the house of God, 
apd W99 still prablng him, how great must 
be the blessedness of the man who, under 
tl^e gosp^) delists to dwell in the house 
of God, 9nd with how mudi greater rea- 
son will he be «till praising him ? In f^ose 
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Old Testament times, they were only Mess- 
ed with the shadow of good things to 
come; we are blest with* the substance. 
They had their sacrifices, and types, and 
shadows } but we have Him in whom they 
all centered They had the Prophets who 
foretold, we have the Evangelists who re- 
cord, the life of Jesus. They knew that 
Christ woi|ld esitablish a glorious kingdom 
in this world } we see that kingdom esta- 
blished, and enjoy its blessings. With re« 
sp^ct to light and spiritual advantages, he 
that is least in the kingdom of Grod, i. e. 
in the church of Christ, is greater than all 
the Old Testament prophets. 

But, brethren, are you profiting under 
the means of grace ? Does your fruit in any 
measure correspond with the superior ad- 
vantages which you enjoy ? When you read 
of the lively devotion of David and other 
Old Testament saints, are you not ashamed 
of your cold lifeless services ? How compa- 
ratively languid and dead is the worship of 
ipany Christians, and how far do even the 
most spiritual fall short of what they know 
to be their duty 1 How many in this high- 
ly favoured land, instead of being glad 
when it is said to them, << Let us go up to 
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^ the hidmste df thd'!E^*av^*^8ff7 bfffi^'Wr- 
tAiip'ot Otidy '"^ mhdM \mt^k #bakii^^k is 

fcb«y;eoiol(l be** to' sbfend hi 'bteimy^klht 
service and worship of God.'wE^en a^ 
hours spent in these employments are felt 
so painfully tiresome ! 

Let a sense then of your manifold sins 
and imperfections, fellow Christians, keep 
you ever humble before God,^nd stir you 
up in future to the utlbost activity and dili'- 
gence in his work and service, and to a de-^ 
vout, strict, and regular attendance on his 
house of prayer. Prize, highly prize the 
ordinances of our holy religion. In the 
sanctuary below, you prepare yourself for, 
and anticipate the work of the sanctuary 
above. You join yourself beforehand to 
the society of angels and blessed spirits on 
high ; you already enter on the delightful 
employment of eternity, and begin the 
song which is heard for ever around the 
throne of God. And while you meet to-, 
gether in this place, remember that many 
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of your dear Christian friends, who wor- 
shipped in times past within these walls, 
are now in the higher house, in the church 
of the First Born. Rejoice in the prospect 
of meeting with them never more to part, 
and of being employed with them in cele- 
brating the praises of Him that sitteth on 
the throne, and of the Lamb for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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LtltE Vll. 11.^— 16. 

1 1 And it came to pass, the day qfteTf that he 
}»ent into a city called Nain ; and many qfhis 
disciples went with him^ and much people* 

12 NoWy when he came nigh to the gate qfthe 
city J behold, there was a dead man carried out, 
the only son qfhis mother, and she was a widow t 
and much people of the city was with her. 

13 And when the Lord saw her, he had com* 
passion on her, and said unto her. Weep not. 

14 And he came and touched the bier ; and 
they that bare him stood still. And he said^ 
Young man, I say unto thee. Arise. 

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to 
speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 

16 And there came a fear on all: and they 
glorified God, saying. That a great prophet is 
risen up among us ; and^ That Ood hath visited 
his people, 

XN the beginning of this chapter we learn, 
that Jesus for the first time had come to 
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Capernaum, then the capital of Gralilee, 
a city that was afterwards favoured with 
much of his presence, and with many of 
his Wonderful works. On this occasion 
he rewarded the strong faith of the Cen- 
turion, by healing his servant, " who was 
^' dear to him, and who lay sick and rea- 
** dy to die." This miracle excited the 
admiration of the multitude ; for it ap- 
pears, that when upon the day following 
he left Capernaum, he was attended by Vt 
great concourse of people, who accom- 
panied him to the city Nain, situated al- 
so in the land of Galilee, about twelve 
miles from Capernaum ; and here another 
opportunity occurred for his displaying 
that almighty power, which marked him 
out as the true and promised Messi&h. 
He meets, "high the gate of the city,*' 
the funeral of a young man, " the only 
^ son of his mother, and she was a wi- 
" dow.'* Jesus, moved with pity, stopt 
the procession, and desired the afflicted 
mother not to weep. He comiuanded 
the departed spirit to resume its forsa- 
ken mansion, — ^by a word restored the 
son to life, " and he delivered him to hf^ 
" mother." Atsuchan^tonishingworkt 
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^^ there came fear on all, and they glprL- 
*} iied God^ sayings That a great prpphet 
^ is risen up among us ; and, That God 
^ hath visited his people/V ' 

Such is a .ummaiy of this beautifol 
and interesting passage ; the import of 
which may, I think, be comprehended 
under the four following particulars : : 

1. The circumstances of the miracle/ 

2. The powBT and coinpadsion of ouir 
Lord.' =v'^ 

3. The character and qualification of 
its witnesses. And, 

4. The effects it produced upon the 
people. 

A short illustration of each of these is, 
in humble dependence upon divine aid; 
proposed in the following discourse; 

I begin with remarking,^rs<, in regard 
to^the circumstances of the case, that in 
this a9 in every other instance, where our 
I^Ord displayed ^is supernatural power, 
t;bjsr& could be no artifice or xx)llusion. 
Hq was know£fc to the inhabitants of Naia 
only by r^ort ; for this was the first time 
h^ had appeared in that plaoe. liis disci»- 
ples did not go before him to pave the 



38 LECTURE II. 

way for his reception ; or if they had 
gone, those who attended the funeral 
were Jews, and of course would never 
have connived at any fraud to aggrandise 
the name of Girist From this it is plain, 
that the meeting the procession was ow-* 
ing to no preconcerted measures between 
Jesus and his friends. It was solely a 
circumstance thrown in the way, by the 
arrangements of Providence, in order to 
evince the power and grace of Christ, 
and to promote his cause and interests 
in the world. We are therefore certain, 
that the young man was actually in the 
state of death ; and in the fact of his being 
restored to life, we are thus constrained 
to admit the reality of the miracle, and 
to admire that divine power by which 
such an astonishing effect was produ* 
ced* 

Th6 Evangelist informs us, that when 
Jesus had nearly reached the gate, he 
met the funeral coming forth from the 
city ; it being a custom strictly observed 
by the Jews and other nations of antiqui- 
ty, to deposite their dead at a distance 
from their dwellings and all places of 
public resort, We are further told, that 
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it was attended by " much people." This 
may in some measure be accounted £br, 
from a law esteemed binding among the 
Jews, (founded, as they alleged, on jel pre- 
cept of Moses their legislator, although, 
in fact, it was nothing more than a tradi- 
tion of their elders,) that all persons who 
happened to meet a funeral procession, 
should return and join in the lamenta- 
tion* But there are other circumstances 
that would probably increase the num-- 
ber of the mourners on the present occa- 
sion. It was the corpse of a young man 
just about to enter on the business of life 
which was to be laid in the grave, and 
amongst the crowd was one whose pre- 
sence could not fail to draw from the in- 
habitants of Nain every expression of 
sympathizing tenderness : This was the 
disconsolate mother of the departed 
youth. ^ He was her only son, and she 
** was a widow."^ — ^Words few and simr 
pie, but expressive of a thousand tender 
sentiments, and calculated to touch the 
heart more forcibly than the most la- 
boured description. They exhibit, with 
great elegance, and, at the same time, 
with much simplicity, that anguish which 
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we may naturalij suppose would arise 
in iheiamdot* ania^cdonate /parent for 
the lofssof-a^'OiilyisbD^. whose . presenoe' 
oncif -enliii^c^i landMdoubjbd; rerery joy^ 
biil^ '^^Bxm can iSDliyeh . iand > double: ibem; 
BO move^ - Bj-tbe^^dditional expreaaioB^ 
** she was a jwidow^''; the picture of disf-: 
tfess is hqighteiDedy and we are led al** 
most insensibly' to |)ecome shardrisi bk 
her sorrow^ Think of her situation,, ye. 
who have experieiiced iaidmilar trial} for 
you only can; formr.any adequate rconcep* 
tion of' the anguish she endured. What 
must she haire felt, when: employed in 
per£:>rming the last ' tribute : of /jreapect 
and affection due to her depsittted: son ? 
The emblems of grief for her husband,- 
perhaps,-had not yet been thrown. aside; 
and the present scene would doubtless 
awakep the i^ecollection of the former 
partner of her life. The wounds which 
had been inflicted on^ her heart, when 
death closed his eyes, would^ now bleed- 
afresh ; and the remembrance of joys that 
were past would serve only to aggravate: 
her sorrow. 

This is not all ; she is not only berea-- 
ved of the society of a beloved son, but of 



o:n luk£ vil 11.-16* 41 

all those kind offices and attentions which 
qualified him, in some measure^ to act to 
lier^the part of a second husband. In 
him, all her worldly comforts had centers 
e4 ; he was the solace 6f her affliction, 
itfae soother of her cares, and to him she 
k)oked forward as [the instrument in the 
band of God of supplying her^ future 
wants. Often, no doubt, had she praised 
the Almighty that she had be^n blest 
with isuch a son ; and often had she re^ 
quested, with a fervour known only to a 
mother's heart, that God would be plea^ 
ed long to preserve such a valuable life. 
And heaven was so far indulgent to hee 
prayers. But, ah I hqw fleeting and unsta-^ 
ble are all worldly ettjoyirients! At the very 
time her hopes of happiness to be derived 
from this source arfe most sanguine, are 
they blasted. The king of terrors receives 
his commission. Hier youthful son is 
snatched from her etnbraces,- and forced 
to pay that debt which nature claims from 
all her children. Those hands, which 
before were employ^ in mibistering to 
her wants, are now incapable of action. 
That soothing voice which had often 
made her evenings and mornings to re- 
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joice, is heard no more. That yoiithful 
form which was once the delight of her 
ejes, is about to be consigned to the si- 
lent grave. 

Does she contemplate futurity, how joy- 
less are her prospects ? The bier reminds 
her that the staff is broken on which she 
hoped to have leaned when her steps were 
tottering and her head silvered over with 
age. Does she look forward to a Ibss dis« 
tant period, when the Feast of Tabernacles 
called upon all the males to gp up to Jeru- 
salem ? Her anguish 19 increased. In ima- 
gination she views mothers attended by 
their' sons, wives conducted by their hqs- 
bandsi and friends rejoicing in ope another, 
travelling to th^ house of .God. But^ 
alas ! no son, no husband remains to her. 
Destitute and forlorn, she is doomed to 
pass the remainder of her days in dreary 
solitude, withppt a friend to soothe or share 
her sorrows. But in the depth of her dis- 
triess, lo ! the Saviour and the Friend of 
Man appro^^es : he beholds in her cf^e 
a fate deserving the deepest commisera- 
tion, and the most merciful interposition : 
he kindly enters into her sprrows, and hfta- 
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t^s to bring relief. ^^ He said unto her 
^ Weep not" 

This brings us to the consideration of 
the second head^of our plan of arrange^ 
ment, viz. to notice and illustrate the com- 
pafssion of our Lord and Saviour. 

Jesus is described by the Prophet Isaiah 
lis <^ binding up the broken in heart, as 
<< feeding his flock like a shepherd, as gar- 
^^thering the lambs in his arms^ and 
^^ carrying them in his bosom, and gently 
<< leading those that are with young." Du- 
ring his abode on earth these beautiful 
and figurative expressions virere strikingly 
fulfilled. He was touched with a fellow 
feeling of our infirmities: upon every oo- 
casion he was ready to succour the wretch^ 
ed, and rejoiced in alleviating the weight 
of human woe. And where, my hearers, 
can you find a brighter display of compas* 
sion, than in the example now before us ! 
He does not wait for a solicitation to come: 
and give the mourner comfort He be- 
holds the dejected looks of the distressed 
wido^. His heart is afiected, and the e» 
motions of the weeping mother were in*- 
stantly his own. With the most sympathi- 
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mng tenderness ^nd prompt benevolence 
he went to her relief. ^^ And when he saw 
** her he had compassion on her, and said 
^ unto her, Weep not" In addition to the 
coaaoling tenderness of his address, there 
might also be something in his manner 
and tone of voice indicating what was to; 
tftket place. Yet^ alas I the agonizing re- 
^^ciflon that her son was qo more, would 
sQon have cast a gloom over this momen- 
tary ray of consolation. Bat' Jesns does 
1^ allow her to remain long in suspense; 
He subjoins actions as a commentary upon 
wordsi^he came and touched the bier." The 
bearers stood still; and he said, ^* Young 
^^ man, I say unto thee, Arise." What sensa- 
tiona, Christians, would now Occupy the 
mind of ihe anxious mother ? Although 
pei^aps equally prejudiced with the rest 
of her countrymen at the mean appear-' 
ance of the Messiah, yet we have reason to 
believe^that by this time the compassion- 
ate address of Jesus had softened her heart. 
Still, however, she might call in question 
his power, and doubt if he, who had the 
appeairance of a frail mortal, could com- 
mand the soul to return. But that Jesus, 
"who l^ad assumed the figure of man, in- 
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stantly. discovers the power of God, — 
Through all the disguises of external hu- 
miliation, his divinity often shone forth in 
a conspicuous manner. Hende, onthis oc- 
casion^ he spbke with aiithority, ** Y^ung 
** man, I say unto thee^ Arise." The de- 
parted spirit heai^ his voice : it flies .back 
to its deserted habitation : every spring. of 
life is restored to its usual agetacy : every 
member of the body resumes its wonted 
functions. ^^ He that was dead sat up,, and 
" began to speak." What w6re his first ac- 
cents ? Perhaps the accents of praise . to 
Him who ** had redeemed his life from de- 
" struction." But there was one priesent 
whom he would soon recognise^ i^d to 
whose embrace he was committed by bur 
Lord : ** he delivered him to his mother.'* 
Through this scene, my brethren, ydu 
can discover in the merciful Jesus the 
workings of a tender and sympathising 
heart. You behold him anticipating^ as it 
were, the feelings of the distressed mother ; 
and he administers consolation before she 
had time to alter her anxious forebodings. 

Thirdf Let us inquire who were the wit- 
nesses of this memorable transaction, and 
examine if it be sufficiently attested. 
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Had Jesus raised the young man in 
presence of his disciples only, and were 
the account of this and his other super- 
natural works delivered upon no other 
authority than that of his followers and 
friends, infidelity might have some ground 
to cavil. But the miracles of Jesus were 
always performed in such a manner, that, 
had they been false, they could not have 
escaped detection. They were performed 
in the face of day, in the midst of the 
people, in their synagbgues, in the tem- 
ple, where multitudes were assembled, 
and, generally, as in the case before us, 
in the .presence of enemies eager to de- 
tect imposition, as well as of friends who 
might be suspected of partiality to his 
cause. So that the testimony by which 
they are supported must constrain the 
assent of every unprejudiced inquirer af- 
ter truth. Who, for instance, would 
doubt of the reality of the miracle at 
Nain, did he reflect for a moment upon 
the evidence by which it is confirmed ? 
It is not a few interested men ; it is not 
the children of superstition or the abet- 
tors of enthusiasm. It is not one nor all 
of these that calls upon us to believe 
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that the widow's son was raised from the 
dead. Many of the inhabitants of Ca- 
pernaum, many of the Jews of Nain, 
saw the astonishing transaction ; for, at 
the 11th verse, we are told, that his^ 
disciples were with him, and " much 
" people," — ^those who had attended him 
in consequence of the miracle he had 
performed the day before. And again, 
in the 12th verse, it is said, that ^^ much 
** people of the city" accompanied the 
disconsolate widow. And can we sup- 
pose that these two different sets of per-» 
sons would have given testimony to such 
a fact, had they not had a perfect convic- 
tion and heartfelt sense of the truth? 
Allowing that it is the friends of Jesus, 
and they only, who bear testimony to 
the miracle ; yet would not his enemies 
have instantly contradicted it, had it 
been false ? Among the ^^ much peo*- 
" pie," there would be included the Pha- 
risee, the Sadducee, and the Scribe. 
Would these, my brethren, have been 
silent, could they have denied the reali- 
ty of this wonderful work performed by 
the Saviour of men ? Would they, quicks 
sighted as they were, not have detected 
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the imposture ? Would thdy not havd 
rejoiced to drag hitn forward to the lights 
and thus supported, by a public expo« 
sure of his duplicity, thieir own religious 
institutions, which were, by this time, 
on the point of being completely over- 
thrown? We have no reason then to 
doubt, that the witnesses of this miracle 
gave evidence to a fact which they were 
unable to deny. It is attested by the 
enemies of Jesus, as well as by his 
friends, and they were competent judges 
of the truth. It was a fiurt which the 
evidence of their senses called on them 
to believe; and the manner in which the 
restoration of the young man was effect* 
ed, leaves lis no ground to imagine, that 
^he witnesses of it could be deceived* 
The infidel in his rage for paradox, and 
in the pride of scepticism, may call 
the possibility of miracles in question, 
and be hardy enough to shut his mind 
against the truth. But the man who ia 
not fettered by prejudice, and who re- 
joices to see the light, will glory in be- 
ing convinced on such satisfactory evi- 
dence. 
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Let us, in the fourth place, attend to 
the effects this miracle produced upon 
the people. 

The effects are thus described : " There 
" came a fear on all, and they glorified 
** God, saying, That a great prophet is 
^^ risen up among us, and. That God hath 
" visited his people." It is very proba- 
ble that the spectators, when they heard 
Jesus pronounce, with authority, the 
words, " Young man. Arise," would laugh 
him to scorn. The Sadducee denied the 
possibility of a resurrection from the 
dead. His prejudices would operate with 
full force, and he would deride the power 
of Jesus. The Pharisee and the rest of the 
people, unable, or rather unwilling, to re- 
concile a mean appearance with a great 
design, were no doubt equally prejudiced 
as the Saddu6ee. ^^ Is not this the carpen- 
" ter's son ?" was an expression which of- 
ten operated upon the minds of the un- 
believing Jews. And it is not unlikely, 
that, in the present case, these expressions 
were applied to Jesus, previous to the dis- 
play of the almighty power which struck 
the spectators with awe, and impressed 
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the conviction that he was more tEan 
man. 

No wonder, therefore, that " theve 
" came fear upon all," when they beheld 
the bands of death burst asunder by the 
word of the Saviour, when they saw the 
young man rise from the bier, begin to 
speak, and restored to the arms of his 
mother. For a moment every pr^udice 
forsakes them, truth gains the ascen- 
dancy, and the miracle is followed with 
its proper effect : ** They all glorified 
•* God, saying, That a great prophet is ri- 
^* sen up among us, and God hath visits 
" ed his people." This was the natufttl 
and obvious consequence which arose 
from this species of evidence. The 
common operations of nature were sus* 
pended. At the command of Christ, 
death was disarmed of its power. To 
whom then were the people to ascribe 
this wonderful exertion ? Not surely to 
the agency of man? This was a work 
which no human power could perform. 
The conclusion, therefore, was unavoida- 
ble : — ^To God, as the Author of nature, 
and the director of her laws, this wonder- 
ful work must be ascribed. And he who 
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was mvested with a power to perform 
such a miracle, must be sent of God ; for 
no one could do these things unless God 
were with him. 

Well might the multitude ** glorify 
*< God," the God of their fathers, who ha- 
ying long in^appearance forsaken his an- 
cient people, had again condescended to 
visit them in mercj. Behold in imagi- 
nation the grateful mother leaving her 
reanimated son, flying to the feet of Je- 
sus, and offering her testimony of thank- 
ful praise 1 Behold the son, imitating 
tibe example of his affectionate parent, 
looking up to Jesus in ecstacies of joy, 
giving glory to God. Behold the multi- 
tude joining together and singing, '^ Ho- 
" sannah to the Son of David !" rejoicing 
in the advent of " the Prince of Peace," 
and proclaiming, " Now hath the Lord 
" shewn mercy to Jacob ; now is he to re- 
" deem his people Israel.'* 

Thus have I endeavoured to illustrate 
this beautiful and affecting narrative,^ — 
a narrative which, while it soflens the 
heart into sympathising tenderness, at 
the same time opens to the understand^ 
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ing much useful instruction. Let us en* 
deavour to draw from it spiritual edifica* 
tion and improvement 

And,^rs/, This passage should teach us 
the folly of setting our affections too 
much upon the world, or any of its pos- 
sessions and enjoyments. 

The purest happiness on this side of 
heaven is not free from alloy. Parta- 
king of the nature of the fountain whence 
it flows, it is imperfect and unsatisfacto- 
ry. I might appeal to those who have 
received, in the greatest measure, the va- 
rious good things which the world can 
bestow, whether they have yielded them 
entire satisfaction ; or rather, if they are 
not still conscious of a want, which they 
have reason to believe no worldly ob- 
ject, even though attained, was designed 
and calculated to supply. " Vanity and 
" vexation" are written in large and le- 
gible characters on every thing under 
the sun. But even though enjoyed to 
the full, no power on earth is able to pre- 
serve them from the waste of time and 
unexpected accidents and disasters, or 
secure their continuance for a moment. 
Riches may take to themselves wings 
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and fly away ; and our nearest and dear* 
est friends may be torn from our em- 
brace, at an hour when we are least pre- 
pared to meet the trial. Of the uncertain 
tenure by which all worldly things are 
held, the experience of every day may 
serve to convince us j and the premature 
death of the widow's son at Nain joins 
issue in proclaiming this important truth. 
In this mournful event she would see, in 
a just and forcible light, the vanity and 
insufficiency of the most highly valued 
earthly comforts. The plans of happi- 
ness appear vain, which, if not sooner, 
must entirely perish in that hour when 
our breath goeth forth, and we return to ' 
our primitive dust. Then shall our suc- 
cessful worldly projects give us no plea- 
sure ; and disappointed designs no pain. 
Then shall our honours be laid in the 
dust, except the honour of having God 
for our portion ; and no treasures shall 
avail except treasures in the heavens. 

Learn then, my friends, from the ex- 
ample of the widow of Nain,- the folly of 
setting your affections above measure 
upon any sublunary enjoyment. If you 
do so, think what your feelings must be, 
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when called to bid them aa eternal idieu. 
But if you regulate your attachments to 
the things of this world by the principles 
and precepts of religion, it will serve to 
keep them within due bounds, and will 
enable you to bear the shocks of adversi- 
ty with composure and resignation. It 
will teach you to view the objects of time 
as of little importance, when compared 
with those of eternity, on which your de- 
sires ought chiefly to be fixed. ^ Set your 
^ affections on things above> and not on 
^^ things on the earth." Nothing less 
than heaven itself, and the favour of the 
Most High God, can satisfy the bound- 
less desires of the immortal soul. " How 
** long then, ye simple ones, will ye love 
^* simplicity ?" How long will the world, 
with its alluring voice, continue to de* 
ceive you? Rather listen to the voice 
of experience, reason, and revelation. 
** Wisdom's ways," say they, " are ways 
^^ of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
^* peace. She is a tree of life to them 
'* that lay hold on her, and happy is 
•* ©very one that retaineth her ! Seek 
^^ liiKt the kingdom of God and his 
** righteousness," and every other thing 
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necessary for your present peace and fu- 
iiire happiness shall be added unto you. 
If you have so done, then " though the 
'^ fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
" fruit be in the vine ; though the labour 
'^ of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
^^ shall yield no meat ; though the fiock 
** be cut off from the fold, and there be 
"^ no .herds in the stall ; yet you will be 
^' enabled to rejoice in the Lord, and you 
** will joy in the God of your salvation." 

Secondlyj Another great and important 
lesson, which we learn from this subject, 
is, the shortness and uncertainty of huT 
-man life. 

Such is the Jaw of our nature, that 
after spending a few transient years, or 
months, or weeks, or days, in this worfd, 
we must bid an eternal farewell to sub- 
lunary objects, return to the dust from 
whence we were taken, and be number- 
ed among the inhabitants of the silent 
tomb. No condition in life is exempted 
from this unalterable decree. *' Your 
" fathers, where are they?" The rich 
and the poor, the wise and the ignorant, 
the mighty and the ignoble, are alike 
subject to the attack of the king of ter- 
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rors. Neither youth nor age, can pro- 
tect from his irresistible power. We 
* have onlj to cast our eyes around us to 
behold innumerable proofs of frailty and 
mortality. Where, O man, are now the 
companions of thy youth, the friends of 
thy riper years, and a numerous society 
with whom, in various ways, thou hast 
been connected in life ! They have disap- 
peared from the earth, and now exist in 
the world of spirits. And shall we, a- 
lone, of all men, be allowed to escape the 
attack of this destroyer of men ? Shall 
he never approach our peaceful habita- 
tions ? Or shall we elude the shaft di- 
rected with vengeance against our un- 
protected bosoms ? Such expectations 
are vain. Such hopes shall most assu- 
redly be frustrated. The doom of every 
one is thus written, ^' Dust thou art, and 
" shalt to dust return.'' This truth is 
not less certain, than the time of our de- 
parture is uncertain. The decree ap- 
pointing those boundaries, which we can- 
not pass, is concealed from our know- 
lege, and known only to the Lord Jeho- 
i vah. For aught we know, a few pulsa- 

tions more, and our heart may cease to 



ON LUKE VIL 11^16. ^7 

beat Let but the sun descend, and the 
morning of the resurrection may be the 
first those eyes may behold. Let night 
draw her curtain over the sky, and at an 
untimely hour the order may be given 
forth, which shall summon you into eter- 
nity. 

Even youth, in all its vigour and 
strength, cannot be certain of that long 
continuance on earth, which its fond 
hopes* are ready to cherish. " The race 
'' is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
** strong." This truth is strikingly veri- 
fied in the passage we have been illustra* 
ting. While the widow of Nain was so- 
lacing herself with the prospect of re- 
signing her breath in the arms of a son, 
tender and only beloved in the sight of 
his mother, she was spared to survive 
him who was promising to himself a 
length of happy years. And this, my 
brethren, is no unusual spectacle. Day 
after day we see our fellow creatures, at 
every variety of age, borne to their long 
home, and the mourner going about the 
streets. These are kind and serious warn- 
ings given us by God to remind us of 
our latter end. They teach us, that life 
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18 given us as a season of improven^nt 
for immortality ; that it is given only&xt 
a limited term 4 that this term ia drawing 
to Its <dose, and that not a moment of it 
ican be lost with safety. 

Let these considerationjs then, my fel- 
low mortals, incite you to diligence in 
the work of the Lord. Occupy your ta- 
lents as those who must render an ac- 
count, and improve that time which shall 
extend its consequences into an eternal 
state. Every fleeting hour is carrying 
its report to heaven. Do your utmost 
that this report be favourable. Death, 
which concludes our probationary state, 
iseals up the character, and transmits you, 
as you lived, to the tribunal of God.' 
Repent then, while repentance will avail; 
and ^^ work the work of him that sent 
*' you while it is day, lest the night of 
^* death come in which no one can work." 
^ Whatever your hands findeth to do, do 
** it with thy might, since there is no 
" knowledge, wisdom nor device in the 
^ grave, to which we are all hastening.** 

And, thirdly^ Let this subject confirm 
your faith in Christ as the resurrection 
and the life. 
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When Jesus was about to redre fron^ 
the world, he thus addressed his disci** 
pies : ^^ Ye believe in God, believe also in 
** me." By his authority, and in liis 
name, I would now exhort you in his 
words : " Ye believe in God," as the Su- 
preme Creator and Ruler over all, and the 
source whence all your happiness flows ; 
but believe also in Christ, The evidence 
on which you are called on to do so, is va-* 
rious and convincing. Jesus of Nazareth 
was a man approved of God by miracles, 
and wonders, and signs. He was mighty, 
not only in word, but in deed, before bH 
the people. " Go your way," said he 
to John's disciples, ^^ and tell him what 
" things you have seen and heard ; how 
^^ th^t the blind see, the lame walk, the 
" lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
" dead are raised." By such miracles of 
power and mercy lie established at once 
the benevolence of his heart, the divini* 
ty of his mission, the truth of his doc- 
trine, and the character of his religion. 
He proved himself to be the true and 
promised Messiah, the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the brightness of 
the Father's glory, and the express image 
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pf his person. And though now he is 
set down at the right hand of the Majes** 
ty on High^ he is still mindful of bis 
friends and followers on earth. Through 
him they obtain the forgiveness of their 
sins, the sanctification of their natures, 
and a meetness for heaven. And when 
the time fixed in the counsels of the 
Eternal shall arrive, he will descend a- 
gain from heaven, not as the despised 
son of Mary, but as a Prince, to gather 
the fruits of his labours and sufferings ; 
not to die, but to give death the com- 
plete overthrow, and to change our vile 
body, that ^' it may be fashioned like 
^' unto his glorious body, according to 
" the working whereby he is able even 
" to subdue .all things unto himself." 

We have been contemplating a striking 
proof of this power. As his call brought 
back the widow's son to life, so will it 
hereafter bring to life every child of A- 
dam. The same voice that said, " Young 
" man, Arise," shall with equal effect 
summon before him all that has before 
us trode this earthly stage ; — us also, who 
are now journeying onward to eternity, 
and them which succeed us in the pilgri- 
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mage of life. All the dead, both small 
and great, shall stand before his throne. 
Their dust may have been scattered by 
the winds of heaven ; their bodies may 
have undergone many changes to us inex- 
plicable ; still we have a solution for every 
difficulty in the promise and power of 
God. He who formed man of dust can 
doubtless re-animate the same. He who 
gave life at first can surely restore it, can 
re-organise the scattered atoms, if ne- 
cessary, and dispose them in the same 
order as before. He has already given us 
many proofs of his power over the tyrant 
of the grave. Did he not, by the voice 
of his prophets, call back from his grasp 
the bodies of different men whose spirits 
had departed ? Did he not, while be so- 
journed on earthy restore to Jairus his 
daughter, to the widow of Nain her son, 
to the sisters of Lazarus their brother, 
whom they had buried ? Did not, in 
the hour of his crucifixion, the graves 
open, and many bodies of the saints that 
slept arise ? And as a further proof of the 
resurrection, he himself arose from the 
dead. " Our Redeemer liveth, and be- 
" cause he lives, we shall live also." 
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Fear not then, my Christian brethreni 
" to go down to the grave ; for Christ 
*• will go down with you, and bring you 
*• up again." Though your bodies must 
decay in the ground, yet they will be 
raised spiritual and immortal, and in 
these glorified bodies you shall see God, 
and be blessed in his immediate pre- 
sence, throughout ages that shall never 
have an end. Let this glorious prospeot 
reconcile your hearts to»all the troubles 
and vicissitudes of life, and excite you to 
the utmost activity and diligence in your 
preparations for death and judgment 
Ejnowing that the day of the Lord co- 
meth as a thief in the night, watch al-* 
ways that he may not surprise you, but 
that you may be found with your loins 
girded and your lamps burning, ready to 
enter into the joys of eternity, jimen. 
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IT l& KOT IN MAN 10 DIRECT HIS 8T£P& 



JEREMIAH X. 23. 



It is not in man that "walketh to direct his 
steps. 

X walk, is one of the actions of the bo« 
^, that denotes motion from one place 
to another. It is often figuratively esN 
ployed in Scripture to mark the conver- 
sation and manner of life. ^^ To walk in 
** darkness/' is to live in a course of ig- 
norance, error, and sin ; ^^ and to walk in 
" the light," is to live in the ways of 
truth and holiness. ^^ To walk with 
•^ God," denotes a life of sweet commu- 
nion with him, a lively sense of his pre- 
sence, and endeavours, above all things^ 
to please him and obtain his approba- 
tion. And^ in like manner, " to walk af- 
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" ter the Spirit," is to be led and guided 
by his counsels, to regulate and order 
the whole of our conversation according 
to the rule and direction of the word 
and spirit of God. When the prophet 
thus says, that ^ it is not in man diat 
" walketh to direct his steps," he there- 
by intimates, that though man seems at 
perfect liberty in choosing his own way, 
yet of himself he can do nothing, either 
for his own relief, or in the discharge of 
his duty, without the divine conduct and 
. direction. 

In the preceding verses, he threatens, 
in God's name, the approaching ruin of 
the cities of Judah and Jerusalem. And 
finding it to little purpose to remon- 
strate with the people, he here addresses 
himself to God, acknowledges the abso- 
lute sovereignty of the Divine Provi- 
dence, and that by it, and not by their 
own power, will, and wisdom, the ^^ 
fairs both of nations and of individuals 
are determined. " O Lord," says he, 
" I know that the way of man is not 
'^ in himself: it is not in man that walk- 
** eth to direct his steps." As we may 
all apply these words to ourselves, and 
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ought to mix faith with the prophet's de^ 
daration ; so, in farther discoursing from 
this subject^ all that I pioposJEi,. through 
the help of God, i^Jantr To illustrate the 
truth of the propositioh in the te&t ; aiid^ 
seeondf To mention jiome important les* 
sons of ibstruction which it is calculated 
to teach us. 

Ib^t^ I am to attempt an illustration 
of the proposition in the text, ^^ It is nof; 
^ in man that walketh to direct his 
« steps," 

To eniimerate the various pioo& aod 
arguments that might be adduced in cout 
firmation of this, were to mention avefjr 
ponsiderable part of the experience: and 
observation of mankind in fdl ages of the 
world, and in every condition of being* 
It seetns^ indeed, to be one of those self- 
evident truths, which requires only to 
be proposed in order to gain our assent. 
Adam, though originally formed after 
the image of his Creator, which consist- 
ed in knowledge, righteousness, and ho« 
liness ; yet those &rther ineasures of du 
, vine grace, whidi were necessary to se- 
cure him in that holy and happy state^ 
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were no sooner withheld5 thsm he be* 
came a striking and melancholy instance 
of the truth which is here exhibited. Be- 
ing left to the freedom of his own will^ 
without which, his integrity could ndt 
have been proved, nor his obedience ac* 
ceptable, he suddenly fell into the snares 
of the devil, and lost his purity, inno* 
cence, and happiness. And if man, in 
that state of primeval purity, with all his 
powers and motives to obedience, found 
it impossible to direct his steps, what 
was to be expected in his frail and dege- 
nerate offspring ? Adam no doubt might 
have stood ; but, since he fell, his posteri- 
ty, from that fatal moment, have walked 
upon slippery ground. And we have 
only to review the history of past ages, 
and consult our own experience, to be 
sensible what human nature is, in our 
present degenerate state ; — ^how weak the 
reason, how depraved the affections, and 
how dark the understandings of men! 
The Old Testament presents us with 
numberless instances of those who fell 
from the belief of the existence of the 
Divine Nature into heathen idolatry and 
pagan superstition. And since the es* 
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^blishment of Christianity, what nunl- 
foers dai^eread of in ecclesiastical his- 
itory, of all countries, ranks, and stations, 
who have forsaken the true faith, joined 
the various heresies of the times; and 
wandered far from the paths of virtue 
and religion ! Even those who perseve- 
red in the belief and worship of the true 
God, men noted for their piety, and dig^ 
nified with the appellation of saints, yet 
in the course of their journey through 
life, were guilty of occasion^ backsli- 
dings and heinous sins. Thus, we read of 
the unbelief of Abraham, the drunken^- 
ness of Noah, the adultery of David, the 
pride of Hezekiah j of Moses " speaking 
^ unadvisedly with his lips j" of Job cur- 
sing the day he was born, and of Peter, 
at the challenge of a maid-servant, denyr 
ing his Master. These things are writr 
ten for our admonition. The cases which 
I have mentioned, out of many more 
that might have been adduced, are so 
many beacons set up to warn us, that the 
most eminent saints stand not in their 
own strength ; that ^ it is not in man that 
^^ walketh to direct his steps,'* 
There are two particular* states or con- 
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ditionii to which mankind am <^;^ $fr 
pointed in the course of Divine Frovih 
dence, viz. prosperiiy and adversity. 
And if we consider the Christian in eaeh 
of these, it will tend still farther to illus- 
trate the truth and propriety of the pro- 
phet's declaration. 

1. Let us then consider him in a state 
of prosperity, with the candle of the 
Lord shining upon his head, and aU 
things around him flourishing as bis 
heart would wish. Yet even in this fir 
vourable and flattering situation of af- 
fairs, how soon does the weakness of 
human nature discover itself, and shew 
how little man is capable of directing his 
steps. He is apt to become intoxicated 
with pride, prove ungrateful to the Au- 
thor of his enjoyments, and run into 
follies and crimes, from which in a less 
prosperous state he would have shrunk 
with abhorrence. Those very blessings 
which he eagerly wished for, and which, 
when obtained, might have been im^ 
proved to the glory of the bountiful gir 
ver, his own comfort, and the good of 
others, are' often known to be the means 
of involving him in extreme wretched- 
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X n6te and ruin* In such a state as this^ he 
may be truly said, to be surrounded with 
snares and dangers* There is a multi- 
plicity of sensible objects ready to solicit 
his attention5 and captivate the affec- 
tions of his heart. Pleasure from every 
quarter invites him, and fashi(m5 thi^ 
vile abuser of mankind, adds its delo* 
ding voice to seduce him from the paths 
of rectitude. His own resolutions form 
but feeble barriers^ and in the hour of 
temptation too often leave him an unr 
protectee^ prey to every hostile intru- 
der. 

Not only da the alluring objects of 
time and sense take advantage of man in 
a prosperous condition > but Satan, that 
grand adversary of souls, improves such 
a precious season for accomplishing his 
wicked devices. He is an enemy, of all - 
ot&ers^ the most restless, subtle, and 
powerful. He works upon the minds 
and imaginations of men, and avails 
himself of their natural temper and out- 
ward circumstances in order to ensnare 
and ruin theno. What a specimen of his 
skill and power did he give in the case 
of our first parents in paradise ! Though 
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at present he may not pot cm endljr 
the same Ibrm whidi he then aaramedi 
thoo^ he may not emplo j preciadj the 
same means to whidi he finrmedj had 
leooune^ yet think not his machinations 
have ceased. There are a thimsand 
fcnrms whidi he can assume^ — a thousand 
instruments whidi he can employ. With 
unwearied and ceaseless activity, he be- 
sets the paths, and frequents the abodes 
of men, seeking like a roaring lion whom 
he may devoun At the moment we are 
apt to think ourselves most setfure^ and 
proof against the temptations of the 
evil one ; whUst we are dreaming of the 
great felicities of our state^ and promt? 
sing ourselves long and uninterrapted 
prosperity ; a &tal blow is aiming against 
us, which soon overthrows our. towering 
thoughts^ shews us the instability of all 
worldly things, and leaves us to lament 
the frailty of human nature. ^ In my 
*^ prosperity," is the language of David, 
*^ I said that I would never be moved.* 
But no sooner had he begun to presume 
upon his safety, when instantly his moun^ 
tain was shaken, and his fond expecta- 
tions were diis^appointed. We ought. 
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therefore, to rejoice in our prosperity as 
if we rejoiced not, for ^^ it is not in man 
^f that walketh," however prosperous his 
lot, ^' to direct his steps/* 

2. If we consider man in a state of 
adversity, a state to which he is also fre- 
quently reduced by the order and ap- 
pointment of Providence, the s ametruth 
will appear« 

Man since the fall was not destined 
by his Maker to walk constantly in paths 
strewed with flowers, and to enjoy unin- 
terrupted happiness* The cloud of ad- 
versity was sometimes to hover around 
him ; dark nights were to succeed fair 
and pleasant days. He was occasionally 
to pass along the thorny road of afflic^ 
tion. There is a variety of troubles, 
distresses, and calamities, incident to 
human life, which the sagacity of mor- 
tals cannot foresee, nor their utihost 
power repel. And it is when labour-<> 
ing under the weight and pressure of 
these, that we feel the imperfection 
and degeneracy of our nature, and are 
led to assent to the proposition in the 
text, that ^^ it is not in man that walk- 
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^^ 6th/' in sudi trying circumstances td 
order and "direct his steps," A melan- 
chofy gloom soon aversppedds the mind^ 
arid forgetfulness and impiU;ience, in- 
stead of calm and pious resignation, ere 
long disclose the dispositions of our 
80uls5 and manifest our real character. 
We forget the blessings we have former- 
ly enjoyed ; or should we happen to re- 
flect upon these, it only serves to aug- 
tAent the bitterness of the present hour. 
Anxiety and dejection prey upon our 
spirits ; life becomes an intolerable bur- 
den, and the hand of the Lord, right*- 
eous in all his ways, and adorable in all 
his dispensations, is not humbly traced 
and acknowledged* Afflictions are look«- 
ed upon as real 6vils ; and those messen-* 
gers of Providence which wei^ kindly 
intended to promote our best interests, 
are productive of no salutary impres* 
Isions,-— no saving benefit to the soul. 

But it is not ih an hour of de^ dis- 
tress only, that man is unable ** to direct 
" his steps j" the same thing will be found 
to hold true in every adverse circum- 
stance of his lot. Let Providence only 
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frown upon bis de8igns5 and, frail as wa- 
ter^ he will immediately betray the weak-^. 
ness and imbecility of his powers. Thd 
^smallest disappointment in his pursuits, 
and the least interruption of his worldly 
enjoyiments, will rob him of his peaces 
There is a fear for the future which oc^ 
cupies his mind, and hinders him from* 
discharging his present duty ; and every 
unfavourable occurrence and trifling ac- 
cident serve to bewilder and mislead himi 
I may appeal to yourselves, my friends^ 
how easily you yield to misgiving 
thoughts, aiid how the least change of 
your circumstances and condition tends 
to perplex and fret you. What trifling 
pleas are often urged in excuse ^r the 
neglect of your duty, and how litde in- 
disposes you for, and interrupts you in 
its exercise and discharge. I may there^ 
fore say with the prophet^ in another 
passage of this Book, chap. xii. 5.^ ^ If 
^^ you have run with the footmen, and 
^ they have wearied you, then how can 
^ you contend with horses ? and if, in the 
^ land of peace, wherein ye trusted, they 
^ also wearied you, then how will you 
" do in the swelling of Jordan ?" 
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In short, in no situation, whether pio^ 
sperous or adverse, is it in the power of 
man, frail and corrupt, ^^ to direct his 
<< steps." Should we make the experi- 
ment, (and who has not done so in some 
degree or other^) the event would turn 
out as might be expected^ and discover 
our rashness and folly. The duties to 
which we are called are too difficult, the 
obstacles we have to surmount are of too 
arduous a nature, and our own strength 
by far too feeble, to give us reason to 
hope for success, 

I therefore go on^ secondly^ To mention 
some lessons of instruction, which the 
consideration of this truth is calculated, 
and ought to teach us. 

And here it is not my intention to in- 
sist upon the great variety of instruction 
which the serious and thinking mind 
may derive from the consideration of the 
truth before iis^ If we are once sufficient- 
ly conscious, that <^ it is not in man that 
<« walketh to direct his steps," it will 
teach us several instructive lessons^ and 
suggest many useful reflections which 
are more easily felt than illustrated* 
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^heie are two things^ h(>wever5 which 
the truth contained in our text is evi- 
dently calculated^ and ought more espe- 
cially to teach us. The jf?r«f of these is, 
a becoming modesty and diffidence in 
our own powers. 

There is no truth perhaps more plains 
ly revealed in the page of Scripture, and 
more sensibly confirmed by the expe- 
rience of ages, than the utter insufficien- 
cy of man for the purposes of life and of 
religion. His rational powers are weak 
and limited, his understanding dark, his 
passions violent and irregular, and the 
best principles of the human constitu- 
tion are blended with the seeds of cor-" 
ruption. To trust ourselves in any mat- 
ter of moment, under so many and real 
disadvantages as these, is at once to expose 
our folly, and lose sight of our truest inte- 
test. In the emphatic language of Scrip- 
ture, it is ^^ to sow the wind, and reap the 
^^ whirlwind" in return. The plans which 
we may think are deeply laid, and the de- 
signs which we may suppose are maturely 
formed, too often only give us, in the 
event, a proof of the weakness and im- 
perfection of mortals* Whence is it, ac« 



76 IT is NOT IN MAN 

cordiAglj^ that iself-denial and patience 
under suffering have been so Icmg and 
so frequently complained of as faatd and 
impracticable tasks ? These duties we 
believe to be reasonable in themselves, 
and incumbent on us as subjects of the 
Divine Government j but the fact is, they 
cannot be performed by the unassisted 
strength of man. Often, however, pre* 
suming upon his own sufficiency, he 
vainly thinks of making the trial, and 
hopes, that at least, in his religious en- 
deavours, prosperity will be his never- 
&iling attendant. But the slowness and 
languor which mark his progress make 
him at last sit down weary and disap*^ 
pointed, convinced that his surest guide 
and support have been totally forgotten 
and overlooked. For even the afflictions 
of life, my brethren, (wisely ordained to 
prove our patience and integrity,) will 
servo to shew that our fortitude is but 
feeble^ and all our strength and resolu- 
tion extreme weakness and presumption. 
But were these the only or the great- 
est diiBculties whidi we are called on to 
t>ni\iunter% we might consider them as 
ct>m|>arativel)' trifling* It would be un* 
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necessary to attempt a mioute descrip- 
iioa jof the secret ok! more open, enemies 
which ever lie in wait for our souls. It 
is sufficient for our present purpose to sa^ 
that they are both numerous and powerr 
ful ; that ^^ we wrestle not," as an apc^tle 
observes, ^^ against flesh and blood» but 
^ against principalities and powers/-^^a^ 
^ gainst the rulers of the darkness of this 
^^ world, against spiritual wickedness in 
^^ high places." Should man, therefore, 
with all his infirmities, pretend of him- 
self to support the conflict, would it n<^ 
be ^ walking in a vain shew, and vexing 
^ himself in vain ?" Suppose him capar 
ble of distinguishing between good and 
evil, and assisted by the strong^t mo«- 
tives to virtuous exertion, yet, wliat will 
all avail in the hour of temptation against 
the evils of a subtile tempter, the allure^ 
ments of an ensnaring world, and the 
suggestions of an evil and deceitfu^ieart? 
Not that I say these things with a view 
to encourage sloth, or to dissuade from 
sincere and vigorous endeavours in the 
cause of virtue and godliness : On the 
contrary, it is, my friends, your indispen-- 
sable duty to wait and watch, to strive 
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and labour, and, by (Employing th^ mea^ 
sure of your strength, and by exerckiiig 
those powers which God hath given you, 
to resist temptation to the very utmost, 
andto.ponder in your minds the great mo^ 
tives to religion. But while yoa engage 
in its causey be not high minded, nor trust 
to yourselves for success. Let every fresh 
discovery of the truth in the text effec- 
tually tend, not only to weaken your 
self-confidence, but to lower your selfS- 
admiration. Let it teach you to prize 
more highly, and seek more earnestly, 
the help that is promised you in the Bi« 
^le, that you may be more deeply hum- 
bled, and so may in due time be more 
eminently exalted ; that you may exper 
rience the truth of the Apostle's words, 
^* When I am weak, then am I strong.-' 
This leads me, 

2£%, To mention another important 
lesson, which the truth contained in the 
text is designed and calculated to teach, 
viz. a humble dependence upon, and 
confidence in, the grace and strength of 
Almighty God. 

Religion is neither so difiicult nor so 
easy, as some would affect to reprcisent 
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it. It is by no means so easy as to al*- 
low us to be heedless andf vain-confident ; 
nor is it, on the other hand, so hard as to 
lead us to melancholy and despair. When 
the demands of Christianity, the weak- 
ness of our natrue, and the vigilance and 
power of our enemies are considered, 
well may we exclaim, " Who is sufficient 
^ for these things ?" or say, in the words 
of the text, ^^ It is not in man to direct 
" his steps." But when we consider, my 
fellow Christians, that God is with us, 
and that heaven is before us, the dread 
of these difficulties will vanish. Chris^ 
tianity is indeed a state of warfare } but 
we have constant and very powerful al- 
lies, to whom our interests are equally 
dear and precious as they are to our- 
selves. And if God be for us, " who 
" can be against us ?'* or, in opposing us, 
who can hurt us ? By the defence and 
assistance of the Almighty, we shall not 
only stand upright, but go forward with 
successful steps on the way to heaven 
and to happiness. 

In a dependence on this divine help 
and protection, what numberless exam-^ 
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pies might be mentioned of those of old, 
who, linder the strongest temptations^ 
stood fast in the faith, and persevered in 
the profession of the despised an4 perse- 
cuted truth ? Like Moses, they ^ chose 
^ rather to suffer affliction with the peo* 
^ pie of God, than to enjoy the pleasjiiies 
<< of sin/* Look, my friends, to the emi- 
nent examples of the efficacy of divine 
grace, presented to your view in the^ca* 
talogue of distinguished worthies record* 
ed in the 11th chi^ter of the Hebrews, 
for your encouragement and consolatioit. 
Look to the Apostles of our Lord, twelve 
obscure and helpless individuals, destitute 
of worldly attainments and power, jet 
boldly standing before kings, and speal;;-- 
ing ^^ with a mouth and wisdom, which all 
^ the adversaries were not able to gainsay 
<^ or resist ;'' unsupported by the influence 
of wealth or authority, yet successfully 
preaching Christianity in oppositicm to 
the pride, prejudice and passions of man* 
kind} despised, reviled, persecuted, yet 
eventually triumphing over every foe^ 
and erecting the banners of the Cross on 
the ruins of paganism and idolatry ! 
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*^ II1& tiffit» v^ould fail me/; to tdll of 
tij^ ioAnf miii^^^ bf the strength ^f 
Ghlrikt mMk pitted in fautnati i^euk^ 
it^ij^ eathibite^ bj the pimitive Christ 
^)i^, #h6i "t" dti^ngthendd with all might 
'^ tteSbrdittg to his glorious pow^l*^ unto 
'^'^II ^tidttti^ biid long suffeiring^ with 
"^ jdyailtkess^ eti^ired a great fight of aif^ 
^ flictioh^ a&d rejoiced whe& they were 
^ Ite^titiMfed ^di1;hy to toffer shaibe foir 
♦« bis ittkife ;"-'^^r 6f the noble irm jr of the 
tuAtitn of latteif ag^Sy who, in spite of all 
^^ terrors and tortures which bigotry^ 
iWdi aupkritttloh^ and rancorous hatred 
and revenge Co^ild invent^ would not be 
Adapted to renoante^ their religiosi. Re- 
j^^ifag theii^ faith and hope in God, they 
w^t^re raised above the fears of death in 
its tnfOHt frightful forms; W6re enabled 
tb despise or pity the impotence of per-* 
^Muting rage, and to pray for their ene- 
mies tod murdererft. Sustained by a 
stedfasft trust in their Saviour and their 
Qddi thfey were enable to witness a . 
g(k)d Confession, and sealed their testi- 
iMoriy with tfaeir blood. 

Whence ihis patience and fortitude,^^ 
this heroic ftiagndftiinity ? Did it belong 
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to tbem.by nature ? Fjar irom itj^lU W8S 
the work of the Hojy; Spirit; of i<?i9da,r^ 
the fruit of strengthening gtace; ;J!^nr 
sider» then^.I beseech yqu, brethren, that 
as it was with them, sq shall it be most 
assuredly with you ; .the. same grace 
which sustained the patriarchs, the prp^ 
phets, the apostles, the martyrs, is ready, 
is engaged to sustain you if you implore 
it in the way and through the means ap- 
pointed. Enow that the power and the 
gracious promises of God are ever the 
same, and that he is still able to ^^ eA^ 
^^ large your hearts, that you may run 
^^ the race of his commandments." 

Though thou art, O man ! in thyself 
weak and helpless, surrounded with 
many enemies, exposed to many trials, 
and engaged in many conflicts, still fear 
not. The Lord will be thy strength. 
There is no advocate too powerful, no 
work too difficult for him who relies on 
the Omnipotent Not any thing can be 
required from the weakest of his crea- 
tures, that he cannot enable them to per-* 
form. St Paul acknowledges, that of 
himself he could not even think a good 
thought ; and yet from experience h© 
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^.tiig..me:I can do sdlthin^'^) He 
m^bm the Almighty: . assisted ' must; b^ 
victocious:; he who take£h to himself 
the whole' armour of God, the breast- 
I^e of righteousness,: the shidLd(of fiuth, 
and the sword of the spirit^ must be able 
to stand in the evil day, and in the end 
to lay hold on a crown of life. 

No longer, then, have confidence in 
the arm of flesh'. Trust not in your own 
wisdom; for it is foolishness. Confide 
not in your own heart ; for '^ it is deceitful 
^^ above all things, and desperately wick- 
" ed." Trust not in your own strength j 
for it is weakness : nor in your own 
righteousness ; for it is as ^^ filthy rags.'' 
On the Lord build with a pure and un- 
mixed dependence. Put all your hope, 
and trust, and confidence in the Almighty 
Guardian and Shepherd of IsraeL Place 
your soul in the keeping of Him who 
never slumbers nor sleeps, but watches 
over his flock with the most tender and 
afiectionate regard. Pray to him to up- 
hold you in the way that your footsteps 
slide not. 



84 IT IS NOT IKlfAR TO ttllKV HIS 8TEP& 

^itb 6b4i ti^ Ihe word of hir gnK».^* 
^eLoifdbiew jouai^ ^^'Ute 

^i Lord make kis ftce 4ia shitie upofii jtm^ 
^^ and be gf acious unto yaxu The ^ Lofd 
<^^ lift tip Iris eouotenasioe upon ydir and 
**:giveyoa peace.^^ Jnten. 
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SERMON It 

idlt t»r RICH UA^ t« Ukti. 



LUKE iVi. 23. 

And^in hell he If/led up his eyef^ teing]in 
torment 

if ou may safely give me creditt nij 
friendi^ when I aissure you^ th^t U is frQqi 
oa peculiar predilection |liat I can b^vp 
ftwr subjects of this kind, ^Qr yet merely 
tp excite your surpi^ise and gratify your 
curiosdty^ that I have made choice of 
these awful and alarming words, as thp 
ground of our present meditations^ Butt 
hope and fear^ it is well known, are 
stwng and commanding passions in thjP 
human mind^ and have a mighty inf)i|. 
ence on human ^conduct ; and were- it 
not necessary sometimes to employ << the 
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<< terrors of the Lord in order to persuade 
" men/' I should rather beseech, " by the 
^^ consolations that are in Christ, by the 
" comforts of love, and by the fellowship 
" of the Holy Ghost,'* than by addressing 
myself to. your fears to endeavour to a- 
larm your minds with the wrath and ven- 
geance of the Almighty. 

In every assembly of professing Chris- 
tians, there is wh^t is called a mixed 
multitude'; some who are seriously good 
and religious, and anxiously in quest of 
the way to heaven ; and others, it is to 
be feared, not a few, who ^^ care for none 
" of these things," who ridicule religion, 
and make a mock of sin, and who, with- 
out our being accused of judging and 
pronouncing ^tashly, are in the broad 
way that le^Sieth to destruction. We 
only, therefore, discharge our duty, while 
we warn such of their imminent danger, 
while we endeavour to set before themt 
however unpleasant the task, the fatal 
consequences of their folly and depra- 
vity, and recall to their recollection that 
dreadful punishment which is the fruit 
of their own deeds, and is reserved for 
them beyond death and the grave. 
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Whilst we do so, we are following the 
example of our Lord himself, who thus 
ejcpostulated with the Scribes and Phari^ 
sees of his day: " Ye serpents, ye gene- 
** ration of vipers, how can you escape 
^ the damnation of hell !" Those, then, 
who presumptuously blame their spiri- 
tual instructors for setting forth the ter- 
rors of the Lord, would do well to re- 
member, that he who declared, that who-* 
soever ^< believeth and is baptized, shall 
^ be saved,** hath also. declared, that he 
" who believeth not, shall be damned :** 
that he who shall hereafter say, << Come, 
•* ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
" kingdom prepared for you,** will also 
say, " Depart ye cursed into everlast- 
•* ing fire^ prepared for the devil and 
^ his angelfr'«* Hence it is obvious, that 
to alarm as well as to comfort, to hold 
forth the threatenings no less than the 
promises, the judgtnents no less than 
the Consolations^ of the Bible^ is the duty 
and the office of the preacher of the gos-* 
pel. 

The words of oof text are a part of 
our Lord's striking and well-known pa« 
rable of the rich man and Lazarus ;~*tb0 
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d^sjgQ wd tendency ^f wh|iff}i if^ $p. f^ 
b^re pur eye^ (he wxs^^ r^vet^led ^9^ 
heftyeQ agamsit all ungo4UiW§)^ fUi>4; (^. 
r^t^iiSQes9 ; wd it is admii)4)ly 99^^^ 
\»t»d to awf^en ibe wwt cai*^!?^^: w<^ 
^ev^ure to » sew3e of tbw 9p«it»fll WP* 
dltioB. lb the begit»Atng o^ ^p^ffn^ 
bte^ (ver. la) it i» said, " T\mv& W.»^ ft 
*< certain ridb man, who was clothed lA 
" purple and fine lioen, and fared eicH^fiprc 
*^ tuomlj e?ery d^ :" " And ther^ w#ft 
" » certain he^sir, n«9^d: J^a^Arv^, iy^o> 
'* was Idjdi at bis gate^U of ^res^ and 
" df^rihg to be fad wijth the c^9)jtMI 
'^ which fell ftowi the rich map's ta*» 
^ble.'^ > 

Now, thii9 may be coBsidered not, )^ 
iQMchaS) the history of ap^y p^rticii^ai? pc* 
CDireiiffe, as a malter qi fag^^ whiqli ;ia> 
every day vj^rijled, vi^, jt^hat the w^cj|te4 
ane. often; allowed; to prosper k^ thf^;wqvVitt 
to live Id great pomp and spliandoi^ruiu^ 
partakfi of every delioac^, whrte,. W) thft 
other hand, the faithful servapt§ of; Qq^ 
are not unfrequently reduced to the ffjiry: 
treme. of :po«erty and ajBktipn, We da ,. 
not 6»d tbaib the rich man is heire cQnr. 
demned fi>r hits riches j npr ip it opce irjn 



it U paid ^u. he *^ed pr, nwltreatfBd 
%]m poor W<W» th^t 2»e forlMid? 1^ to 11$ 
»l 1^9; ^s^^a. oj? 4i4 hiro the soid^^st 11;^ 
j«rJr^ ft i^^pwQver bwtqd, th^t h^ took 
119 QOf]9i|^siQfi on the distress of Xa? 
;^t)9 ; that though he beheld a ceal apd 
IftOjiring ofeg^ct, ftf ?fear%. yet bis heait 
rQBiaiqed hard aed unri^lenting, and that; 
Misfe ao Mpfmi^ul sibeward of hi^^ Inord'^ 
goodfl) be»negl«cfc9d. ^ TOwistjer.t;© tbi^ 
Bece9?itJi«S Q^ a poop arid afilicted feyo;«r 
Qveniliyr^^ Tbe 8W wbifib t^eset this tipb 
mm »?. by ho meana unqomaion- in the 
world. 33e sennas. to have «?qjoy<9d a 
seu9ii«d(;pro&p©rityir-4o have been 80? ifl.. 
tosieat«4. by the jpys and pl^^qrea ©f 
We»«S!tq Have forgot that God, on wboipa 
bw,ftU.'dfip(B«d0d, the mmi^vt, of hi» pooin 
etbjietbten, and the wincems of hi$ 4)«w4 
impiort^.soui;. > 

The conditioo: 0^ the. rifih mm and 
Lft^ams ivafi ]iK>t more different, in the 
coanse of life, than tk^it; ^juse and eir- 
enmitaRce^ vere at and after death. For, 
at the 33d verse,, we are informed) t^^ 
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" the* beggar died, aiid was carried by 
^ angels into Abraham's bosom i the rich 
<^ man also died and was buried.'' — ^Death 
is the cbttimdn lot of the rich and the 
poor, of the righteous and the wicked; 
and however dissimilar their state in- this. 
World may be, yet there they meet togb^^ 
ther, and both lie down in the diMt, 
^^ alike unknowing and unknown." But 
there was this material difference be-* 
tween the persons here spoken of, that 
the soul of Lazarus, poor and despised 
as he was on earth, was immediately, on 
its separation from the body, taken charge 
of by angels, those blessed ^^ spirits who 
" minister to the heirs of salvation.'* We 
are not told what became of his body^~« 
whether it received a decent interment 
6r not ; but his soul, the nobler part of 
his frame, was conducted to the bosom 
of faithful Abraham, i. e. to his native 
dwelling, the spiritual land of Israel^ thd 
regions of bliss and immortality. 

" The rich man also died and was btt- 
" ried. "— ^ Like the great and opulent 
ones of the earth, he no doubt received 
a pompous funeral, was attended to hii 



OH TOS RICH MAN IK HELL. Ql 

grave- by a traiti of moumefs^ and had a 
stately monument ^erected ovei' it to per- 
petuate his name and memory^ But it 
is unnecesi^ary to indulge fancy and con-^ 
jecture. The next certain information 
concerning him, after the account of his 
death and funeral, is, that ^^ in hell he 
*^ lifted up his eyes, being in torment'* 

As the souls of the faithful, when the 
sorrows of life are at an end, do imme« 
diately pass into glory, so the ungodly 
and the wicked, unfit for the pure en- 
joyments of heaven, are forthwith tam- 
ed into hell, that dreadful place of tor- 
ment, where joy and hope ate for ever 
excluded, and where all is darkness, sor- 
row, add despair. Let me therefore so- 
licit *yoAr candid attention, while, in the 
fiirther prosecution of this subject, I en- 
deavour, by the light of Scripture, 

Firsts To give you a short, though ne- 
cessarily an imperfect representation of 
Hell, or the final misery of the wicked. 
And, 

Secondly^ To make a practical improve* 
tnerit of the subject, for your instruction, 
and direction, who are still in the land of 
the living and the pfece of hope. 



^ojjljpi^eFy of tbe wvk^ 

repr€!6f6iitatjy(>Q of the difierept; statw^ oif 
the ir|p][i::i9aA fia4 the beggar, in the 
other wQffld^ h^ff^ai^g^d iii a ^g^rative 
maijijQerv, We need not thereforQ be $nfr 
prisedijtbat a separate spirit shoi^beheie 
describe/d as having eyes and a tongue^ 
and ap bj^ing tormented in flames^. The^e 
ane strong pathetic images^ used Co uiir 
fold the extreme n^iiaeries of a tmIi^ 
aoulf by means of the most excrudajtiB^ 
pviii md torture with whieh we js^w u> 
^uaiuted. ; They are not to he t^l^a 19 
a literal sense^t any more than that of 
I^zarus being in the: bosom of Abr^hoi^j 
or than the Gonvsrsatioa whjiGhr p{U(^ 
between. AbrahaJn and the rlc;h n^an, in 
a subseqjuept p^rt of. th^s p^ra^le;^ 

That the misery of the wic|{e(i com- 
mences, and is felt immediately after 
death^appeacs from tlie rich man's bcisg 
in Hell or Hades, which properly signt" 
iies the. state of separate spirits. He 
<< also, died and wa3 buried,'' ^pd^ iaiio^ 
diately we ^nd him " in Hell lifting up 
" his eyes in torments." >fow,thiaHeU> 
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6t fotnre (tutiishmebt of tbe mdtxlAi hik^i 
asr k geiaerally is bjr Dlvhieft, be distitti^ 
gaished into two kiods, a puiiisiritteat df 
loss, add a panithnient of setisevbdih bf 
which sinners must undergo^ ' Hie one 
sigmfies their loss of happiness, ^rid tbtf 
other denotes some further positive pa** 
ilishment which God will ikxfliet updtt 
theim ■':'■=■ 

In the ^nt pkcfe^ Hell, or the final; 
mkiery of the widoed^ includes d separa^ 
tioD frbm God, the loss of the dTvtneia^ 
TOtir, and siich blessings tomiecJted with 
it as! ^ ejre hath hot seen, nor ear hearl, 
^^ nesthct hare entered into the heart of 
^^maii:' to canddvisj When once the^fl^ 
nul sentence hasi beem pfOHoiMeed ott 
wicked and ungodly men, ^M these shall 
<^go awa/' firom the priteeaee^af God 
and Christ, j&om the compahy o^ the:re* 
deemed,^ and from all the unspeakdliie 
jojsand gknries of the heavenly world. 
And were this, my ftiends^ the Whole 
of thdr punishment. One wojuld imagiitd 
that it akme would be suflkient; for It 
implies the total loss of all that is good 
md happy. The Holy Spirit of 6od5 
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whiclilWM wont to strive: with tliem^ will 
now utterly, forsake tbemr : he will^iiever 
more ai^est one good (Jiooght, nor ex- 
cite so much as one &int desire after bo^. 
Hness in their minds. Their being bSi*^ 
nishedv therefore, firom heaven, thefilace: 
where the honour of the JLord dwelletSl^ 
will complete the ruin of their depraved 
natures, and transform them in a man-^ 
net into devils. Oh ! What must it be 
to be debarred from heaven, to be ba- 
nished from those bright realms of puri* 
ty and love, from the society of the 
blessed, and from all share and fellow* 
ship in their joy and felicity, — ^to lift up 
our eyes in the midst of torment,— ^to 
dart a look floross the impassable gulph, 
and descry the regions of heavenly glory 
shining from afar, — ^to behold the once 
despised and humble saints, arrayed in 
white robes, tuning their golden harps, 
and singing immortal hallelujahs to God 
and the Lamb,*'— to see them so exalted 
and so happy in that blessed and glo* 
rious place, whence we are forever ex* 
Gluded,--^to see them enjoying its un- 
speakable felicity, while we are from it 



£ot e^&c .Cut off ! How r^^jt^mgjwm be 
the aigiit!: how dre^\il i^ p^i^l^h of 
beholdiagit L Who can e9t|m^te;^l|e Aii^ 
80ry and hori^oti of (iSuch a rm<>p3eiit? 
^^ llier^jshall be ^weeping a^nd'^^i^hipg 
f^ of leethi" says our Saviour,; ^^ when jj^ 
^^i shall see Abraham^ ^nd IsafU^, m^jfor 
<fi tob^ and all the prppbet§ i In t^e king- 
<< dom of heaven, and yQuyQvnra^lyp^^hut 
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Moreover, hown^ust it increase the 
anguish of the wi(^ed in tjiose dark and 
dreary, abodes, to reflect ^^ on thp good 
** things they received in their lifetime,"-— 
on the: variety of blessings, temporal and 
spiritual, which they enjoyed on eaith, 
that are now gone, and can never bere- 
called,r--of the invitations to join the glo- 
mus company of the ransomed of the 
Loid, and to share in all their happiness 
and: glory, which they so often on earth 
received, but despised,— of the gracious 
watningSAfith which they trifled, — ^and on 
the great salvation provided by God, but 
n^lected by them ; and that now they are 
denied even a drop of water to cool their 
burning tongues, and are doomed in the 
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^ Md' hf » ^^eift^^ iMd with ^ It^ft odi 
h^ ihdt Mptit& df dvtiry fidttob' md 
ItitldMHi, p(it>pl6 ftnd tdfigofi, to suffb» 
^(Sfhr^k)^ dedtfUceioti flrdtti the^yr^ 
sehee of thd Lohi ■ a«»d tbe glbty *f fciii 
pfowief ? Hb^ ag6fii^ iHttet tkielr tuitid^ 
bi^ ! )i<m bitter thdffe«lttig»! faow^iir-^ 

Such, then, will be thepunisbmcititQf 
M ; btit there y&imvtit&m an&tbet^e- 
tAts 6£ 'iuf^tifig to h6 tonbideredy vim 
^dfyt thftt'Of setM^i^r the poshive poM 
ntshttient whieh Wooers must e^idute; 
ftttd Whteh God, ill lii« just wratby tvitt 
inflict hf a fUture world The wicked 
shftlt not ohiy " go awtty Irotn the ^fd^ 
** ^ence> Of God, £lhd from all'the heaVetllj 
** society, but*' they ahatt « go into erei-* 
<* kstiflg pUtti^h^kfetit,** wbieh doubtlesi 
iM^Ort^, that they^ball be doonied'^to 
i^der iton^ positive pttin and ioz^ehtr . •: 

Of these totttie^^. It is tftM^e Bibiv 
gi^es tto pirikvkAtAn^'^mtA&6i»iptiaiit.i 
nor tis it probable^ thftt k prtesent we 
coold eoticeive or cottipf^end tbenL MtH 
taphors borrowed frott¥ thie tnoiit pahifU 
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and dreadful things in nature are em* 
ployed to express and represent tdijein. 
They are shadowed forth under the ideas 
of the " wine of the wrath of God, pour- 
^^ ed out without mixture into the cup of 
" his indignation ;"-^" of torments in a 
" lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
" stone, the smoke of which ascendeth 
** up for ever and ever j" — of a " gnawing 
" worm," and " burning fire ;"— ideas, 
than which we can conceive none more 
awful, and which must strike terror into 
the inmost soul ; for they imply at once 
the inward agonies of remorse and de- 
spair, and the outward agonies of pain 
and torture. 

Who can tell the anguish that must 
seize a soul thoroughly awakened to a 
sense of sin, without the least, the most 
distant prospect of pardon and deliver- 
ance ; — a soul, which sees all its ofiences, 
with all their aggravations painted in 
the most lively colours, beholding at the 
same time the most awful displays of the 
Divine Majesty, power and purity ; — ^^a 
soul deeply pierced with the arrows of 
the Almighty, alive to all the misery and 
horrors of its situation, charging itself as 
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the author of all this misery^ and lengtib^ 
etiing <mt the tedious moments in cease- 
less and unavailing regret ^^ It is a 
^ fearlul thing to faU into the hands of 
^ the living God." His tbreatenings »* 
gainst impenitent transgressors are not 
^mpty words, fitted and designed only to 
terrify wedk and superstitious minds*; 
but dve^ are great aerd awful realities, as 
many, alas ! who once could laugh at 
^nd make a jest of sacred things, mfw 
know to their isad experience. 

if everlasting banishment from the bliash 
ful presence of God,-~if the loss ©f aU 
that is excellent and desirab(ie,-~«^tbeare- 
proaches and accusations of an awakeftiedl 
conscience, — if the mutual upbraidings of 
partners in iniquity,— ^if the sneering re^ 
proof of devils and wicked spirits, — if <6he 
bitterest ^reflection on the past, and ^tbe 
TOost gloomy despair as to the future :} — ^if 
all these things, I say, constitate tbe 
very essence of wretchedness, then how 
dread&l h the ipunishment of i^miers in 
a future state,*^punishm^^ aggravated 
by these two very affecting considiera* 
tions, that it might have been avoidedt 
axid that it shall never have an end ! I 
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my tl^at it mi^ h^YH^ beei| sFoided ^ 
&r none shall be able at last cb$;rgQ 
tb^if Maker with thsiv Mitg^ nor to aaijtt 
th^ me%m and opportmities matB nak 
aSmded them <af ileeing from tbe woati^ 
to ooota Neither ahall ithb pjomisfauMiiK;; 
ever fata^e an end; for this; is the deere^ 
of AieflYeQ, that dbeir votoi is the ^ imni|> 
^^ that never dieth,'' and rtiieir fire is ^^1^ 
<^ iire that shall nev^ be qui^iched«^ 

I (OOBie now, 4W was proposed in thQ 
m^md place, m make xaae pcaotical imt 
proivemeats of d^ sittject^ fox jomt vBtn 
struction and dbecstion, irho are still iai^ 
the land of tiie Hidng, and iv the |>lac«r 
of hope. And, 

h Henoe mc should learn to be tniijr 
tlhanj^ful ibr the Lord ^esMS Oirirt, mh^ 
was pQCMiiissMoed, Mud came ante d» 
worlds and iR^ho sui&ned and liied^ Ao 
<( 'deliver us &oni the irath to (pome. -' 

Blessed ibe God lliQt it is :nat y^ un^ 
EToidf^le With respeefc to auf <)£ us ; mafi 
we are told «ad wamed<of it« on pwpoae 
that we may giye dil^enee to make onir 
escape. God has sent his own Sen, liis 
<Hi}y md weUibeloyed iSbn^ io debirer ib| 
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from going down into the pit ; and 
Christ the Son of God actually trode 
the wine-press of his Father's wrath in 
the r<x>m and stead of all who believe 
in his name. What praise and grati- 
tude^; then, my friends, are due froni us 
to the Father's love, and the Son's con- 
descension and grace ? Can we go round 
the cross of Christ, and survey the wounds 
of a djring Saviour ; — can we hear him, as 
he is represented in the gospel, cry out, 
and say, " My soul is exceeding sorrow- 
" ful even unto death !"— can we behold 
the heavens all darkened over him, and 
the earth trembling under Ijiis cross, in 
that dismal hour of his suffering, with- 
out learning the infinite guilt and deme- 
rit of sin, and feeling sentiments of the 
warmest love and gratitude to this Friend 
and Saviour of men, ** who, though he 
*^ was rich, yet for our sakes became 
" poor, that we through him might be 
"made rich !" Oh ! marvellous and stu- 
pendous love, worthy of everlasting ad- 
miration and unceasing praise ! When 
I think of the blessings which this Sa- 
• viour brings to me,— of that hell and de- 
struction from which, to relieve me, he 
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suffered, bled, and died,~K)f the eternal 
glory to which he offers to exalt me,— 
surely if one spark of gratitude remains 
in my breast, here is an object well fitted 
to call it forth, and to stir up all that is 
within me ^* to bless and magnify his 
" holy name, who forgiveth all my ini- 
** quities, who healeth all my diseases, 
" and who redeems my life from de- 
" struction.*' Even on earth, with my 
feeble voice, would I join the new song 
of the ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousand of thousands of angels, 
who around the throne of God sing, 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to 
** receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
^^ and strength, and honour, ^nd glory, 
" and blessing." 

2. From what has been said on this 
subject, let us beware of envying the 
prosperity of the wicked, or estimating 
the true worth and happiness of men 
from their outward circumstances in 
life. 

•* As for me," said the holy Asaph, 
" my feet were almost gone, my steps 
" had well nigh slipt, for I. was en- 
** vious at the foolish, when I saw 
" the prosperity of the wicked." But 
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prosperity without grace it ^ dAiigeiroiis 
state; and did we know the whole cir- 
ii^liQist^ces of the cas0^ we diould irather 
he dLsposed to cegaird them with; pitji 
4ha05 SB we are apt art; first sights to court 
Jbt ehyy their aituatidti^' Wicked then 
dide easily down the stj*ea]XL of tiihS, 
whUe surrounded hy the pleasuretr of tsiti 
and sensJB^ but soon are they .^: driven It^ 
** Way in their wickedness/' and iep«- 
rated for ever from dl source of cHotJojt- 
tnent What though now th^ are cV^- 
.thed iti purple and fine lineOi abd fare 
BUtQptuously every day P^^^what though 
bow they may live at ease in their pos^ 
sesiiiotaSy having nothing to disturb thdir 
peace ;~-yet will all this profit them lit 
that period5 when neither wealth, nor 
power, nor friends, will be able to afford 
relief,— ^when every earthly prop is totter- 
ing and ready to sink under thein,^~when 
the world and all that it contains can-* 
iiot for a moment stay their parting 
b^dth^ — ^when all its profits and all its 
pleasure will be seen to be lighter than 
air, and more worthless than the chaff 
which the wind driveth away ? 

The rich man in the pari^ble before 
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ti8i ysmsi possessed odT power and ^eat i^- 
flueQce. Fon a seaaoo: he basked ia tbe 
sKmshiine of pnos^perity^ whdJe poor Iliazar 
lus was doomed to drietk the cup of aJ^ 
flktioo^ and to languiah i^oder povertj 
and disease. Buft the longest a>%d cleai}- 
est. dajTy as well as darkest odght^ must, 
hawe an end ; and if we follow the iricli 
man and the beggac tO) the other worlds 
kaw awfiil and striking ia the contrast^ 
£br ^ there the ome is comlorted^. andi t(hQ 
^ other is tormented !f' I& the.pr?^Qit 
state of things we only see a part, astd a 
small part, c^the p^an. of' Providence jbiit 
let us not thevefore concthide, thsCi the 
Judge of all the earth will nieA assured-^ 
fy do light. ^ He will JKidge: the world 
^ in. righteousness, aod the; people with 
^ equdty/' Thoiigh the wicked nmjr Qow^ 
be in prosperous circumstances, whi}e 
the laitbfitil servants of God are groan* 
ing under a heavy pressure of calanaitj^, 
yet there is a day fast approaching: which 
wiU make a full revelation of th^ i^ght-* 
eoiis judgments of heaven. Instead o£ 
cov^ing the pomp and splendour oF 
riches, or envying the prosperity of un-^ 
godly m«iy~insteadof anraigiiiiiagtfae dis^ 
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pensations of God's Providence, or muf' 
muring at your own lot in the world, 
let the present unequal distribution of 
things teach you to look forward with 
gratitude, composure and joy to the pe- 
riod when the plans of Divine Wisdom 
shall be completed, when every crooked 
thing shall be made strait before the 
Lord, when order shall be brought out 
of confusion^ and the ways of the Eter^ 
nal juistified before an assembled world, 
when each one shall exclaim j <^ Thou 
** art righteous, O Lord, because thou 
^* hast judged thus; even so true and 
" righteous are thy judgments, Lord 
« God Almighty.'* 

8, From what has been said let me) 
exhort sinners of every description to 
fly from hellj or this final misery of the 
wicked* 

Regard it as a signal and wonderful 
act of mercy, that you are thus fairly 
warned of your danger, that there is a 
Saviour still ready to receive you, — a city 
of refuge provided, the gates ^of which 
are set Open in the gospel. The fault, 
brethren, if you despair or perish, lies at 
your own door. For the same sacred 
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Book^ which reveals ^^ indignatioD and 
^^ wrath, tribulation and anguish against 
** every sonl of man that doth evil," re- 
veals also the blood of the Lamb of God 
slain from, the foundation of the world, 
^ able to save to the uttermost'* Even 
the greatest sinners that ever existed 
have obtained forgiveness, and God ne- ^ 
ver^did, nor never will shut the door 
upon any who apply to him for pardon 
through the great Mediator. Wash in 
this fountain, and your sins, though as 
numerous as the sand upon the sea-shore, 
and deeply aggravated, shall be blotted 
out Afler the thousands and millions 
that have sat down at the gospel feast 
and fed upon this heavenly provision, the 
ministering servants of Christ are still 
commanded to assure you, that there is 
room for you, for thousands and millions 
iQore ; yea room for all, if all would come 
and partake of the fulness that is in Christ 
In what language more appropriate can 
I address you, than in the words of God 
himself to the Israelites of old ? ^< I 
** have no pleasure in the death of the 
" wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
" his way and live* Turn ye, turn ye. 
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• ftom yjoiir evil wajs^ for why will ye 
"^ die, O house of latiwdT When God 
IS: wiUing to save your soul, why sfacMuld 
yoa be witting to destroy it ? When he 
oflers you life, why should you prefec 
death ? Wbeo be ca& you tOh share the 
liappiness of beaveiv why should yoa 
prefer the miseries of hell ? ^^ Would tn 
** Giod that you were wise, that y^ktt 
^ would undierstand this, that yon would 
** consider your latter end^ that you 
^ would know in this yo«ur day, the 
^ things which belong to your peaeei 
^ ere they be for ever hid from yoot 
^ eyes.'* 

^ Behold now is the accepted tirae» 
^ BOW is the day of salvation." Happy 
are they who still hear the joyful sound ; 
thrice happy are they who accept of tjbd 
gracious offer. Happy even in compari* 
son is ' the state of that sinner who haa 
not yet gone to the land of forgetful- 
ness, but is still in the land of the living 
and in the place of hope. Your time is 
short and uncertain, your danger greil;^ 
if privileges are abused and offers de- 
spised. Flee then speedily and without 
delay for shelter from the storms of di- 
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Vkieirengeance^ to the coFett of CSirist^tr 
{Blxming bloody and betake yourselves to 
this fountain opened for sin and unclean*^ 
ness,. while access yest remaina BehoJd 
God waiting to be gracious, — the Lord 
Jesus knocking at the door of every heart 
among you and seeking admission ! Say 
toot to him, " Go thy way for this time,'* 
lest he strive with you no longer, lest 
he " swear in his wrath that you shall 
*^ never enter into his rest" Put not his 
forbearance to any farther trial, lest you 
tempt him to cut you off in your sins^ 
and reserve you to the day of destruc- 
tion. 

But though there be no hope for you 
while you :^ntinue to reject Christ, yet 
if you accept of him as he is offered in 
the gospel, an unfading crown of glory, 
a portion in bliss, and a seat at his right 
hand, shall be yours throughout eter- 
nity. Choose then this day what ye 
wiH do. Life and death, the blessing 
and the curse, are set before you. May 
the Lord make you willing in the, day 
of his power to obey his call ! May he 
incline your heart, while it is called to^ 
day, to make that holy and happy choice, 
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of which in this world you will never re^ 
pent, and for which in the world to come 
you will never cease to renderieverlast^ 
ing songs of praise and joy ! Jmen. 



SERMON III. 
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ISAIAH XLV. 22. 



Look unto me^ and he ye savedy all the ends 
qf the earth. 

These words evidently refer to the bnu- 
zen serpent which Moses^ at the com<^ 
mand of God, lifted up in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai. We learn from the book 
of Numbers, that the people of Israel, 
by their unbelief and murmurings, had 
displeased the Lord, and provoked him 
to visit them with manifestations of his 
wrath. As a judgment on their sin, he 
sent among them fiery serpents, which 
bit the people ; and no cure for the bite 
being found out, great numbers died. 
Terrified at this judgment, they came to 
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Moses, confessed their guilt, and besought 
him to intercede with the Almighty in 
their behalf. Moses at their request be- 
sought the Lord ; and the Lord heard his 
prayer. He did not indeed grant the very 
thing which was asked, nor give relief in 
the exact manner that the Israelites had 
required. Instead of immediately remo- 
ving the serpents fi ' w a them, he reveal- 
ed a way in which those who were bit* 
ten might be cured ^ at ihe same time 
that it would put their faith and obe- 
dience to the trial. 

The Lord commanded Moses to make 
a serpent of brass, and having set it on 
a pole, to raise it up in the midst of the 
camp, that it mi^ be steeiQ by the 
whale congregation. To thk 8erpe«M# 
thus lifted up, the peoiple were dinaeted 
to loiak; wfaUe it was prMBisiedf 4ji^ 
every one witto was bitten should qq bi^> 
haiding (it be cured. And tkms it citme 
to (pass, as many as believed, and t>bey* 
ed the directifoni, wene instantly healed* 

Now, as the brazen setrpent was lifiad 
up tfor the healing ^of the Israelites^ w 
was the Son of Man ilrifted mp ibr tfa^ 
baling loif (bfae nations. It is in i&m 
wteiH&Bting point rof view, » lifted up 
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for the redeno^ion ^ mai^uidy thdt 
the prophet Isaiah in our te&t contefih- 
pktes and describes the Hesskh pro- 
inised to dbe fathers. This |MrQf>bet al- 
ways abounds with tfae most sublkne 
views 'of the gospeL and kingdom qF 
Obmst, But the scene whkh he >bffie 
GKhibits appears to be the noblest and 
most affecting that can be coooeived by 
the mind of man. 

Winletbewhole woiftd was.gmaniqg un- 
der the heavy pressure of the fall, afflktt- 
cd by sin, that most direful and inost fatal 
disease :; while it was thereby subjected, 
not «only to ^temporal, but to etennal 
^ath; the iSav'iour is lifted tip on iMouat 
Calvary ; immediately ft^e s4hi fwilMeld 
Iris Hgbt ; ithe earHh was 'darlLeaed, and 
4ke Tocks w^re rent i the light of hk Fa* 
iter's countenance was Kvithdra^Ha, and 
'divine wrath was |»oured out in )all ids 
fury upon his head. Omnipotence akme 
could anstain the dveadfdl shock. In the 
oooidst of tUits awM x^oniict, the bouI df 
«Jesia8 seemed to rise above its own agony, 
audio feel for men. Forgetful of die 
mdiice of his enemies, at tbe very time 
he was enduring its most direful ejects, 
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he prays his Father to forgive them, and 
viewing with pity a perishing world, he 
exclaimed, in the words of the prophet, 
" Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
" ends of the earth." 

Such, my brethren, is the noble and 
aflfecting view in which the prophet re- 
presents Jesus in the passage before us. 
And from this view the two following 
observations naturally arise. 

Firstj The words of the text are ad- 
dressed to persons in a distressed and 
dangerous condition. They are persons 
who stand in need of a Saviour ; and 
they are required to look to Christ for 
salvation. As it was the painful feeling 
of the bite of the fiery serpents, which 
alone could induce the Israelites to look 
to the brazen serpent for a cure ; so be- 
fore men can be persuaded to look to 
Christ, they must be sensible of their 
lost and diseased condition. They must 
be convinced that they are sinners, both 
by nature and practice, and stand expo- 
sed to the just wrath of God, both in 
time and through eternity. Christ came, 
not " to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance ;" he came "to seek and 
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^< to s»ve thqse which are lost." The 
first step, therefore, iq the regeneration 
and salvation of a sinner, is a deep con? 
viction of sin. This conviction alone 
can excite him to look to Christ, that 
he may be saved. 

The second observation is, that we 
must lool^ to J!esus, not so much as the 
Son of God, the Creator of the world| 
the heir of all things, and the other high 
characters in which he is described in 
Scripture ; but chiefly as the Mediator 
between God and man ; as a crucified 
Saviour, and the great sacrifice that was 
to finish transOTession, and make an end 



^o 



of sin, and as he who is able to save tq 
the uttermost them that come to God by 
him* Had not the wounded Israelites 
been fully convinced of the healing vir- 
tue ascribed to the brazen serpent, they 
would never have directed their eyes to 
it, in expectation of a cure. 

Having premised these two observa- 
tions, I go on,^r«/, to shew in what man-^ 
ner we are to look to Jesus Christ. Sct 
condy I shall mention some considera^ 
tions to enforce the duty enjoined in th0 
text 
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Firsts We must look to him with an 
eye of faith. We can no longer behold 
Jesus in this world with our bodily eye. 
We cannot look to him in the same 
manner as the Israelites looked on the 
serpent of brass. We must, therefore, 
look to him with the eye of the soul, — 
through the medium of that faith, which 
is the evidence of things not seen. The 
operations of the mind are often express^ 
ed by terms taken from external objects. 
Faith, in particular, which is an act of 
the mind, is often represented in Scrip- 
ture by metaphors taken from the body. 
Sometimes the metaphor is borrowed 
from the ears ; and to believe in Christ, 
is to hear his voice. " Incline your ear 
** and come to me ; hear, and your soul 
** shall live.'' And sometimes, as in the 
text, the metaphor is taken from the 
eyes ; and faith is described by " looking 
'' to Christ." 

The wards before us, therefore, are to 
be Understood in the same sense as if he 
had said, " Believe in me ;" according to 
another passage, " Believe, and thou 
** shalt be saved." 

Simply to look to Christ, that is, to di- 
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rect our thoughts to him, in the same 
manner as to any other person, is not 
sufficient A medicine will not lessen 
the violence of a disorder unless it be 
taken. Food cannot satisfy the cravings 
of hunger unless it be eaten. It was not 
enough that the serpent of brass was lift- 
ed up. The remedy thus provided 
must be used and applied, and, as it 
were, brought home, by every one to his 
own case. Every Israelite that would 
be healed must look on the serpent ere 
he could expect a cure ; and thus it is 
with the salvation provided for sinners. 
It is not enough that it has been provid- 
ed : It is not enough that Christ has been 
crucified, and has thereby offered a suf- 
ficient sacrifice for sin. Sinners .must 
secure to themselves an interest in that 
sacrifice ; they must make the blessings 
purchased by it their own. And how is 
that to be done? By a lively faith in 
Christ as a Saviour. What multitudes 
beheld Jesus stretched on the cross, 
pouring forth his peace-speaking blood, 
and offering salvation to mankind, and 
yet derived no benefit firom his death ! 
And what multitudes, in every succeed* 
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ing age, have in like manner looked to 
Jesus, and yet remained in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity ? 
How many have been familiar with their 
Bibles, and with the sufferings of Jesus ; 
how many have contemplated a crucified 
Saviour as exhibited to their view by bis 
servants; how many have not only heard 
and seen, but tasted and handled of the 
word of life, and yet died in their sins ! 
Astonishing this ! — to be so near salva^ 
tion, and not to reach it; to have in 
their hands the sovereign remedy for 
their distemper, and to derive no bene^- 
fit from it ! What can be the cause of 
this ? Or, rather, is it not obvious ? They 
were never thoroughly convinced of their 
dangerous situation ; they lived careless 
and secure, and though Christ crucified 
was often exhibited to their view, though 
they often looked to him like the Jews 
of old, as they passed by ; yet they never 
looked to him as a Saviour. Theyneveti 
from a sense of the grievous disease un- 
der which they laboured, looked to him 
that they might be healed. 

It is not enough, therefore, my bre- 
thren, that Jesus sometimes occupies your 
thoughts. Your thoughts of him must 



ON LOOKING UNTO CHRIST. 117 

be to the last degree real, serious, and be^ 
lievitig. You must behold sin in all its 
malignity. You must view your condi- 
tion by nature in all its horrors. You 
must be ready to cry out, " What shall I 
" do to be saved !'* Thus, surrounded on 
every side with danger, you must be con- 
vinced of your need of a saviour ;— that 
you are dead in trespasses and in sins, 
and cannot make a single effort to save 
yourselves. You must also be convinced 
that Jesus alone can save you ; — that 
^' there is none other name given under 
" heaven by which you can be saved, but 
" the name of Jesus.'* Some of you may 
perhaps be ready to say,^ " Will he think 
" of me? Surely he did not die for such 
** a sinner as I am ; surely even his blood 
" cannot wash away the stain of my 
"guilt!'' How delightful, O Christians, 
in such a situation, will be the words 
of Jesus ? " Ilook unto me, and be ye 
" saved, all the ends of the earth." 
Look unto me, sinners of every coun- . 
try and of every age,— look unto me ye 
who are farthest removed in hope, as 
well as in place, — ^ye who are the ends of 
the earth, — ^who deem yourselves the 
meanest and most polluted of hiankind, 
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— <^ Look unto me, and be ye saved/* 
" Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
" shall be white as snow ;" " tho' they be 
" red as crimson, they shall be as wooL'* 
Then will you be encouraged to lift up 
your head, and to cast an eye of faith 
and of hope to Jesus j and you will be- 
hold in him every qualification that a pe- 
rishing sinner, humbled and broken un- 
der a sense of guilt, can require in a Sa- 
viour, Though the spark of spiritual 
life in you be extremely faint, though 
hope and despair, like the quiverings of 
an expiring flame, alternately take pos- 
session of your mind ; yet you will be- 
hold in Jesus a gentle and a compassion- 
ate Saviour, who will not break the brui-. 
sed reed, nor quench the smoking flax. 
You are not only covered, but oppressed 
with guilt; but in Christ you will see 
him who bare your sins in his body on 
the tree, You have no merits, no right- 
eousness of your own, to plead with God j 
but you will behold Him who fulfilled the 
law in your stead, and by whose obe- 
dience many are made righteous. You 
are poor ip spirit ; you are conscious that 
you are weak, dependent creatures ; that 
you have no claim even to the (nost or- 
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dinary blessings of life ; but in Christ 
jou see the heir of all things, out of whose 
fulness you may hope to receive, and 
grace for grace. Thus, my friends, you 
must look to Jesus with an eye of faith, 
convinced of your lost condition ; that 
Jesus alone can save you, and that he can 
save to the uttermost all that come to 
God through him ; and when you have 
thus beheld in Jesus every thing that 
could be desired of a Saviour, — ^when you 
see that he is the very person whom your 
condition requires, then will you fly, with 
eagerness, to the hope set before you, — 
then will you exclaim, with the Apostle 
Thomas, " My Lord and my God !**-^ 
This leads me to shew, in the 

Second place. That we must look to 
Christ with eager desire of relief. 

The Lord Jesus is styled " the desire 
" of all nations." He is just what a 
guilty, condemned, perishing world re- 
quired. And when God, by his pro- 
phets, gave men some faint hopes of 
such a Saviour, with what eagerness did 
they look forward to that happy period ! 
Abraham longed earnestly to see the 
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day of Christ, and ^< he saw it a&r off 
^ and was glad" '' I know/' saith Job, 
^ that my Redeemer liveth, and that be 
^ will stand at the latter day on the 
" earth." ^ I will lift up my eyes," saith 
the Psalmist, ^^ to the hills, from whence 
^^ Cometh my help." Thus did the men 
of old look forward with eager desire to 
the ootning of the promised Messiah. 
But we, my brethren, have seen his day. 
To us he has been more clearly and 
fully exhibited. Can we then pretend 
to believe in Jesus, and yet behold him 
with indifference ? Will the man who is 
on the point of sinking in the waves, be^ 
hold with indifference the boat that comes 
to his relief? Will the criminal who has 
been sentenced to death, and who trem- 
bles at the approach of the destined fatal 
hour, look with indifference to the Prince 
from whom he expects a pardon ? These, 
Christians, are faint, but they are apt 
totnparisons ; they shew the absurdity of 
preti^nding to believe in Jesus, and yet 
not looking to him with the strongest 
emotions of desire and hope. Only con- 
ceive the situation of man by nature: 
Convicted of transgressing the diving 
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law^ sentenced to the most dreadful pu- 
nishment, already feeling the alarming 
prelude of the wrath of God, and look- 
ing forward to the gulph of misery, 
which death discloses ; he is approach- 
ing it with rapid steps ; the moment of 
his dissolution is uncertain ; he trembles 
on the brink of eternal ruin, every in- 
stant ready to sink into endless torment : 
Conceive such a situation ; conceive a 
tnan whose eyes are opened to behold 
all its horrors, trembling, aghast, casting 
around a look of distraction and despair. 
Suppose, at such a moment, he hears 
these delightful words, " Look unto me, 
and be ye saved,'' what will be his emo- 
tions? Will they not be those of the 
most importunate desire and eagerness 
to obtain the help, — the relief of which 
he stands in need? Will he not, with 
Peter, when ready to sink in the waves, 
reply, " Help, Lord, or I perish ?" How 
would he then labour to lay hold on Je- 
sus Christ, to reach the Rock of Ages, 
and secure himself from danger ! Then 
will he be often on his knees before a 
throne of grace, and a new spirit will be 
infused into his prayers. Then, with the 
importunate wi^ow, will he pray with- 
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out ceasing, till his request be granted. 
Then will his heart accompany his ad- 
dresses to heaven, and enforce the peti- 
tion with groanings that cannot be ut- 
tered. Such, my Christian brethren, 
will be the feelings of the awakened sin- 
ner ;— -such the look of eagerness which 
he will direct to Jesus. Nor does this 
eagerness abate ; on the contrary, it in- 
creases with his growth in grace. It 
does not, however, proceed altogether 
from the same principle. It is less 
prompted by fear, and more and more 
by love. After he has once tasted that 
the Lord is gracious, then indeed his 
soul is inflamed with desire ; then, like 
the Apostle, '' he counts all things loss, 
" that he may win Christ, and be found 
" in him." Though he is already in 
Christ with respect to faith, he is still 
out of him with respect to complete 
conformity. ^* He has not yet appre- 
^' bended that for which he is also ap- 
*^ prehended of Christ Jesus." Fixing, 
therefore, his look on thfe Saviour, he is , 
continually " leaving the things that are 
" behind, and reaching forth to those 
** that are before," while he ** presses 
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^^ onwards towards the mark for the prize 
^^ of the high calling of God in Christ 
" Jesus." 

Thirds We must look to Jesus with 
sentiments of gratitude and love. 

As the man who looks to Jesus with 
an. eye of faith cannot but look to him, 
at the same time, with eager desires of 
relief; so, in like manner, the man who 
has been thus earnestly looking for mer- 
cy, who has grounds to believe that Je- 
sus has heard his supplications, and spo- 
ken peace to his soul, will naturally re- 
gard his Saviour with gratitude and 
love. 

The unconverted sinner, who has ne- 
ver cast a wishful imploring eye to the 
blessed Jesus, is altogether insensible of 
his excellence. In his eye he has no 
form nor comeliness that he should be 
desired. He is ready to say to the af- 
fectionate, grateful Christian, << What is 
<^ thy beloved more than any other be- 
*^ loved ?" But when divine grace has 
shone into the soul to fill it with the 
knowledge of the glory of God in Christ 
Jesus, then he (the Saviour) nm 
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different form. <^ To them that believe 
" he is precious ; he is the chief among 
" ten thousand, and altogether lovely." 
Then believers fix their eyes on him^ 
like the three disciples on the Holy 
Mount, when he was transfigured before 
them ; '^ when his face did shine as the 
<^ sun^ and his raiment was white as 
" light." Then they look to Jesus in 
every situation of his life, with new e- 
motions. Like the daughters of Jerusa- 
lem, they accompany him to Calvary, 
weeping. When they look upon him 
whom they have pierced, they mourn, 
and are in bitterness ; " as one is in bit- 
" terness for an only son, and a first- 
" born." Then the Angel rolls away the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre; 
then the Lord of life rises in triumph 
from the tomb, leading captivity captive, 
and exhibiting the trophies of his vic- 
tory over death and hell. What joj 
overwhelms the heart of the Christian ? 
With what gratitude and admiration 
does he behold the Captain of his sal- 
vation made perfect through sufferings ? 
With Mary he is ready to exclaim, " My 
" soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
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spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sa^ 
« viour ; for he that is mighty hath 
" done to me great things, and holy is 
** his name." And with what admira- 
tion and love does the believer look to 
Jesus, as he ascends to bis everlasting 
glory, when he follows with his eyes, 
and in imagination contemplates him 
seated on his Father's right hand, invest* 
ed witl^ all power in heaven and in earth, 
Burrounded with radiant hosts of sub- 
jects and seraphs, and ruling with the 
majesty of the King of Kings, over all 
his widely extended dominions ! And 
with what gratitude and supreme affec^ 
tion does he behold him in the middle 
of this pomp and majesty, with the hea- 
vens for his throne and the earth for his 
footstool, listening to the needy's hum- 
ble prayer, looking with compassion to 
the man who is of a poor and contrite 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and the heart of the contrite ones ! In 
whatever point of view the believer 
regards his Saviour, still he attracts his 
admiration and love. He, is the Lamb 
of God without spot or blemish. " He 
^ is love and dwells in love." He is the 



126 ON LOOKING UNTO CHRIST. 

** light ^nd the joy of the world." " He 
" is the beloved of the Father ; he is the 
** delight of angels ; he is the confidence 
<* of all the ends of the earth." 

To him, therefore, the Christian di- 
rects his supreme affection. He loves 
him more than his nearest and dearest 
earthly relations, — more than life itself. 
He leaves all, and attaches himself to 
Jesus. He leans on him as he advances 
through the wilderness. " I have found 
" my beloved," does he say, " and will 
" not let him go." " Neither life, nor 
" death, nor angels, nor principalities, 
" nor powers, nor things present, nor 
" things to come, nor height, ©or depth, 
" nor any other creature, shall be able to 
** separate me from the blessed Jesus." 
— This leads me to observe, in the 

Fourth place. That we must look to 
Christ as an example of righteousness 
whom it behoves us to follow. 

Men naturally imitate those whom 
they love. They view them in every 
motion, and in every action, with a fa- 
vourable regard : even their failings are 
scanned with partiality, and assunqie the 
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appearance of propriety. Hence we are 
apt to imitate the weaknesses and the 
foibles, as well as the virtues of those 
whom we esteem. But in imitating the 
example of Jesus, we are in no danger 
of being misled. " He did no sin, nei- 
" ther was there any guile in his mouth :" 
" he was holy, harmless, and undefiled, 
" separate from sinners.*' He appeared 
on earth in all the beauty of holiness. He 
came to shew the sons of men howfair,how 
illustrious human nature was in a state of 
innocence. He magnified the law and 
made it honourable. He gave to us an ex- 
ample that we should walk in his steps. Let 
us then, my brethren, look to Jesus as that 
living pattern whom it behoves us to £^U 
low, and consider his righteousness as the 
bright mark that is set up to attract our at* 
tention, animate our exertions and guide 
our conduct How will it give spirit and 
energy to all our virtues^ to set tbe Lord 
continually before us ? How will h enable 
MS to support our soul in fotienee^ ulien 
we propose for our imkatkn the hleaued 
Jesus, subjected to the mo&l cmd suffer- 
ings^ and bearing fbem witb onsfaaken for- 
titude ? How wfll it soften and smooch ottc 
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tempers, to behold him reviled, yet rer» 
villng not again ; enduring injury and in- 
sult with the meekest, gentlest spirit; 
and in the agonies of expiring nature, 
yielding entirely to the emotions of pity 
and generosity, praying even for his ene» 
mies and murderers? How will it en- 
large our hearts, and stimulate the exer^ 
tions of benevolence, to behold Jesus go-? 
ing about doing good, visiting the house 
of mourning, binding up the broken^ 
hearted, preaching the gospel of peace to 
the poor and to the contrite ; continual- 
ly engaged in some merciful, generous 
deed; and employing those supernatu- 
ral powers which he possessed, solely for 
the benefit of the afflicted? And how 
should it inspire us with the feelings of 
true devotion and piety, to behold Jesus, 
in the season of repose, retiring from the 
world, and pouring forth his heart in 
prayer to his Father and his God ? Cam 
we behold him, after all the labours of 
the day, after all the fatigue and hard- 
ships which he endured, all the insults 
and injuries he had received, looking 
back with complacency on the good deeds 
he had done, and hastening to enjoy de- 
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lightful fellowship with his Fathe??-— 
Can we accompany him to Mount Olivet, 
see him kneel down in aecreti look tip t6 
heaven imploring the divine mercy on 
those who had insulted and pet06ctited 
him ;^^«-can we, I say, behold the blessed 
Jesus in this posture, without the most 
affecting emotions j--*^without seeing and 
feeling how becoming the sentiments of 
piety are, and how dignified the charac- 
ter, and how happy the man who walks 
with God ? 

Comply, then, my Christian friends, 
with the advice of the Apostle to the He- 
brews, viz« ^^ to run with patience the race 
^ set before you, looking unto Jesus,'* 
and to imitate him also in carrying for- 
ward your hopes to the joys *which are yet 
to be revealed. Though he was in the 
form of a servant, though he bedame o^ 
bedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, yet for thejdy set before him, — 
of being highly exalted, and receiving a 
name above every name,— for this joy, 
^ he endured the cross, and despised the 
^^ shame." And has not the Christian also 
a joy set beforfif^ him ? Has not Jesu&s the 
forerunner, fissured Iii^ follo^er^, thftt he 
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is preparing ^^ a place for them in his Far- 
" ther's house above, that where he is 
** there they may be also ?" Has he not 
said, " To him that overcometh will I 
" grant to sit with me on my throne, even 
^^ as I overcame, and am set down with 
" my Father on his throne ?" Has he not 
^^ loved them, and washed them from their 
<^ sins in his blood, that they may be 
^^ Kings and Priests unto God ?" Is not 
this a joy sufficient to animate the Chris- 
tian soldier in his spiritual warfare,— to 
encourage him to fight the good fight, — 
to finish his course, and keep the faith ? 
Should not this determine him to follow 
the Lamb wheresoever he goeth, through 
good report and bad report ; and even to 
rejoice in being partaker of his sufferings, 
that when His glory is revealed he also 
may appear with him in glory ; knowing 
assuredly, that " if he suffer with Christ, 
^^ he shall also reign with him,'' and be 
recompensed a thousand fold? 

In the fifth and Imt place, We must 
look to Christ as our intercessor. 

How dreadful, how baneful the effects 
of sin ? When on^e it took possession of 
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ithe hearty it rapidly spreads its power 
through the human frame. Every virtu- 
ous principle became corrupted ; man was 
wholly debased and polluted with this 
deadly evil. In vain, then, is Christ exhi- 
bited on the cross ;-r-in vain does he in- 
vite sinners to look to him that they may 
be saved, unless by his sp|rit he opens 
their eyes and directs them to himi^elf. 
Though I have explained ia what manner 
a believer must look to Jesus in order to 
be saved, I must now obserye, that diving 
grace alone can enable bim to do this* 
He must look to Jesus with an eye of 
faith ; and though << faith cometh by hear- 
ff ing, and hearing by the word of Gqd,'* 
yet it is only produced in the heart by 
the influence of the Spirit accompanying 
the word. " By grace are ye saved 
^* through faith, and thftt not of your- 
^ selves; it is the gift of God." Again, we 
must look to phrist with eager (desires of 
relief But f^ no m^m can come to Qirist 
ff except the Father draw him.'* We 
must look unto Jesus with admiration, 
love, and joy ; but these are all fruits of 
the Spirit. We must look to Christ auji 
follow bim as our for^ranu!^; but t^js 
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We «finiiot do, unless by the Spirit of Grod 
we are strengtliened with all might in 
the imier man $ and being reg^ierated 
by gtaee, ate *^ dead unto sin, and alive 
^^ unto righteoasness^'' Hence the man 
who would look to Jesus and be saved, 
must.^ esk wisdom of God, who giveth 
<< Hberiilly unto idl, and upbraideth not/' 
But how sh^ guiltj man approach the 
footstool of a thrice holy God ? How 
shall be, who has abused the common 
bounties of Providence, apply to a just 
God for other and higher blessings ? 
Would not the spirit of man fail before 
him, and the souls whom he hath made P 
But he has a High Priest that is touched 
with a fellow feeling of his infirmities. 
To Jet^tis, therefore, he must look as his 
itatercessor, by whoiri he is encouraged 
to come to the throne of mercy. He 
must consider himself as one, who " is 
^^ poor, blind, and naked ;" who has fop- 
feited his title to every blessing, tempo- 
l*ai and spiritual, and whose hope and 
confidence must rest solely on the me- 
rits of a crucified Saviouir. Ilie believer 
asks nothing for his own sake ; He looks 
to Jesus for eveiy thing pertaining to 
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life or to godliness. Even when be 



prays for his d^ily fopds he looks to him 
9S his intercessor, through whose iQe^ 
diation alone he e^cpects to be beard. 
Surrounded with spiritual enemies, and 
conscious of bis own weakness, be loolss 
up with confidence to the Captain of bis 
salvation. It wa3 moh a look as this, 
that good Jehosaphat, when beset by his 
enemies, raised to the Lord of Heaven : 
*^ We have no might against this great 
" company that cometh against us ; nei- 
" ther know we what to do ; but our eyes 
" are upon thee." And when the Chris- 
tian falls, for fall he must in this imper- 
fect state, to whom can he look but unto 
Jesus ? His well-known gentleness and 
condescension can alone revive and en- 
courage him to proceed in his heavenly 
course. And conscious of his own weak- 
ness and imperfections, he looks ever 
with an eye of supplication and depen- 
dence upon Him, " who giveth power to 
"the faint, and to them who have no 
" might increaseth strength." " Though 
" the youths shall faint and be weary, and 
" the young men shall utterly fail, yet 
" they that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
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^* new their strength ; they shall niotiilt 
^< up on wings ai^ eagles ; they shall run 
<< and not be weary ; they shall walk and 
^« not be fainti" They, and they only 
Who thus look to Christ shall be saved. 
It is they only whose lives are hid with 
Christ in God» who, when he appearsj 
BhaH also appear with him in glory« 



SERMON V. 



ON LOOKING UNTO CHRISIV 



ISAIAH XLV. 22. 

Look unto me^ and be ye saved^ all the end$ 
qfthe earth. 

In discoursing formerly from these 
words, it was proposed to shew^ j£r^ 
In what manner we ought to look to Je- 
sus Christ ; and, second^ To niention some 
considerations to enforce the duty en^- 
joined in the text. 

Having illustrated the manner of look^ 
ing to Christ, I come now, under the 
second general head, to mention some 
considerations to enforce the duty of 
looking to him. 

Consider, ^rsty Who is the glorious 
object to which you are required to 
look. 
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Second^ Who it is that requires you to 
look. 

Third, Fot what purpose he requires 
ydu to look. And, 

Fourth, The facility of the duty, and 
eictent of the invitation^ 

Mrst, Consider to what a glorious ob- 
ject you are required to look. It is none 
other than the Son of God* 

Whether we direct our attention to the 
surface of this earth which we inhabit, or 
to the wide expanse of the heavens above^ 
we discover an infinite variety of objects^ 
which the human eye is fitted to contem- 
plate, and which it cannot behold with« 
out admiration and delight But the 
object to which in the text we are invit- 
ed to look, is transcendently more glo- 
rious than them all. It is he wjho gave 
to nature its attractive form^ who clothes, 
the fields with all their beauty, who gave 
to the everlasting hills their grandeuf 
and strength, who spread out the fw 
canopy of heaven, who adorned the 
night with all its shining hosts, and 
lighted up the glorious luminary of day. 
And if Christ was the Author of all that 
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Older and beauty which Nature exhibits^ 
how glorious must he himself be ? What 
jBtist be the splendour of the Sun of 
righteousness^ who shines with uncrea^ 
ted eternal lustre in the highest heavens ? 
And shall we, my brethren, behold with 
delight the works of his hands, and not 
lift up an eye ^f admiration to himself, 
their great first cause ? What is it that 
fills the heavenly host, the shining or^ 
ders of Seraphims and Cherubims, with 
fulmiration and joy ; what is it that per-« 
p^tuates the sunshine of their bliss, and 
Animates to ecstacy their melodious 
strains ; is it not the contemplation of 
the Creator's glory ? Is it not their blest 
employment to surround his throne, 
and with united voice to sing, ^^ Wor- 
^^ thy is the I^mb that was slain, to re- 
<^ ceive power^ and riches, and wisdonGi, 
<^ and strength, and honour, and glpry^ 
^^ and blessing?" This is the voice of 
the ten thousand times ten thous^d, 
and thousands of thousands of blessed 
spirits, in that world where the perfck?- 
tions of Jesus are most, fully and clearly 
displayed And shall we not join in 
the hiurmony of the celestial choir? 
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Shall we not echo back their song, and 
reply, " To him that loved us, and 
^ washed us from our sins in his blood, 
" to him be glory and dominion for ever 
•^ and ever ?*' 

Surely, my friends, this is the most 
distinguished privilege which we possess 
above the inferior creatures, that we are 
formed in some degree capable, even in 
this distant land, of knowing and con- 
templating our Creator and Redeemer. 
Let us then assert our native dignity ; let 
us rise with noble ambition above the 
objects of time and sense, and fix our 
thoughts on the mighty God, the ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

But the object to which we are here 
required to look, not only disserves our 
highest regard^ because he is a Divine Per- 
sonage, ^^ equal to and one with the Fa- 
<* ther ;" but also because he is ** the great 
^^ Immanuel, God with us,'' in whom the 
divine and human nature are mysterious- 
ly combined. What admiration, O Chris- 
tians, pervaded the heavenly host, when 
the mystery of. godliness was revealed, 
" God manifested in the flesh !" And 
did this sight attract the attention and 
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Wonder of angels, and shall the sons 
•of men be indifferent? They who are 
most interested in it, — ^they upon whom 
it reflects the highest honour,-^— on whom 
it confers the greatest happiness ?— *• 
" Christ took not on him the nature of 
^ angels, biit the sfeed of Abraham," 
bUr nature . in him is advanced above 
the angels, and is next in dignity to the 
tiature of God. And to what object in 
the universe shall man delight to look, 
if not to that which is most honourable 
to man; — ^the human nature in Christ, 
exalted above principalities and powers, 
raised to a place of eminence, to which 
even arbhangels dare not aspire, united 
with the Godhead, and invested with 
universal dominion ? Turn then your 
eyes^ felloV^r Christians, from earth, where 
human natute appears so vile and de- 
graded, subjected to such weakness and 
distresses ; so polluted witii guilty so 
prone to every thing that is base or 
mean, where, in the course of a few re- 
volving suns, it loses, its beauty and ltd 
vigour, becomes a frail tott;^ring fabric 
which quickly drops into the dust, and 
becomes food for worms ;-^urn your eyes 
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from thia humiliating scene to the throne 
of God, there to behold hum^n nature 
raised to its highest perfection, shining 
in eternal undiminished glory in the 
person of Christ Jesus our Lord and R^ 
deemer ! 

Such is the object to which we are de« 
sired to look, — an object which, of itself, 
ought to attract and fix our contempla- 
tion. Does beauty delight the eye? 
" Christ is fairer than the sons of meq," 
or even the angels of light : he is the 
uncreated beauty ; the brightness of the 
Father's glory. Does grandeur excite adr 
miration ? He is the great and only Ppr 
tentate ; he is the King of Kings } he 
dwells in light inaccessible ; rci^id^ ip 
the high and holy place ; heavep ia hi)3 
throne, and earth his footstool. Is good- 
ness a delightful object ? He is the source 
of goodness; his countenance be^mis jbe-^ 
nignity and love through creation } hik 
band with liberal bounty spreads a tal^l^ 
for every thing that lives ; he is the pifO- 
tector, the friend, and the savipiur pf 
man. h not this an object to which ajl 
the sinful sons of Adam ought to look? 
Ought they not to withdraw their atten- 
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tion from every thing terrestrial, and 
deem it an high honour, a noble privi- 
lege, to be permitted to contemplate the 
King in his beauty and glory ? — But it is 
not only thie privilege, it is the duty of 
man ! This brings me to mention, in the 

Second place, That it is Christ who here 
calls us to look to him. 

And under what multiplied obligations 
do we lie to obey his voice ? It is not 
the voice of a fellow mortal ; it i^ not the 
command of a creature :*-^the6e we may 
disregard. But it is the Creator, the Re- 
deemer, the Governor of the world, who 
invites and commands us. It is that voice 
which ^< spake, and it was done ;" which 
SMd, ^^ Let there be light, and there wits 
^ light*' It is the voice that spake us 
from nothing into existence; and sliall 
We, when brought into existence, dis-i 
obey it? It is he who sits on a thrond'of 
majesty, whose sceptre rules over all, 
whose eternal laws heaven, earth and seas 
<^y, who calls us to look to him ; and 
dare we disregard or resist his will ? It 
is he whose voice the quick and the dead 
shall at last hear and obey ; a voice which 
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shall ere long address each of ua in these 
joyful words : " Come, ye blessed of ijiy 
^^ Father ; " or in this awful language, 
" Depart from me, ye cursed." And 
ought not this consideration to alarm U3 
DOW, to make us listen in the day of our* 
merciful visitation, and to acknowledge 
Christ to be our Saviour on earth, that 
he may acknowledge us as his Iriendq 
and followers in heaven ? 

But will not love, a nobler and more 
powerful motive than terror, constrain 
us ? Will we not be drawn, irresistibly 
drawn, by the cords of love, to look tQ 
him whose delights from the beginning 
have been with the sons of men ? What 
was it that induced the blessed Jesus, 
supremely and independently happy in 
himself at the Father's right hand, to yi* 
sit a world lying in wickedness, and daily 
provoking his righteous indignation ; was 
it not pity, divine pity, and godlike love ? 
And was it not the same generous prin- 
ciples that induced him to exchange the 
joys of heaven for a life of humiliation 
and sufferings ; that induced him to ap- 
pear low, obscure and forlorn upon earth, 
at last to fipish his days upon the cross, 
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and to cry out, ^^ Behold me, behold me, 
^^ to a nation not called by his name ?" — 
And shall we see him extended in cruel 
agony on the accursed tree, his hands 
and his feet pierced with nails, his body 
pouring forth its precious blood, his spot* 
less soul enduring anguish inexpressible 
under a sense of that wrath which was 
due to the sins of a guilty world ?- -shall 
we behold him thus sufiering agony for 
us, and for our salvation, and hear him 
calling out from Calrary, *^ Look unto me, 
" and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
^ earth,"-rTand yet remain unmoved, 
and disregard his dying voice ? Shall he 
complain with David his type, " Hooked 
^^ for some to pity, but there was none ; I 
^< looked on my right hand, and behold, 
^ but there was no man that would know 
«* me ; no man cared for my soul ?" 

Oh, my brethren, can you conceive 
any ingratitude so black as this? Let 
not this, I beseech you, be your crime. 
The voice of your beloved ought at all 
times to be delightful ; but when it is di- 
rected from his cross, it ought surely, in 
a more particular manner, to claim your 
Attention aild regard. " God fi3rbid^'* 
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said St Paul, ^ that I should glory, save 
^ in the Cross of Christ'' It is this 
Cross in which jou also ought to gloiy ; 
it is to this Cross that the Saviour calls 
you to look ; to behold how low he de« 
scended for your sake ; what he endured 
in your stead ; what extent of love he 
bore to you ; and the complete atone- 
ment which he made for your sins. He 
calls you to look to that place where sin 
was expiated ; where death was deprived 
of its terrors ; where man was reconciled 
to God, peace established betwixt hea*- 
ven and earth, the work of redemption 
accomplished, and a way opened for the 
sons of misery to ascend to paradise. 

Surely then, my friends, from love, gra- 
titude, and duty, you ought to withdraw 
your thoughts and affections more and 
more from the world, raise them to hea- 
ven, and direct them to Jesus, through 
whom every blessing, temporal and spi- 
ritual, is derived. The heart is impatient 
when removed from the object of its 
love. On the wings of imagination it re- 
joices to fly to the place of its abode, and 
enjoy the delightful, though ideal socie- 
ty. And thus it is with the believer. 
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** Though absent in body, yet in spirit 
" he is often present with the Lord." 
" He walks by faith and not by sight" 
Here he only sojourns ; here he regards 
himself as a stranger and pilgrim ; his 
most serious, his most delightful thoughts 
are in heaven j because there the su- 
preme object of his affection dwells. 
There his Saviour reigns in glory. To 
him he rejoices to look, and he antici- 
pates the period, when he shall no long- 
er see him, " through a glass darkly, 
" but face to face," and enjoy the un- 
clouded light of his countenance through 
everlasting ages. 

Thirds It is salvation for which we are 
to look. 

The object to which we are directed 
to look is so lovely, so glorious, that we 
ought to esteem it a privilege and a hap- 
piness to be permitted to make it the 
subject of our contemplation. The per- 
son, too, who invites and commands us 
to look, has laid us under such obliga- 
tions as were sufficient, one should think^ 
to compel us to comply with this duty, 
from a principle of gratitude, even tho^ 

K 
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no farther advantage were expected. But 
what ^1 immense weight does it give to 
these motives^ to reflect that Christ is 
totally disinterested in this request ; that 
it is not to enjoy our admiration and ]^e* 
ceive our praise ; — ^he stands in no need 
of us, or of our best services ; — ^it is sole- 
ly for our sakes, that we may be.save<^ 
that he says, ^* Look unto me, and be ye 
" saved, dl the ends of the earth/' This 
is the motive that Oirist holds put to 
men — salvation ! And can the mind of 
mBXi conceive a greater ? No ! This word 
includes every thing, — ^life, health, pleiBh- 
sure, honour, wealth, power ; every infe* 
rior motive is swallowed up, and lost in 
the amazing idea. — Salvation is the^ re- 
lease from every care, the exemptioii 
from every sorrow, the pardon of every 
sin, the purification from every staii^ 
the commencement and progress pf 
every grace and virtue, the acquisitipn, 
of every joy j healing from every disea^g^^ 
and complete victory over death ^nd the 
grave. Is it not wonderful, O sinners! 
that this delightful sound,-^these glad 
tidings of great joy, reached this lapdt 
while we ^^ were dead in trespasses and 
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^^ in sin6, witbout God, and without 
hope?'* And shall this sound be beard) 
tad yet after all be slighted and^ dospid^ 
td ? "^Can a people so foolish taxd unwise 
expect iji enjoy peace in their own mind, 
or the approbatibn of Grod ? How ^haljl 
we,-?4M)w can we escape, if we peglept 
so great mlvfition? 

The motive, my brethren, which I uQtf 
hold out to jou,^mds in no need of didr 
quence to enforce it. There ajre some m0^ 
tive», naturally so &eble, that it require^ 
much embellishipent to impress thelki 
upon the mind. ]3ut the motiye in the 
text, though displayed in the mojst sipiple 
dress^ it calculated to mal^e the deeped 
impression. An eternal exemption fi^oiii 
misery^— ^the attainment of unbounded 
bliss : these are two ideas comprehended 
in salvation, which^ when viewed with 
calmness, cannot fail to have a powerfiil 
influence on the mind Instead then of 
exhibiting, or of attempting to exhibitji 
the greatness of that salvation^ let me 
call upon you, my Christian brethren*, 
most seriously, as you value your eternal 
interests, to ponder this motive ip yopy 
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beafts. Let not the vanities, the fleet-- 
ing vanities of time, exclude eternity 
from your thoughts. What is it, — 'what 
can it be, that makes men so eager cCbout 
the trifles, the insignificant trifles of a 
day, and so careless and indifferent about 
heaven and hell ? Is it because they are 
not seen ? But are they on this account 
the less real ? Or can we, by refusing to 
think of them, remove them to a greater 
distance ? Nay, can they ever be re- 
moved to such a distance as to render 
them of no importance to a being des- 
tined for immortality ? No ! Though 
our age was extended to that of Methu- 
salem ; though we were assured that cen- 
turies must roll away ere we arrived on 
the verge of another world, even then, 
one would think, that the great, that the 
tremendous realities of eternity, would 
diminish the distance to our view^ and 
eclipse all the little evanescent objects of 
time and sense. But how different our si- 
tuation ? How rapidly are we advancing 
to the grave? How soon may the silver 
cord which binds us to life be broken ? 
Ho^ soon may we arrive on the confines 
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of .both worlds, and have nothing before 
us but the regions of eternal darkness, 
or of celestial light ? Dreadful thought ! 
If these great and awful objects may 
be so near us; if the curtain may drop 
in an instant ; if the next hour may de- 
termine whether heaven or hell shall 
be 0ur3 ; can we, in such circumstances, 
think of them with indiffereince ? Can 
we hear with unconcern the voice of Je- 
sus saying unto us, /* Look unto me, 
^^ and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
^Vearth?" 

Were the tremendous suiqmons of 
^eath already issued ; if the awfully crir 
tical moment which determined our fir 
nal doom were actually arrived, how ea- 
gerly would we listen to the sound ; how 
anxious would we be to obtain a look of 
our blessed Saviour ; to receive his hand 
to save us from sinking into the gulph, 
and to raise us from danger and death 
to eternal peace and life. What mad- 
ness then to defer ? Are we not dying 
creatures ? Is not our life a vapour which 
appeareth but for a little ? Is there then 
a moment to be lost ? Is eternity to be 
trifled with ? No ! It is a matter of too 
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gteit magnitude to be hazarded on the 
ttbcertainties of life. 

then, fellow mortiEds, let me beseech 
jou to look and fly to Christ, ere the ir- 
revocable Sentence be past^ and in this 
your day bf grace to remember the 
things which belong to your peace, be* 
fore they are hid from your eyes. The 
things of this world to many appear of 
80 much value, that they can think of 
nothing else ; but in a future world we 
shall feel, — ^may we feel it to our joy !— ^ 
that those things which are unseen and 
eternal, alone deserve the regard of a 
rational Atid att immortcd soul. You la^ 
bour much to secure yourselves against 
the evils and inconveniences of a present 
life ; but Will you be at no pains to se-^ 
ctire yourselves against an immensity, 
yea, an eternity of evils ? You tremble 
when surrounded with infectious distem** 
jiers } you employ every precaution to 
guard against them; and will you em^ 
ploy no precaution against sin, the 
inost fatal, the most direful disease that 
ever invaded the human frame? You 
shudder at the thoughts of death, of 
a pang which is temporary, of a se- 



> 
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parfttion which is only for a season ; 
and do you think nothing of an eternal 
death,— <>f pangs that t¥ill never endy-^ 
6f ab eternal separation from the very 
source of happiness? Ah! surely, my 
brethren, if by the most strenuous exer- 
tions s if by the greatest fatigues ; if by 
a- life of pain you could obtain salva- 
tion, it were cheaply bought. But be- 
hold it is offered on the easiest terms. 
You are required only to look to Jesus, 
that you may be saved.-^ Which brings 
me to mention^ in the 

: Fourth place^ The fecility of the duty 
here enjoined. How different, how bless- 
ed and happy is Our situation in this re- 
spect^ compared with the people of God 
under the Old Testament dispensation ! 
We are not, like them, subjected to the 
many external washings and purifica* 
tions, which were only emblematic of 
that inward purity which the divine law 
prescribed : we are not required to offer 
up many costly oblations and sacrifices, 
ydkich could not of themselves take away 
sin, but which derived all their efficacy 
from faith in the all-perfect sacrifice of 
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the Messiah to come : we are not^ like 
the Jews of old, required to undertake 
long, laborious, and expensive journeys 
to Jerusalem several times a-year, to 
keep the different feasts and festivals 
which could only be observed there : — ^in 
short, we are not required to perform 
the various wearisome and burdensome 
rites of the ceremonial law, which in our 
Saviour's days proved to the Jews " a 
" yoke which they and their fathers were 
*f not able to bear." Under the gospel 
nothing is required of us, but a strong 
and lively faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
— ^that Great. Sacrifice which hath been, 
opened up for the sins of the world, and 
which is expressed in the text in these 
words : " Look unto me.'' This faith, 
be it remembered, as it is the living 
principle of all holy obedience, implies 
in it a renunciation of all sin ; for it is 
seated in the heart, and causes its pos- 
sessor to delight in a persevering dis-: 
charge of all the duties connected with 
the Christian life. The good works 
which it animates the believer to per- 
form are not only the most satisfying 
evidence of his being a disciple of Jesus, 
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but constitute the very essence of saving 
faith. Indeed, where there are no good 
works, there can be no true faith. These 
good works can never give us a title to 
heaven, but they evidence our submis- 
sion to God's commands^ and are neces- 
sary to train us up to a meetness for 
partaking in its happiness. Now, this 
operative faith is all that is required of 
us in order to obtain salvation. 

I would not be understood by this 
to mean, that salvation itself is a cheap 
and easy^purchase. It is a purchase 
which the united efforts of men and an- 
gels could never have effected. But, 
blessed be God, the price is already 
paid by Jesus Christ, the surety and sub- 
stitute of sinners, and the demands of 
infinite justice are fully satisfied. Christ 
hath suffered, the " just for the unjust, 
^^ that he might bring us unto God."-— 
" The Lord laid on him the iniquities 
" of us all." — ^' He bore our sins in his 
** own body on the tree." And hath 
Christ done and suffered so much to 
purchase salvation for us, and shall we 
not comply with the only condition on 
which it can be ours ? Shall we not bq 
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9t the trouble of looking unto him for 
this inestimable blessing ? Hath he done 
so much for us^ and shall we refuse to 
do so small a matter for ourselves ? 
What would they give who are now shut 
up in that place where the " worm dieth 
** not, and the fire is not quenched," to 
obtain a release from it even for a day ? 
and shall we not look to Jesus to be re- 
leased from it for ever ? And, Oh ! how 
do the saints in heaven rejoice, that ever 
the Saviour said to them, ^^ Behold me, 
" behold me j" that ever they were in- 
duced to look to him, who hath bestow- 
ed on them such an exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory ! What will we not 
undergo, — ^what will we not attempt, for 
the perishing treasures of this world? 
and shall we not be equally cfamest in our 
endeavours to obtain grace to enable 
us to look to him who promises to en^ 
rich us with all spiritual blessings in hea- 
venly places? — As a farther encourage- 
ment to comply with the invitation con- 
tained in the text, let us consider 

Lastly^ The boundless extent of the 
invitation. 



bN LOO&mo UNTO CHRldT. 155 

Here, as on the former particular^ 
time will permit us only to make a very 
few general observations. 

Moses was directed to tell the Israel* 
ites, when be set up the brazen serpent^ 
that *^ every one who was bitten, when 
^^ he looked upon it, should live.'' No 
exceptions were made. All were invito 
ed to share the blessing. And all who 
sought a cure in the appointed way ob*" 
tained it No stage, no state of the dis- 
order, made any difference. ^* It came to 
'^ pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
** man, when he beheld the serpent of 
^^ brass he lived." And thus it is with 
the invitation in the text. It is address* 
ed to persons of all descriptions^— K>f all 
characters and conditions ; to the high^ 
end to the low ; to the rich, and to the 
poor ; to the learned, and to the igno«> 
rant ; to the young, and to the old : not 
only to the' outwardly decent and vir- 
tuous, but to the very chief of sinners. 
None are excluded, but those who wil- 
fiilly exclude themselves. 

Unlike the Mosaic dispensation, which 
was confined to the land of Judea, and 
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continued only for a limited period, the 
<< blessings of the gospel shall be extend-^. 
<< ed to the most distant corners of the 
" habitable world ; they shall extenjd" 
from *^ sea to sea, and from the river to 
<< the ends of the earth." In ages that 
are passed, many have embraced the in- 
vitation ; and generations yet unborn 
shall share in its blessings. The pro* 
ihises of God respecting the enlarges 
ment of the Redeemer's kingdom shall 
all be fulfilled in their, season, and mul- 
titudes of all people, kindreds, and 
tongues, shall continue to be added to the 
Church while sun and moon endure, till 
at length " the knowledge of the Lord 
" shall fill the earth, as the waters cover 
" the sea ;" " and men shall be blessed 
'' in him ; all nations shall call him blessh 
" ed." What a mighty encouragement 
is this to all of you, my brethren, in- 
stantly to comply with this gracious in- 
vitation ! Let not the powerful feeling of 
your multiplied and highly aggravated 
sins deter you from looking unto Christ. 
This is the very character of the persons 
to whom his most tender and pathetic 
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invitations are addressed. '^ Come unto 
'^ me, all ye that labour and are heavy la- 
" den, and I will give you rest." 

Thus have I endeavoured to urge 
you to look to Jesus, because the object 
is most glorious ; because it is the com- 
mand of one whom we cannot, without 
the blackest ingratitude, disobey ; be- 
cause salvation is the inestimable prize; 
because the duty is in itself easy and 
delightful ; and because the way is free 
and open to all. 

What more, my friends, needs be 
added to enforce these powerful consi- 
derations ? Though we were to expatiate 
ever so fully, " in the enticing words of 
** man's wisdom ;" yet it is the Spirit of 
God alone that can render them effec- 
tual* 

Let me again femind you, that there 
is no way of coming to the Father but 
by Jesus Christ. What then must be- 
come of those who seek salvation in ways 
of their own devising? Consider what 
would have become of the wounded Is- 
raelites, had they refused to make use of 
the remedy provided for them ! When 
bidden to look at the brazen serpent for 
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a cure^ bad they said, No I we will try 
some other means of ()roihiring relief ; 
we will go to the physicians j we will 
have recourse to medicines ; what must 
have been the consequence ? They would 
certainly have died ; for the remedy 
which they would thus refuse was the 
only one which Infinite Wisdom had pro- 
vided, and i?hich alone could heal their 
deadly wounds. Sin has given to every 
one of us the most deadly of all woundsj^ 
infinitely more dangerous than the bite 
of the fiery serpents,--a wound which no 
art, nor wisdom, nor labour of our own 
can heal. Christ alone can heal it, and 
it is only by looking to him that we can 
obtain a cure. 

At present you may refuse to comply 
with this duty ; you may turn away yoiir 
eyes from the Saviour now j you may 
confine your attention for a time to the 
objects of this world : but there h a day 
fast approaching when you must look 
to Jesus : ^ For behold your King co- 
^^ meth !" Even they who would willing-* 
ly hide themselves in the dens and caves 
of the earth must behold the Ancient of 
days arrayed in all the terrors of vin- 
dictive justice. They must hear his 
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voice pronounce the eternal doom ; and 
then at last they must obey. O ! then, 
Itet me, as a worker together with God, 
beseech you, brethren, by the riches of 
divine mercy j by the love of Christ ; by 
the value of your never-dying souls j by 
the hope of glory ; by the weeping and 
gnashing of teeth that await the wicked 
and slothful servant, to prefer the wiser 
part,— to obey the voice of Jesus while it 
is yet all gentleness and love, — ^and to 
look to him while his countenance beams 
with pity and affection to man. Let 
not the Lord spread out his hand all 
the day long unto a rebellious people. 
Let him not say of you, " I called, but 
<^ ye refused." Close: with hlsf ofEen^ and 
accept his graciou3 invitations. Think, 
if you continue to ^iisregard them, how 
it will aggjravate your condemiiatiim, 
and enhance your everlasting remon^ 
that such invitations were addressed to 
you, but scorned ; — such sk salvation pro- 
vided by heaven, but neglected^ 0! 
then, " Kiss ye the son, lest he be an- 
^^ gry^ and ye perish from: the way, 
<< when his wrath is kindled, but a little. 
<^ Blessed are all they that put their 
" trust in him." Amen. 
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MATTHEW XVII. 5* 



TFhile he yet spake j behold a bright clotcd 
overshadowed them : midj behold^ a voice out of 
the chndj which said. This is my beloved Son^ 
in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him. 

JL HESE words were spoken on a very re- 
markable occasion. Our blessed Lord 
having taken his three favourite disci- 
ples, Peterj James, and John, into a high 
mountain to pray, (to Mount Tabor, a 
beautiful hill in the land of Galilee,) 
was transfigured before them : His face 
did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as snow. The rays of his di- 
vine glory burst forth through the veil 
of his human nature with a dazzling and 
amazing lustre ; and he displayed on 
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jgfttth a Specimen of the glory which he 
had with the Father before the world 
Wastf Tbiii sple&did exhibition was, no 
ddUbt) granted to his disciples for this 
4itidi atfiong OtherS) to fortify their minds 
against the ignominy of his crols, to con- 
firm theit faith in him as the promised % 
Messiah, and to keep them from being 
offisnded at the course of deep hnmilia- 
tiott attd suffering upon which he was a- 
bout to enter, and of whic^ he bad lately 
forewarned them. 

At this tiine there appeared, talking 
with hitn, Mosefi, the gteat lawgiver of 
God's people, and Eliad, the zealous re- 
torer of the law : these illustrious saints 
being sent from heiaven as ambassadors 
to wait upon Christ ^nd his apostles, and 
to be the witnesses of this memorable e- 
vetat :-Ha glorious interview indeed ! the 
law and the gospel, the church militant 
and the church triumphant, met togifitW , 
Jesus Christ being the glorioiii bead and 
bond of union between both* 

Peter upon this occasion Mems to 
have imagined that Jesus had now assu- 
med that dignity and glory in which the 
Jews expected that the Messiah was to 
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appear; that Elias was come according 
to the sense in which they understood 
that prediction of Malachi» and that his 
flourishing temporal kingdom was now 
begun^ and would continue for ever. 
Wherefore, in the first hurry of his 
thoughts, he proposed erecting three ta- 
bernacles for Jesus and his celestial visi- 
tants, — intending perhaps to bring the 
multitude from the plain below to parti- 
cipate in the glorious scene. ; 

But, lo ! while he yet spake, a cloud 
or pillar of light overshadowed Moses 
and Elias, as they ascended again to the 
heavenly regions: a voice is heard, — 
not the awful voice which from Mount 
Sinai's top shodk the earth and the hea- 
vens, and filled the congregation with 
terror, but the peaceful voice of approba^- 
tion and love : it is the voice of the Most 
Bigh which issues from the cloudy and it 
announces of Jesus, '^ This is my beloved 
<^ Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear 
" ye him !" 

These, Christians, were the most com- 
fortable words that ever reached the 
ears of fallen man, — ^the most acceptable 
news that ever came from heaven to 
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earth, since our first apostacy from God. 
Thej are of the same import with this 
gracious declaration, that ^^ God is in 
" Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
" self, not imputing unto men their tres- 
" passes." The disciples were now as- 
sured, by an audible voice from heaven, 
that the same Jesus, who had hitherto ap- 
peared in a low and mean condition, and 
whom they now beheld in the glorious 
majesty of his transfigured state, was 
Gk)d's own Son,— his Son, not by creation, 
as the angels are his sons ; — not by adop- 
tion, as men become his sons ; — but his 
Son by generation, — ^his only begotten, 
his well-beloved son. " He is the Word, 
^^ who was in the beginaing with God and 
" was God ;" equal to and one with the 
Father j " the witness of his glory, and 
" the express image of his person." 

In discoursing fi^om the words of the 
text, it is not my intention to explain any 
farther the testimony that God the Father 
here gives concerning Jesus Christ, when 
he says, *' This is my .beloved Son, in 
" whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him !" 
but understanding it to express, in gene- 
ral terms, the Divinity of our Saviour, 
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and bis appointmenit to the office of Me-* 
diator between heaven and earthy I 8hall 
rather, in this discourse, illustrate the 
duty which God here requires of us with 
respect to Christ, contained in these 
words, ^ Hear ye him !" and then draw 
some practical improvement from 'what 
may be said. 

Firsts These words, *• hear ye him i" 
evidently refer to the prediction coDcern-i' 
ing that great prophet, whom God by hit 
servant Moses promised, many aget» be* 
fore our Lord's manifestation in the fle^, 
should arise among the Israelites* Th6 
Lord God, says be, ^^ will raise up unto 
* them a prophet from the midst of their 
** brethren, like unto me ; unto him shall 
^^ ye hearken.'* This, my friends, is a very 
important and comprehensive duty$ tho' 
expressed in few words. To treat of it at 
full length, would lead us into a field too 
wide for its at present to enter. I sfaaU 
therefore specify only a few particulars 
that may be supposed to comprehend the 
substance of what seems here to be ret^uir- 
ed. I observe, then, that this precept or 
duty includes in it, in the Jirst place, that 
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ypW 4re to hear Christ as your Prophet 
and Teacher sent from God. 

The disciples plainly saw Moses and 
Ellas talking with JesuSs and they were 
DO donbt desirous to hear the interesting 
conversation* They would naturally ex- 
pect to receive some very important in- 
formation from these great prophets who 
were immediately come from heaven^ 
With itching ears would they listen to 
the news of that glorious unknown coun-^ 
try» which no mortal eye was able to ex- 
plorct But, lo ! a vpice from the cloud, 
a word from the great God himself, 
checks their curiosity. It proclaims the 
arrival of a new prophet, infinitely supe- 
rior to Moses or Elias j yea, to all the 
prophets that had gone before or that 
may come ailer him ; and it commands 
obedience to him ; ^* Hear ye him !" 

Are we not then bound to receive his 
doctrine and laws as the truths and pre- 
cepts of the living God, and to make 
them the ruleof our faith and manners. 
We must with deep attention, with much 
solicitude and care study the knowledge 
of his gospel, assured that it contains the 
most important information which the 
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human mind is capable of receiving. 
" No man hath seen God at any time ; 
^^ the only begotten who was in the bo- 
^* som of the Father he hath revealed 
" him.'* It is in the gospel of Jesus^ and 
in the gospel only, that we are assured 
of the love of God; of the friend- 
ship of ?,his Son ; of the blessings of the 
Spirit J of the pardon of our sins ; of the 
regeneration of our nature ; of the im- 
mortality of the soul, and of the happi- 
ness of heaven. He came to proclaim 
the divine mercy, to unfold the councils 
of the Eternal, and clearly to point out 
the path that leads to perfection and hap- 
piness for ever. He hath brought the 
message of peace and reconciliation to a 
guilty world ; and the doctrines which he 
hath j delivered are heavenly and spiri- 
tual, every way calculated for enlighten- 
ing the understanding, and purifying the 
heart, and therefore are we bound to read 
his word, and hear it preached with re- 
verence and godly fear,— to receive it with 
faith and love, — ^to lay it up in our minds 
and to practise it in our lives, that our 
souls may be thereby moulded into the 
very temper and spirit of the gospel. 
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For this end, my brethren, you ought 
to pray to the Giver of all good that he 
would enlighten your minds in the know- 
ledge and love of the truth ; that he would 
grant you the aids and illuminations of 
his Spirit to enable you to profit under e- 
veiy means of improvement in knowledge 
and in grace that you enjoy,— -and to at- 
tend upon all the ordinances of religion, 
whether ordinary or more solemn, with 
those dispositions that become the devout 
and acceptable worshippers of the Lord 
Jesus. But, in the 

Second place. The duty which God 
here requires of us, includes in it that we 
hear and embrace Christ as our Great 
High Priest, whose sacrifice and interces- 
sion can alone reconcile us unto Gk)d, and 
secure our present peace and everlasting' 
happiness. 

The Apostle, writing to the Hebrews, 
says, that truly there were many priests 
under the law, because they were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death : 
they were frail and short-lived men, who, 
how well soever they discharged the du- 
ties of their sacred function, in a few 
years behoved to leave it to their succes- 
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mtfs, The laiowtew of the QW^Teita- 
ment bajd their appointed m^^iw tofixU 
fil, when their hue^ih w^t oi*t awer 
more to return, jurt <is tjie roi»i*t0w ^ef 
Christy wfider theJifew TwtjimeBtifWe 
c^kdhe»ce^i9ue nfter ftnotber, «fiiei?f»^ 
figteg the duties of their w«5^^«er-. 
^-But here, my brethren* Qunkttepttoii m 
directed to the Great Kigh Vvmt^ of 
whom A«<w WW only a faint type i tfain 
ifi Aprieat after the order of Melchlseded^^ 
and whose offiee is to continue for ever jr^ 
whose sacrifice is perfect every way suA 
ficient for the expiation of sin, and whose 
intercession is all prevalent and perpe^ 
tual. As the High Priest under the li^w 
did) once in the year, offer a sacrifice £^r 
the sins of the people, and with the bloods 
thereof enter into the Holy of i^ohes ; 
so the Messiah did, by the one oblation of 
himself once offered, enter into the holy 
place not made with handus eternal ii\ tbe 
heavens, and there he presents before 
his Father's throne the sacrifice he ofihiv 
ed) and his blood that was shed for the 
sins of the world. This is the powerful- 
ly efficacious plea that he urges in behalf 
of those who come unto God by him. He 
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of success. Wq acd therefbcd to hear 
him and depend on him as the only High 
Priest oTer the House of Grod, whose at* 
toneipent andintepceaiion can alone avail 
tO' the salvation of our souls. 

Let us, fellow Christians, renounce all 
confidence in ourselves^ it) ctuv own* right- 
eousness and good works, aqd rely wholly 
OB the meritorious righteousness 'and 
powerful intercession of Jesus Christ, for 
thepavdmi of our Bins, and peace wiA 
God, and for the hope of eternal life. 
Let ITS lay aside all boasting, and count 
ourselves eternal debtors to the Great 
Surety of the new covenant^ seeking £br 
acceptance of our persons and perfora^ 
ances through him, knowing that it is 
through him only that God will declare 
himsdif well pleased. Let each of us 
pray, <^ Lord, look not upon us as we are 
*^ in ourselves ; but look upon us as in 
^^ the face ofthine Anointed, and hear that 
<^ blessed advocate in our behalf, who ma^ 
<^ keth intercession for transgressors, and 
<< whose blood cleanseth from all sin." 

In the third place, The duty enjoined in 
the text includes in it, that we hear Christ 
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and submit to him as our King, oup Sa^ 
vereigu Lord and. Lawgiven 

He is pointed out ih>m the dki^ 
Mount Tabor, as that Kii^ who is to 
reign in righteousness^ ifho was t ji^pified 
bj David, and to whom^ as Was declared 
by the angel at his conception, the ^^ Lord 
^< God should give the throne of his fa- 
^ ther David, who should reign over the 
^ house of Jacob for ever^ and of whose 
^ kidgdom there >should be no lend." 
Him we are here directed, yea ccraomiandr- 
ed to hear and obey. ^ 

We must therefore cast off thewc^ks 
of sin end Satan, and take upon us the 
yoke of this great Lord and King^ inrho 
is every way worthy of our hi^est ho- 
mage and respect, whose service is oip* 
highest honour, and whose laws are the 
most perfect liberty. We are no more to 
be governed by the evil inclinations and 
trorrupt desires of our own hearts ; nor 
are we to suffer ourselves to be swayed 
by the sinful customs and vicious exces- 
ses of this earth ; but must be determin- 
ed to be governed by his laws, and di- 
rected by his example,* fighting under his 
banners against the devil, the world and 
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the fleshy and all the enemies of our im« 
mortal souls ; being at the same time en^ 
tirely resigned to all the dispensations of 
'his Providence, assured that he knows 
infinitely better what is good for us than 
we ourselves can do, and that he will 
make the ^^ light afflictions of the present 
*^ life, which are but for a moment, work 
^^ out for us a far more exceeding and e- 
^* temal weight of glory,'* Surely it well 
becometh us, his subjects, to follow him 
in the path which he himself hath trod- 
den, however rugged or difficult it may 
appear; remembering that we are enlist- 
ed under his banners, bound to obey 
his commands, and to conform ourselves 
to his example. In this way alone can we 
testify our regard to him, and our cordial 
subjection to his authority. In this way 
alone can we hope to be ever with the 
Lord, and to share in the honours which 
he hath provided, and promised to con- 
fer on all his faithful servants. 

You see then, my friends, that if you 
would hear Christ, you must receive him, 
and believe in him as your Prophet sent 
and authorised to instruct you in the will 
of God for your salvation j that you must 
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and submit to him as oii 
vereign Lord and Law(>\ i 
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" God should gr'-' ^ ^^'^ich are im- 

« ther David, wir : uaiing Christ, so 
« house of JacA^^ -^^^^<^1 i" the passage 
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ed to hear an* ^'^ l^™> ^s his beloved 

We m» 
of sin av*^ ^ reaches us, that the legal 
yoke of t*=' ^^^ ^^^^ **- ^^ ^°^* t^^t the 
is every fvt'^«'^'^^^ was to begin, and Jesus 
mat^e pn ^* ^^^*-^ universal Teacher, Law- 
hif^'hest '- ^ ^^'iid of the Christian Church. 
niostTOV •'•^*^^ Klias, who represented the 
be ffov -*^'^^^^^"» appeared inthecha- 
(•orri* ^'^ ^^^^ Testament prophets, when 
^re •« • '^ aausfiguredj but you must ob- 
l)v ♦s '•**^ before the voice was issued 
.^^ ^ ^ wloud overshadowed them, and 
,^^, ^ ,h4w voice had ceased, the disciples, 
.,. • aiig ^*P t^^*-'^'^ ^y^^> saw no man save 
..t,-' -uily. At the time of Christ's bap- 
.iivh a voice from heaven was heard 
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of* tlie same deckratioii j 
.:: of Christ's deaths which 
completion of the Old Testa*^ 
it jnopliecies, and the tennination of 
its legal institutions, being now at hand^ 
there was added on thei present occasion 
to the voice which was uttered at his 
baptism, this memorable and impoitant 
clause, " Hear ye him !" The disappew^ 
ing of Moses and Elias^ with the addi^ 
tion of this clause, clearly intimates, that 
now the gdspel Was to t^ake place of' the 
law. The (Substance being now come, 
the sh^ow flies away^ The law and the 
prophets were iiow folfilled in Ghtrist ; 
and his people were no more to wor^- 
ship God^ and sedk accepta&ce with him 
according to former ordinances, but in 
the way whidv Jesiis should teai^ and 
Appoint. 

He is the Prophet foretold in ancient 
prophecy; the sole Head and King of 
the Church, and his kws alone are bind- 
ipg on the conscience* Whoever, there- 
fore^ shall have the presumption to make 
laws contrary to his, or inconsistent with 
them ; whosoever shall add to, or take 



174 ON HEARING CHRIST. 

from what he hath said ; whoever shall 
make for themselves terms of Christian 
Communion wliich he hath not institu- 
ted^ are not to be regarded : Nay, my 
friends, you are bound not merely not 
to regard them, but to beware of their 
delusions. This is invading Christ's pre- 
rogative; and though it were possible 
for an angel or saint from heaven to as- 
sume such a power, we would not be at 
liberty to hear, or to obey his words. 
The well-beloved Son of God, to whom 
Moses and Elias surrendered their au- 
thority and influence in the Church, you 
are to hear, in opposition to, and in ex- 
clusion of all others ; and you are to con- 
fess him alone as the Lord of your faith 
and conscience. 

Secondly^ We may infer, that the hear- 
ing of Christ, as already explained, is 
the sure and only way to happiness. 
^^ He is the way, the truth, and the 
^ life," and there is no coming to the Fa^ 
ther but by hearing him. All other me- 
thods which men may invent will prove 
vain and insufficient, and must disap- 
point their hopes. * 
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None ever yet trusted in God and 
were ashamed ; '^ Christ is the chief 
<^ comer-stone, laid in Zion, elect and 
^^ precious ; he that believeth on him 
*^ shall never die," O ! my brethren, let 
me urge it on you, as a truth never to 
be forgotten, that Christ is the only Sa- 
viour. Whatever may be the founda- 
tion on which you attempt to build, if 
it be not Christ, it is worthless and un- 
aound Neither can you join any other 
foundation with him. If asked, to give 
a reason for the hope that is in you, the 
language of the lips, the language of 
your hearts must be, ^^ Christ is all.'' 

But though Christ be indeed come 
upon the best errand, and though he be 
every way qualified to save, yet, if we do 
not hear him, we cannot share in his sal- 
vation. Nay, our conduct will be the 
more inexcusable. For God says, by his 
servant Moses, concerning* this Prophet 
whom he was to raise up, ^^ that whoso- 
« ever will not hearken to my words, 
^^ which he (viz. Christ) shall speak in 
" my name, I will . require it of him." 
Our Saviour and his Apostles speak the 
same language. ^* If I had not come," 
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liftid ChFitit^ and ^^ spoken unto yoU, ye 
^ hftd not had sin ; bat now yelmveno 
^^ fcloikipr your sin.'' 

The Apostle to the Hebrews teasons 
thus : " Fot if the wbicd spoken by «n- 
^^^ gels was ^dfast^ and every tratii^eB^ 
^^sion and disobedience received A jost 
" reoompence of reward^ how shall we 
^^ escape if we neglect so ^etit salfbtibOi 
<^ which at the first began to be ^pdkefii 
<< by the Lord, and was edafirmed Uttfd 
'' us by them that hettfd him ?*' Hei df 
old, sent Moses and the ptophetii to 
teach men his will, and to engage^ Ihefii 
to thpir duty ; but when this Wto itiittS^ 
ficient, he sent his own Son, as his last 
and best gift to the human race« And 
be assured, O Christians^ that if yott do 
not hear Christ and obey not his gosp^l^ 
God will grant you no other method of 
recovery ; he will employ no othet ftirgu^ 
ments, or means, to bring you to iialva* 
tion. If these are wilfully tesistedi he will 
leave you to your own hard and impeni- 
tent hearts ; to treasure up to yotirselves 
wrath, against the day of wrath and the 
revelation of his righteous judgments. 
You shall be punished with everiasting 
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destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
Behold the miserable condition of gos- 
pel despisers ! for them there remains 
no other sacrifice for sin, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries. " See, then, that ye refuse 
" not him that speaketh ; for if they es- 
^' caped not, who refused him that spake 
" on earth, much more shall not ye es- 
" cape, if ye turn away from him that 
" speaketh from heaven." 

What now remains, my friends ? But 
that I, in conclusion, earnestly and afiec- 
tionately call upon every one of you to 
obey the command of God revealed in 
the text, and to hear and lay hold on his 
well-beloved Son. 

Your compliance with this divine pre- 
cept is not a thing that is of itself indif- 
ferent, and which you may neglect or 
perform according as fancy or humour 
may direct. It is the positive command 
of the great and eternal God himself, 
and at your peril you are bound to obey. 
For although God himself is not now 
requiring you, by an audible voice from 

M 
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heaven, to hear and to receive Christ as 
your Prophet, Priest, and King, yet his 
authority is not less powerful than at 
any former period. His command, de- 
livered in his word, is as binding on 
your consciences at this day, as it was 
upon those of the chosen disciples to 
whom it was immediately addressed : it 
is as obligatory, as if, with your own 
eyes, you saw his glorious Majesty shi- 
ning through the cloud on the mount of 
transfiguration : it enforces your obe- 
dience as implicitly, as if, with your ears, 
you n6w heard the voice of the Al- 
mighty Father calling upon you aloud^ 
to hear and obey his well-beloved Son* 

Although you are deprived of Christ's 
bodily presence, yet the eye of faith can 
carry you back to the glorious display of 
his Divinity on the Holy Mount, and 
forward into the highest heavens, and 
there behold a once crucified Saviour^ 
now enthroned in glorious majesty, at 
God's right hand, where he still ^cts as 
Head of his Church, and where he shall 
continue to reign, till all his enemies are 
made his footstool. 

Although you cannot hear his hea^ 
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vetily discourses delivered from. his own 
mouth, yet to your comfort, Christians, 
you have access to read his word, which 
contains every thing necessary for you to 
know, to believe, and to practise, in or*^ 
der to salvation, which in his kind pro- 
vidence is transmitted pure and entire 
to this remote age and country, and 
which, if you peruse it with diligence and 
care, is, by the blessing of his Spirit, no 
less efficacious for salvation, than if its 
contents had been by the Lord Jesus ut- 
tered in your hearing. 

Although the great Prophet of the 
Church is gone to heaven, yet, in good* 
ness and love to your souls, he hath es^ 
tablished a succession of men, whom he 
hath appointed and authorised to ex- 
pound his word, and to dispense his or- 
dinances to his people; and to whom 
he hath promised, that be will be with 
them to the end of the world, by his 
Spirit, to render their ministration effec- 
tual for your spiritual edification and 
comfort. And, therefore, by this com- 
mand of God, given in the text, you are 
bound to hearken to their words/ as to 
the words of Christ, so long as by the 
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Jesus the author and finisher of faith. 
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-^ Jesus f the author andjinisher of our faith. — 

GrLORious things are spoken in Scripture 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. He is 
the grand subject of the sacred volume, 
both in the Old and in the New Testa- 
ment^ — the centre where all the rays of 
divine revelation meet, and from which 
they receive their brightest lustre. Num- 
berless, indeed, and truly magnificent, 
are the titles with which he is there adorn- 
ed. He is ** the eternal and only begot- 
'* ten Son of God ; the brightness of the 
^* Father's glory, and the express image 
*^ of his person." " Unto us a child is 
" born, unto us a son is given, and the 
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" government shall be upon his shoulder, 
*^ and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
^* Counsellor, the Mighty God, the ever- 
«* lasting Father, the Prince of Peace." 
He is elsewhere styled " the Alpha and 
" Omega, — the First and the Last,-— the 
" Prince of the kings of the earth, — ^the 
" King of Kings and Lord of Lords, — the 
^^ King of Glory and the King of Saints.'* 
But of all the views that can be given of 
the Lord Jesus, none, perhaps, is more in- 
teresting and encouraging, and none more 
deserving of our serious and attentive 
consideration, than that which the Apos^ 
tie Paul here suggests, when he styles 
him ^* the Author and Finisher of pur 
^* faith " or salvation. 

The object, then, of the following dis- 
course, will be to shew in what respects 
Jesus Christ may be style4 the Author of 
our faith. 

In the Jint place, The honourable ap- 
pellation in the text may be given to 
Christ because he hath puhlkhed salvation 
to man. 

Long indeed before our Saviour's mani- 
festation in the flesh) God had revealed the 
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doctrines of salvation in his written word. 
But the Jews were the only people on 
earth who enjoyed this heavenly light ; 
and even among them it was sadly ob- 
scured. Divine truths were blended and 
pferverted with human inventions. Cap- 
tivated with the ceremonial precepts of 
their law, they utterly neglected the mo- 
ral'; and while they paid their highest at- 
tention to those rites which pleased their 
own imaginations and humours, they un- 
dervalued those essential duties that were 
calculated to purify and improve the heart 
By their vain traditions they increased 
the load of ceremonies ; and by their cor- 
rupt interpretations of the law, they not 
only abridged the number of its nioral 
precepts, but in a great measure destroy- 
ed the obligation of those that remained, 
and which they themselves acknowledged 
to be divine. Their ideas of dbctrinal 
truths were equally erroneous ; and their 
interpretation of the prophecies respecting 
the Messiah shewed the absurd notions 
they entertained of the nature of his king« 
dom. Their teachers were blind leaders 
of the blind. 
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But even this knowledge of which I 
speak, imperfect and corrupted as it was, 
extended no farther than the narrow limits 
of Judea, and a few Gentile proseljtes. 
By far the greatest part of the human race 
was sunk in the grossest ignorance with 
respect to divine things. Nor was this 
the character of the barbarous nations 
alone; for, even in the refined ages of 
Greece and Rome, when the different arts 
and sciences were carried to a high pitch 
of perfection, how miserably defective 
were theip systems of natural religion ? — 
how gross and deplorable was the dark- 
ness of even the wisest of men, with re- 
spect to the most important of all subjects, 
— ^the knowledge of God and his perfec- 
tions, — ^the manner in which he ought to 
be worshipped,— and the way in which 
his favour is to be obtaihed,-^the rela- 
tions that inan bears to bis Maker, and 
the duties resulting from these relations ! 
The imperfection both of their mdral and 
religious knowledge, and the inefficacy of 
all their attempts to instruct and improve 
mankind, are best seen from the ill suc- 
cess with which they were attended. 
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But if men, who were distinguished for 
their intellectual abilities, and whose 
time was devoted to the attainment of 
knowledge and of truth, were so ignorant 
of the first and fundamental principles of 
religion, what must have been the situa- 
tion of the common people? Even in 
those refined and learned ages, did Isaiah's 
prophecy receive its full accomplishment 
^^ Behold darkness shall cover the earth, 
^* and gross darkness the people." But 
he adds, ^^ The Lord shall arise upon them, 
" and his glory shall be seen upon them j" 
and " the Gentiles shall come to thy 
^* lights and kings to the brightness of thy 
" rising." 

This more comfortable part of the pro- 
phecy has been fully accomplished in Je- 
sus Christ. What the wisdom and power 
of man were totally unable to perform, 
the Great Author and Finisher of our 
faith hath accomplished by his gospel, 
which he cohimanded his apostles to 
preach to every creature. At this time 
of universal ignorance and corruption, the 
Son of righteousness arose, and dispelled 
that darkness which for four thousand 
years had covered the Pagan world ; and 
the idols of the nations were moved at 
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his presence. He taught even the be- 
nighted Heathens how they ought to 
serve God with fear, in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their lifa 

By his discourses, and by his example, 
he explained, extended, and perfected the 
law, and filled Zion with judgment and 
righteousness. Those doctrines, which in 
the Old Testament writings were darkly 
revealed, and imperfectly understood, are 
clearly brought to light in the gospel. 
Every thing necessary, either to faith or 
practice, is unfolded, with such perspi- 
cuity, that he who runs may read. TTie 
blessings that the Israelites enjoyed were 
only shadows of good things to come ; 
but when the Sun of righteousness arose 
upon the earth, the shadows fled before 
the radiance of his light. He came to 
give knowledge of salvation to his people, 
— " to give light to them that sat in dark- 
'^ ness and in the shadow of deaths and to 
^ guide their feet into the way of peace." 
He was given for a " light to lighten 
" the Gentiles^ and to be the glory of his 
** people Israel." Now was the predic- 
tion of the prophet fulfilled : " They shall 
^ all know me from the least to the great- 
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^ est of them ; for they shall be all tanght 
«ofGod.^ 

Indeed a Christian, though placed in a 
hamble station, though denied the benefit 
of a liberal education, yet if learned in the 
Scriptures alone, knows more of Gk)d and 
of 'the great truths of religion, than the 
most enlightened Heathen could ever at- 
tain. ^ No man hath seen Gk>d at any 
^ time ; the only begotten, who was in 
^ the bosom of the Father, he hath reveal^ 
^ ed him.'' This is the great Prophet 
whom God was to raise up» like unto 
Moses, and to whom we are commanded 
to hearken. He came to proclaim the di*- 
vine mercy, — to reveal the counsels of the 
Everlasting, and clearly to point out llie 
path that leads to perfection and. happi- 
ness for ever. He hatti brought the mes- 
sage of peace and reconciliatioti to a guil- 
ty world; and the doctrines which he 
htith delivered are heavenly and spiritual, 
every way calculated for enlightening the 
understanding and purifying the heart, 
and therefore are to be received by us 
with faith and love, reverence and thanks- 
giving. How acceptable must they in- 
deed be to those who, conscious of guilt 
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and of their inability to regaifi the divine 
favour, ardently desire the forgiveness of 
their, sins, and peace with an offended 
God ? He hath compaanded and autho- 
rised his servants to declare in his name, 
that God is in Christ " reconciling a gijil- 
"ty world unto himself, not imputing 
" unto men their trespasses j" and that 
" whosoever believeth in him shall not 
" perish, but shall have everlasting life ;" 
nay, that he^ is the Author of complete 
and everlasting salvation to all who be- 
lieve in his name and obey his word. 

How perfect, O sinner, must that sal- 
vation be which he hath published, whqn 
it contains thy own deliverance from a 
state of deplorable darkness, wretched*^ 
ness and guilt, from the condemnation 
and dominion of sin, from death and the 
grave, and from the power of thy spirit- 
ual foes ? It is a salvation which restores 
thee tt> the forfeited favour of God, which 
renews the divine image in thy soul, 
which bestows on thee the privileges of a 
child of heaven, and raises thee to the 
hope and to the possession of life ever- 
lasting. Such is the value and perfec- 
tion of that solvation which Jesus came 
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to promulgate, and which he hath com'- 
missioned his servants to proclaim to the 
guilty and apostate sons of men. Its 
blessings are of unspeakable importance ; 
and its doctrines highly worthy of all acr 
ceptation. 

Second^ Because by his sufferings and 
death he hath purchased salvation for his 
people. 

When man apostatized from God, he 
became a transgressor of the divine law, 
and liable to all the punishment which it 
threatened to inflict The honour and 
obligation of the law, and the infinite jus- 
tice of God, rendered it absolutely ne- 
cessary that the threatenings of the law 
should actually be inflicted, and its pre- 
cepts perfectly obeyed. But the weak- 
ness which the fall introduced into the 
nature of man rendered him incapable 
of either bearing the one or piegforming 
the other. A surety, however, equal to 
the mighty undertaking, was provided 
from eternity. *^ 1 will deliver from go- 
^^ ing down to the pit ; I have found out 
^^ a ransom." Our help was laid upon one 
mighty and wiUiog to ^^yCj^-^-K^n one who 
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Was fully able to endure the punishment 
due to transgressors, and to perform a 
perfect obedience to the precepts of the 
divine law. 

In both these respects, our Almighty 
Saviour may well be styled the Author 
and Finisher of our faith. He endured 
the fuU penalty due to our offences : — 
he was wounded for our transgressions : 
— ^he was bruised for our iniquities, and 
by his stripes we were healed :— " He 
^ bore our sins in his own body on the 
^^ tree ; ^nd to redeem us from the curse 
^ of the law, he W9.S made a curse for us, 
'' becoming obedient unto death, even 
<* the death of the Cross." And with re^ 
spect to the obedience which the law re- 
quired, he is said to have fulfilled all 
righteousness, *^ and to have become the 
" end of the law for righteousness to 
" every one that believeth." — In a word, 
the huHiiJiliation of Christ in all its parts ; 
— ^his taking upon him the human na- 
ture ;— 4ii8 obeying, in that nature, the 
utmost demands of the law ; — ^his sub- 
mitting to unexampled su£rerings,T— and 
his continuing in that course of obe^ 
dience till he could say, on the Cross, 
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^^ It is finished ;" — ^this^ and no less, was 
the price he paid for our redemption, 

^^ The redemption of the soul indeed 
^^ is precious," and, but for him, "must 
« have ceased for ever/' The demerit of 
sin^ as well as the justice of God, is in*- 
finite ; and, therefore, nothing less than 
an atonement of infinite value could be 
sufficient, or could be accepted. But 
when he who was God as well as man 
is revealed as undertaking pur cause; 
when he is substituted in our room, and 
we behold him pouring out his soul an 
offering for sin, we may be fully assured 
that our salvation is completely accom- 
plished in virtue of his obedience unto 
death. In his resurrection from the 
grave, we behold the most convincing 
proof that the price was accepted, and 
that all the demands of the law were 
fully satisfied. We now, therefore, no 
more see divine justice armed^v against 
us : Nay, we behold divine mercy and 
love held out to us, in a way perfectly 
consistent with the other perfections of 
God, And the most opposite attributes 
of his nature, — entirely glorious in them- 
selves, yet acting and exercised together 
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1X1 perfect harmony and concert : — Infi- 
nite juatice and infinite love thoroughly 
reconciled : — ^^ Mercy and truth met to- 
** gether ; righteousness and peace kissed 
" each other :" — God, glorious in his ho- 
liness, yet no less glorious in mercy; 
"forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
" sin, yet by no means clearing the 
" guilty :" — A just God, And yet a Sa- 
viour :— ^Just, and " yet the Justifier of 
" him who believeth in Jesus." What 
then shall we s;ay to these things? If 
God be for us, who can be against us ? 
He that spared not his own Son, " but 
" delivered him up for us all ; how shall 
" he not with him also freely give us 
« all things ?" « Who shall lay any thing 
** to the charge of God's elect ? It is 
" God that justifieth ; who is he that 
^ condemneth ? It is Christ that died, 
" yea rather, that is risen again ; who is 
" even at the right hand of God making 
" intercession for us.'' Thus has Christ, 
by the blood of his Cross, made our 
peace with heaven ; opened a new and 
living way to the kingdom of the Fa- 
ther ; and restored a great multitude, 
that no man can number, of fallen apos* 

N 
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tate' creatures, to the service and eyer^- 
lasting ei\)oyment of their Maker^ lAod^ 

Thirds The title in our text may$ weH 
be applied to Christ,, becatifie' he van- 
quisheis aQ the enemies of our ^^Ivation, 
;and at last puts us in possession^ of its 
fulness in heaven. , 

Many apil formidable. ar« the .oae^ 
mies with whom the Christian warnbr is 
called to contend ; yet how coihibrtable, 
O believer 1 is it to thiok, thai: ybu £^ 
against subdued and vvanquished^fbes? 
" In the world," says our Sayiottariif* ybii 
^ shall have tribulation ; bift be of gbod 
" cheer, I have overcome the world.*' 
The corruptions, however, that ifiitiS re- 
main in the best, powerfully solicit and 
entice. " They see a law in their mem- 
** bers warring- against the law cifrtbeir 
/^ minds, and bringing them ibto capti- 
" vity to the law of sin that is, in their 
" members*" But bath not Cfamt^ by 
his precious blood shed for us, procured 
the gift and aid of the Holy Spirit ; and 
is he not given to them that a^ him, to 
mortify the deeds of the body,*^to sub- 
due evil habits, — to regulate every dis- 
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orderly appetite and passion^^-^to sanc- 
tify their vile affections, — and to en^le 
them to resist the seductions of the 
world ? 

The devil, also, is an enemy, both sub- 
tile and powerful, unwearied in his at^ 
tempts to seduce you from the path of 
duty : <^ Like a roaring lion, seeking 
*« whom he may devour/' He tempted 
our Lord for the space of forty days BEtd 
forty nights in the wilderness ; but, how^ 
ever severe and long continued the con» 
flict was, the Captein of our salvation at 
length baffled all his nciachinations, and 
gained over him a signal and honourable 
victory. It was not, however, till ow 
Lord died on the Cross, that this victoiry 
was completed. Then it was that thro' 
death he destroyed, him that had the 
power of death, i. e. the devil. 

Thus, the great Author and FinLs^iei! 
of our faith hath, in his own person, 
spoiled principalities and powers^ and 
gained a complete victory over all the 
enemies of our immortal souls. " He 
« ascended up on high leading captivity 
" captive, and gave giAs unto men ;" and 
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his success may well be considered as a 
happy pledge and security of our final 
victory over every adverse power. 

You are not, however, my Christian 
friends, to look for this, or for a total 
exemption from suffering and tempta- 
tion while in this imperfect state. This 
world being designed by God as a school 
of discipline, where you must be trained 
up for glcfry and immortality, by a va- 
riety of trials and aflSictions, you are 
called, as the means of your improve- 
ment in grace and holiiless, to " endure 
"hardness as good ' soldiers of Jesus 
" Christ." Well, then, you may expect, 
that your numerous enemies will harass 
and annoy you in every step of your 
weary pilgrimage to the Zion on high ; 
but be not dismayed, you that helieve 
in Jesus, they cannot hurt, much less 
destroy your souls ; " for greater is he 
" that is with you, than all that can be 
" against you." 

The battle, indeed, may be hot while 
it lastSj but it . cannot be of long dura- 
tion. The issue will be honourable and 
glorious. After a few struggles and trials^ 
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death will put an end to the contest, and 
your victory shall be complete. Then, 
with respect to you, this world shall 
have lost its power to ensnare; then 
shall you have no cause to complain of 
the corruption and deceitfulness of your 
heart, or of the power and malice of Sa- 
tan ; the whole body of sin being utterly 
destroyed, and the prince of darkness 
bruised underneath your feet, never to 
rise or disturb any more. Then shall 
you join the redeemed of the Lord, in 
singing this triumphant song : <^ O 
" death ! where is thy sting ? O grave ! 
" where is thy victory ? The sting of 
^^ death is sin ; and the strength of sin is 
" the law. But thanks be to God which 
" giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
'' Jesus Christ." 

He hath extracted the sting out of 
death, and divested it of all its power to 
terrify and torment his people. Hence, 
the real Christian can regard the king of 
terrors without dismay ; assured, that 
when called to pass through the dark 
valley and shadow of death, the staff 
and the rod of the Great Shepherd of 
Israel shall, strengthen and comfort his 
soul. 
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Our divine Redeemer ^^ must reign 
<^ till he hath put ail his enemies under 
^•his feet," and the last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death ; but the fi- 
nal victory over it is reserved to the day 
of the manifestation of the sons of God, 
— to the day of our Lord's second co* 
ming, when he, who once appeared in 
the humble form of a servant, shall be 
revealed in his own and his Father's 
glory, attended with ten thousand times 
ten thousand of the armies of heaven, 
vested with the awful character of the 
Judge of men, — to that day when the 
thrones will be set, and the books open- 
ed; when the grave will give back its 
prisoners, and the ransomed of the Lord 
ishall return with singing unto Zion. 
Then, on the dawn of that everlasting 
day, at the sound of the last trumpet, 
shall the bodies of the saints who slept 
in the dust revive, and be raised up again, 
refined, purified, and immortal. What 
a great and glorious change will then 
take place on the body of the Christian? 
^ It was sown in corruption, it will be 
*^ raised in incorruption. It was sown in 
" dishonour, it will be raised in glory. 
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^^ It was sown in weakness, it will be 
^^ araised in power. It was sown a natu- 
" ral body, it will be raised a spiritual • 
*^ body*" ^' It will be fashioned even 
** like unto- the glorious body of tb^ Re- 
^* deemer," free from all the seeds of sin 
and corruption, of disease and infirmity 
of every kind, being rendered a fit faabi*^ 
tation for a soul made perfect in holi* 
ness. Then shall the servants of Jesus, 
who have been faithful unto death, re- 
ceive a crown of life ; yea, a crown df 
gk>Ty shall be put upon their heads that 
shall never fade away. Here, however, 
language fails me, and the mind, stretch* 
ed to the utmost, sinks back under the 
weight of glory inconceivable* 

Join together, my brethren, the little 
you have now heard, and say if the Lord 
Jesus be not every way worthy of the 
honourable appellation given to him in 
my text ; and does not this glorious Per- 
son, this almighty Saviour and Leader, 
claim your highest esteem, gratitude, 
and love? To the men of the world, 
who are content only with the good 
things of this life, and feel no need of a 
divine friend and saviour, the blessed 
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Jesus, we acknowledge^ can have no at-* 
tractions; but to you who regatd your-* 
selves as strangers and pilgrims here, 
who require a heavenly guide to con- 
duct you through the snares and dan-* 
gers with which you are surrounded, and 
who, if in this life only you had hope, 
would be of all men the most misera-. 
ble ; to you, the Son of God must be in- 
finitely precious, and you wiH doubtless 
embrace with joy the generous Friend of 
man, who is the Author and Finisher of 
your faith. Though unbelievers should 
ridicule and despise him, yet it is un- 
necessary to caution you to guard a- 
gainst them ; for if you indeed believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the ridicule, 
contempt, and reproach, which infideli- 
ty may throw on him, and on his gospel, 
will only serve to confirm your faith, and 
increase your attachment to him,^" who 
" is the way, the truth, arid the life." 

Christians, can you think of Christ 
without any grateful emotion ? Can you 
meditate on the glory and grace of the 
Redeemer? Can you recollect the cir- 
cumstances of his abasement, sufferings, 
and death, and contemplate the blessings 
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bestowed oh you in consequence of his 
mediation ; and not be constrained to 
judge with the apostle, that if <^ one died 
^^ for all, then were all deadj and that he 
" died for all, that they who live should 
" not henceforth live unto themselves, 
" but unto him who died for them and 
** rose again ?'' And here, let me remin(| 
you, in conclusion, that as your soulft 
and bodies, your powers and faculties, 
your time and talents of right belong to 
Christ, so are you thereby laid under th^ 
strongest obligations to employ all in 
his service, and to consecrate all to his 
glory. Can you be so ungrateful as to 
alienate from him what is his due, by 
denying to him the supreme affection 
of your hearts, and the uniform obe- 
dience of your lives ; especially when 
you consider that he demands this from 
you, for your sakes, not for his own. 
His glory and bliss are independent of 
your services. But your happiness is 
intimately, inseparably, necessarily, con- 
nected with obedience to his will No 
longer then conform to the maxims, nor 
indulge in the pleasures of a world lying 
in wickedness ; but be eager to know. 
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and angodly prospering in the world, a* 
bounding in wealth and honours, and 
" having more than their hearts could 
^* wish," while " the righteous were 
** plagued all the day long, and chasten- 
" ed every morning." This gave a vio- 
lent shock to his faith, and almost tempt- 
ed him to envy the prosperity of the 
wicked ; nor did he find ease and peace 
of mind, till he went into the sanctuary 
of God, and joined with his fellow saints 
in the delightful duties of social worship. 
Theti the srlare was broken, — he under- 
stood the end of the wicked : — ^he saw the 
danger of their situation, and looking for- 
ward to the awful consequences of their 
guilt and impiety in the coming world, 
he was rather disposed to regard them 
with pity, than, as at first, to covet or en^ 
vy their condition. 

Thus having, by the grace of God, sur- 
mounted the temptation, he became a 
considerable gainer by the conflict As 
the sun, after it has been for some time 
overshadowed with a dark cloud, upon 
appearing again seems to shine with a 
peculiar brightness; so the author in the 
close of this psalm rises to the sublimest 
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heights of faith and love, proportioned to 
the depths of gloom and despondency 
which before had overspread his mind. 
He now chides himself for his fol)y and 
ignorance in ever calling in question the 
wisdom or goodness of any of God's dis- 
pensations ; and recovering - from his 
temporary delusion, he thus pours forth 
the pious feelings of his soul : " Never^. 
<^ theless I am continually with thee; 
*' thou hast holden me by my right handj^^ 
^< thou shalt guide me by thy counsel, and 
" afterward receive me to glory." 

In these last words, which I have 
chosen for the text, the Psalmist, arising: 
on the wings of faith and hope, se^ma 
to soar above all terrestrial objects j; and 
reposing an iinbou^ided coiai^dence ia 
that faithful and unchangeable Qod whp^ 
had hitherto led and supported vhinp,; J|ie 
assures himself off the divine direct jop in 
every future step of his journey, ijqd of 
glory at last as the end of his faith and 
the completion of his happiness. 

The evils of life and the consequences 
of death are two principal sources of un- 
easiness to the mind of man. Whatever 
therefore has a tendency to remove, or 



even to mitigate these, miist, in the high- 
est degree, conduce to human enjoyment, 
dtidi are the divine consolations jiuggest* 
ed in the text. They furnish to every 
troe believer ah effectual and never^feil- 
ing remedy against the various ills of life, 
and the still more awful terrors of death. 
With regard to the former, the Psalmist 
consoles his mind with the assurance of 
t3ie Lord's guidance upon earth : With 
regard to the latter, he rejoices in the 
prospect of immortal life and blessedness 
beyond the grave. 

I shall endeavour, in the present, and 
in k subsequent discourse, to illustrate and 
apply each of these consolatory truths, 
i propose, therefore, on this occasioii, to 
donfine ybur attention to the first dlatise 
6f the text, " Thou shalt guide me 
**^ith thy counsels.'^ And here let us 
consider in what way the Lord conducts 
and guides his people in this present 
^tdte. 

Human life is frequently represented 
iii the Bible as a journey ; and the peo- 
ple of God are described as pilgrims and 
strangers upon earth, loolcing out for, and 
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travelling towards a better country^ even 
an heavenly. Their way to this biessed 
country, like the journey of the Israelites 
to Canaan» lies through a wilderness, 
where enemies abound, and dangefrous 
snares beset them on every hand. Many 
dark and.difficult steps have they totak^, 
— much opposition to ^icounter, and 
m^ny trials to endure. Meanwhile they 
have n(»t wisdom of their own suiffi^ient 
to guide: their wandering steps/ Even 
the most discerning among them may 
well adopt the language of the prophet, 
andjsay, •* O Lor<iy I know that the way 
'' of man is not inHhimself ; it is not Ut 
^^man that wa^kedi to direct his o^rh 
^^ stepa" They are as W^ak and defence^ 
less as- they are ignorant If &R: th 
themselves, they are as unable to resist 
or repel the attacksof the numerous foes 
who oppose their progress, as to find out 
the way to the mansions of their Father's 
bouse -above* 

In these circumstances, the Lord him- 
self vouchsafes to be their guardian aiid 
guide. ^ As an eagle stirreth up her 
^' nest} fluttereth over her young, sprealdU 
^^ eth abroad her wings^ taketh them. 
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^^ beareth them on her wings ; so the 
•<Lord leadeth his people." " I will 
" bring the blind by a way that they know 
•• not/' says he ; " I will lead them in 
•• paths that they have not known ; I will 
^< make darkness light before them, and 
*• crooked things straight. These things 
•* will I do unto them, and not forsake 
" them." To the same purpose is that 
gracious promise, <^ I will instruct thee, 
<< and teach thee in the way thou shalt 
^< go. I will guide thee, and mine eye 
" shall be upon thee." 

But how does the Lord guide his peo- 
ple? In general he guides them, as we 
are informed in the text, ** by his coun- 
" sels ;" by which we may understand, in 
t^ie first place, his Providence.— I say. 



Finti The Lord :guides his people in 
the way to heaven byijiis Providepee. 

" All the paths of the Lord are' mercy 
" and truth unto such as keep his cove^ 
'^ nant and his testimonies." Wonder- 
ful and mysterious indeed is the conduct 
of Providence. It baffles our deepest re- 
searches, and far transcends our feeble 
and narrow comprehensions. " His way is 
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^^ in the sea^ his path in the mighty wa- 
^^ ters, and his footsteps are not known." 
But though the depth of the divine coun- 
sels cannot be fathomed by the line of 
human reason, yet to a careful and de- 
vout observer of Providence, so much 
will appear as to excite the highest 
wonder, gratitude^ and praise. " Who- 
^< so is wise, and will observe these 
<< things, even they shall understand the 
<^ loving kindness of the Lord.'' In the 
exercise of his providence, the Lord ne- 
ver fails to lead his people in the way 
that is right All the events that befalL 
them, — ^the different changes in their lot, 
— ^their prosperity and adversity,— their 
health and their sickness,- — their mercies 
and their trials,— rail conspire together, 
for their good, and are rendered subser- 
vient, by a wonder-working Providence, 
to make them holier here, that they may 
be happier hereafter. Sometimes their 
outward path is smooth. Their gra- 
cious Shepherd makes them to ^^ lie 
" down in green pastures, and leads. 
^^ them beside the still waters." They 
are made to ^ rejoice under the smiles of 
his countenance; and in the outward 
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bounties of his providence^ they receive 
the tokens of his lOve, and pledges of 
better and n^bfer blessings. But, my 
friends, this will not, this cannot be al- 
ways the case. It is the invariable ap« 
pointment of God, that through much 
tribulation the righteous are to enter in* 
to the kingdom of heaven. This is the 
path to glory, marked out by Infinite 
Wisdom, in which all the saints of for- 
mer times have trode, and which has 
been consecrated to his followers by the 
glorious Captain of Salvation, who was 
himself made perfect through suffering. 
Trials, therefore, of various kinds, are 
the common lot of those who are tra- 
velling onward to Zion» In this way 
they are generally led, as being the sa- 
fest and the best, the surest and shortest 
unto glory. " They walk by faidb, and 
^« not by sight." By the various vicissi- 
tudes of their lot, they are continually 
reminded that this is not their rest. 
Oftentimes their way is fenced about 
with thorns. They are brought into dif- 
ficult and perplexing circumstances, dis- 
appointed in the object of their earthly 
pursuits, and bereaved of their dearest 
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jaxid most valued eartUy CKHxiforts ; so 
that^ with Jacob, of bld^ they are ready to 
say, " All these things* a'ife against me.'^ 
But he that ruleth in the armieB of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of this 
lower world, is imrryiDg on, by these 
aeemiD^y Opposiibe means, one gr^at and 
imiform plan. By these changing. dja- 
pensations of his providence, he steadily 
ooniwlts the best intorests of his petiole. 
In this he humbles and proves them;, 
weaqs their affections &om this woxM, 
and lets them see what is. in t];feeir own 
hearts, that he may do them good in 
the latter end. He brings them throiigh 
fire and through water to the place he 
has provided for them. His choice and 
will, in every period of their liv€8, ap- 
pear infinitely better than their own. 
They therefore resign themselves wholly 
to the direction of their heavenly guide, 
and are willing to acquiesce in all the 
disposals of his providemce^ however dark 
and inexplicable these may sometimes 
i^pear ; convinced, that in all of them lie 
is consulting and fiirthering their ever- 
lasting happiness, and quBlifymg them 
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for the enjoyment of a more exceeding 
weight of glory on high. But/ in the 

Second place. The Lord guides his 
people by his word. 

^^ This is a light unto their feet, and a 
" lamp unto their path." Without the 
light of God's word, the conduct of his 
providence could in most cases afford 
them but little comfort. They would 
often be at a loss what course to pur- 
sue, did not the light of divine truth 
shine upon their path, and a voice be- 
hind them point out the road of duty^ 
saying, " This is the way, walk ye in it" 
— « Thy testimonies are my delight," 
saith the Psalmist, ^^ and my counsellors. 
<^ How sweet are thy words unto my 
" taste, yea, sweeter than honey to my 
" mouth ; through thy precepts I get 
" understanding, therefore I hate every 
" false way." 

In every situation and circumstance 
of life, the word of God affords direction ; 
and if we apply to it with minds free 
from prejudice, and with a humble and 
teachable disposition, there is every rea- 
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son to hope that we shall not be left to fall 
into great and dangerous mistakes, but, 
discerning our duty, shall find cause to 
say, " The law of the Lord is perfect, 
" converting the soul : the testimony of 
'' the Lord is sure, making wise the sim- 
" pie : the statutes of the Lord are right, 
^^ rejoicing the heart : the commandment 
" of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
" eyes : the fear of the Lord is clean, en- 
^^ during for ever ; and the judgments of 
^ the Lord are true, and righteous alto* 
'' gether." 

"x All scripture is given by inspiration 
^^ of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
" for reproof, for correction, and instruc- 
^ tion in all righteousness ; that the 
" man of God may be perfect, thorough-^ 
" ly furnished unto all good works." 

My friends, are you young and inex- 
perienced ? The word of God is fitted 
to guide you in the slippery paths of 
youth : It teaches the young to be so- 
ber-minded, to remember their Creator 
in the days of their youth, to guard 
against the snares peculiar to their situa- 
tion, and to devote the , best of their 
time, the flower of their days, and the 
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vigour of their strength, to the serviced 
of the kindest and most rich rewarding 
of all Masters ; s6 that when the Psalm-* 
ist puts the question, <^ Wherewith shall 
** fL young man cleanse his way ?" he 
readily replies, by *^ taking heed thereto 
" according to thy word." 

Are you advancing in life, or arrived 
at that period when you stand in great- 
est need of the aids and consolations of 
religion ? The word of God is still suited 
to be your guide. It teaches the aged 
to be " sober, grave, temperate, sound in 
** faith, in charity, in patience, in beha- 
" viour, as becometh holiness." 

Are you in poor and mean circum- 
stances, depressed with poverty and 
want ? The word of God directs you how 
to obtain real wealth, — to the true source 
of happiness, — a contented mind. It 
points to a better and an enduring sub- 
stance, — a treasure in the heavens which 
feileth not, where neither moth nor rust 
can corrupt, nor thieves break through 
and steal. 

Are you blest with abundance? It 
charges you ** pot to be high-minded, nor 
*^ trust to uncertain riches, but in the li- 
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^ ving God, who giveth us all things rich- 
" ly to enjoy j that you do good, that 
" you be rich in good works, ready to 
^^ distribi^, willing to communicate, lay- 
•^ ing up in store for yourselves a good 
^^ foundation against the time to come, 
^* diat you may lay hold on eternal life." 

In the season of prosperity, the word 
of God allows us to be joyful, but only 
in measure, from a view of the uncertain, 
as well as the unsatisfying nature of all 
earthly enjoyments. " In the day of ad^ 
** versity,'* it commands us ^* to consider." 
'^ My son, despise not thou the chasten- 
^< ings of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
^^ art rebuked of him. Call upon me in 
" the day of trouble, and I will deliver 
^^ thee, and thou shalt glorify me." 

In the different relations of husband 
and wife, parents and children, masters 
and servants, magistrates and subjects, 
ministers and people, the word of God 
gives particular directions, suited to every 
case and to every possible combination 
of circumstances. And happy beyond 
expression are they who possess this di- 
vine skill of applying the Sacred Scrip- 
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tureS) the oracles of truth, to the different 
occasions of life as th6y occur. 

In order to this, I add, in the third and 
last place, That the Lord guides his peo- 
ple by his Spirit. " Thy Spirit is good ; 
" let him lead me into the land of up- 
« Tightness." The Spirit of Grod does 
not reveal any new truths different frotn, 
or in addition to, those recorded in the 
written word. He does not guide by 
impressions on the mind, the nature and 
tendency of which cannot be explained. 
But he opens the understandings to un- 
derstand the Scriptures. He enables and 
disposes clearly to perceive, and faith- 
fully to apply the truths already reveal- 
ed in his word, as the various^ cases and 
circumstances of his people require, and 
" as many as are the children of God are 
« led by the Spirit of God." They are 
tau^t of God : they have received the 
unction from the Holy One, which shall 
abide with them for ever. Hence, in all 
ordinary cases of sin and of duty, they 
are possessed of a spiritual discernment, 
which, without any painful exertion, 
guides their feet into the ways of peace. 
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They wait at wisdom's gates, and hum- 
bly depend on the promised influences 
of the Spirit of God, who leads them in- 
to all truth, and brings to their remem- 
brance every thing necessary for their 
comfort and direction. 

Oh how great a privilege is this divine 
teaching ! How needful in the present 
dark and depraved circumstances of hu- 
man nature ! It is for this the Psalmist 
prays so fervently in different parts of 
this inspired book. ^^ Open thou mine 
** eyes, that I may behold the wonders of 
" thy law : make me aright to know the 
" way of thy commandments. Give me 
<^ understanding, that I may keep thy 
'^ word. Shew me thy ways, O Lord j 
^^ teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy 
<^ truth, and teach me ; for thou art the 
" God of my salvation. All day long do 
" I wait on thee.'' 

Thus earnestly did the pious Psalmist 
implore from God this inestimable bless- 
ing, — ^the illumination and guidance of 
his Holy Spirit. And we, my friends, if 
ever we expect to enjoy this privilege, 
must seek after it by the same means, in 
the exercise of faith and prayer. ^^ If 
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^ my <^ you/' saith St James, ^ lack wis- 
^ dom, let him ask of God, who giveth 
^to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
^ not, and it shall be given him. But 
<^ let him ask in faith^ nothing wavering." 
" If any of you, being evil, know how to 
« give good gifts unto your children, how 
•* much more shall your heavenly Father 
^ give his Holy Spirit to them who ask 
*< him ? Ask, therefore, and ye shall re- 
<^ ceive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
" and it shall be opened unto you. For 
^ every one that asketh, receiveth ; and 
<< he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him 
<< that knocketh, it shall be opened." 

In this way, then, does the Lord guide 
his people in their journey through life ; 
— ^by his providence making all things 
work together for their good, — ^by his 
word, pointing out the path of duty, as 
the pillar of cloud and fire directed the 
march of the Israelites through the wil- 
derness ; — and by his Spirit, enlighten- 
ing their understandings to perceive his 
will, and inclining their hearts to obey 
what it commands. 

Thus have I endeavoured to point out 
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some of the ways in which the Lord con* 
ducts and guides his people in the pre^ 
sent state. Happy, surely, is the peo- 
ple that is in such a case as ye are ; yea, 
happy is that people who are under the 
care and guidance of their Father in hea- 
ven. <* Let this animating thought per- 
«* vade, and influence, and invigorate all 
*< your life : let it give energy to your 
" exertions, consistency to yourproceed- 
** ings, strength to your resolutions, fer- 
•* vour to your devotion *,'* and courage 
under all the evils which flesh is heir to. 
With confidence and comfort commit 
yourselves to his direction, who is given 
to be a leader and commander to his 
people. Wdk in the steps in which he 
also walked. Follow the leadings of his 
providence. Observe the directions of 
his word. Cease not daily to iinplore 
the promised influence of his Holy Spirit ; 
and when granted, yield to its sugges- 
tions ;— in this way lookingfor the hope of 
eternal life, and waiting the happy hour 
that will set you free from all the cares 
and burdens of mortality, and introduce 

• Cooperfs Practical Sermons. 
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you to the possession of inconceivable 
and endless glory. 

Placed as you are in an evil and en- 
snaring world, where you have to strug- 
gle with the weakness and deceitfulness 
of your own hearts, — ^with the power and 
malice of Satan, and with countless 
temptations on every hand to folly and 
to sin, — what reasons have you to accept 
and value the offer of a heavenly guide, 
who alone' can conduct you in peace and 
in safety through all the windings and 
snares of the wilderness in which you 
are wandering ? " Refuse," says the 
same pious author, '^ the offer of his 
** heavehly guidance, and where will your 
" trust be placed ? You will be like a 
^^ vessel in a boisterous sea, without a 
*^ pilot to direct your course. The sport 
" of every wind, the victim of every cur- 
" rent, you cannot but quickly Split on 
^* some of the many rocks and shoals 
^^ which wait for your destruction." Then 
choose the Lord for your guide. How- 
ever dark or stormy the passage may be, 
yet know to your comfort and joy, that 
it is an infallible Pilot who has under- 
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taken to conduct you through all its 
dangers, that the winds and the waves 
obey his voice, and that he will bring 
you at last into the wished-for haven. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD, THE GUIDE OF HIS PEOPLE. 



PSALM LXXIII. 24. 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel^ and 
afterward receive me to glory. 

XN a former discourse on this text, I 
showed you the way in which the Lord 
conducts and guides his people in their 
journey through life, viz. by his provi- 
dence, making all things work together 
for their good ; — by his word, pointing 
out the path of duty, as the pillar of 
cloud and fire directed the march of the 
Israelites through the wilderness, — and 
by his Spirit, enlightening their under- 
standings to fulfil whatever his plea- 
sure is. 

But, my friends, the Lord's care of his 
people does not cease with this present 
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mortal existence. If he guides them in 
peace and safety through the stonkis and 
tempests of this lower worlds it is diat 
they may arrive at last ^^ at a city of ha- 
*^ bitation," a place of rest where they 
shall for ever dwell If he graciously 
vouchsafes to be their God and their 
guide uuto death, he will likewise be 
their portion for evermore. ^^ Thou shak 
" guide me with thy counsel/' says the 
Psalmist, " and afterward receive me to 
"glory." 

It is to this latter part of the subject 
that I propose to call your attention in the 
following discourse. — May God be with 
us by his Spirit, while I endeavour to 
show what is implied in that glory into 
which the Lord will receive his people, 
after he has led and conducted them 
through the present life. I need not 
take up your time to show, that by 
"glory'' here must certainly be meant 
the happiness of the saints in:!* future 
state. There is no expression mow £te* 
quently employed by the sacred writers, 
in speaking of the hapfnness of heaven, 
than the one now under consideration* 
" I reckon," saith the apostle, " that the 
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^ sufferings of this present time are not 
" worthy to be compared with that glory 
*^ that shall hereafter be revealed :" — 
<^ For our light affliction, which is but 
" for a moment, worketh for us a far 
" more exceeding and eternal weight of 
** glory." Nay, so peculiarly descriptive 
is this epithet of the heavenly state, that 
when, in condescension to our weak 
conceptions, heaven is represented un- 
der images borrowed from external ob- 
jects, this is generally add6d to ennoble 
our conceptions, and to teach us that it 
is a happiness infinitely superior to the 
highest objects of ambition among men. 
Thus, Is heaven compared to a crown ? 
it is a crown of glory ! Is it a kingdom ? 
it is a kingdom of glory ! Is it an inhe- 
ritance ? it is a rich and glorious inheri- 
tance ! 

Let us consider, therefore, what may 
be implied in the description of heaven, 
or why the happiness of the saints in a 
future state is called « glory." — The 
word denotes honour, dignity, and bliss 
of the highest kind, and most perma- 
nent, nay, eternal in respect of dura- 
tion, and may justly be applied to ex- 
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press the happiness of the saints in the 
coining world, on account of the place, 
the company, the services, and the en- 
joyments of heaven. 

Firsts The Placa Heaven may be re- 
presented by the term . " glory," because 
it is a glorious place. 

^* It is a house not made with hands, 
" eternd in the heavens ; a city which 
^^ hath no foundations, whose builder and 
" maker is God." It is called the habi- 
tation of his Holiness, — ^the throne of 
his Majesty, — " the place where his Ho- 
^ nour dwelleth." We are not to sup- 
pose, indeed, that the great and eternal 
God is, or can be, confined to any place. 
The heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him. He fiUeth heaven and earth with 
his presence ; and is every moment with 
all his works, in all parts of his dominions, 
throughout the boundless regionf of the 
universe, pervading, supporting, and di- 
recting the whole. But we me taught 
to conceive of heaven, as a place wbeire 
the great Jehovah is pleased eo manifest 
himself in a peculiar manner, and to 
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display the most transcendent and vist« 
ble glory. As in Solomon's temple 
there was the Holy of Holies, in which 
a visible glory appeared among the fi- 
gures of the Cherubims, and into which 
none but the High Priest was permitted 
to enter, after having made atonement 
for the sins of the people; so, if we con- 
sider the whole creation as one vast 
temple, there is in it this Holy of Ho- 
lies, into which the High Priest of our 
salvation entered, after having made a 
propitiation for the sins of men. 

Much of the glory of God appears 
even in this lower world. " The hea- 
" vens declare his glory, and the firma- 
" ment sheweth his handiwork. Day unto 
" day uttereth speech j night unto night 
" teacheth knowledge of God." — " The 
" invisible things of God are clearly 
" seen, being understood by the things 
" that are made, even his eternal power 
" and godhead." But if the place termed 
in Scripture his " footstool" be thus glo- 
rious, how much more so must the throne 
of his Majesty be ? If this earth which 
we inhabit, defiled as it is with sin, and 
groaning under the weight of man's cor- 



THE GUIDE OF HIS PEOPLE. S^ 

ruptioiis nay, of a curse for his sake, ex- 
hibit to a careful observer such evident 
marks of the most consummate wisdom 
and design, — what must be the majesty 
of that place, where the whole art of 
creation has been employed, and where 
God has chosen to shew himself in the 
most magnificent manner to the view of 
all its blessed inhabitants ? . 

The descriptions given of it in Scrip- 
ture, particularly by John in the Book 
of Revelation, although clothed wholly in 
metaphorical language, and drawn from 
sensible and material objects, yet are fitted 
to inspire the most sublime ideas of the 
place, which it is possible for the human 
mind to conceive. ^* I saw,'* says John, 
" the holy city, the new Jerusalem, co- 
" ming down from God out of heaven, 
" prepared as a bride adorned for her 
" husband ; having the glory of God ; 
^^ and her light was like unto a stone 
" most precious, even like a jasper stone, 
*^ clear as crystal, — and had a wall great 
" and high, and had twelve gates ; and 
" at the gates twelve angels ; and names 
" written thereon, which are the names 
"of the twelve tribes of the children of 
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'^ Isrftd. And the foundations of i>be wail 
/< of the 4iity were garnished with all man- 
<^ net of precious stones ; and the twelve 
" gates were twdve pearls, ev^ry aeveral 
^^ gate was of one pearly and the street of 
«< tJSie city was pure^gold, as it weii^e trans- 
<< parent glass ; and I saw no temple 
" thereini for tike Ijord Uod Almighty 
^^ and the Lamb are the temple of it ; 
^^ and the city bad no need of the sun, 
<^ neither of the moon to liiine ki it, 
" for tfee glory of God did lighten it, 
^^and the Liamb is the light theiieof; 
^^ and the gates of it shall not be shnt at 
<^ all by day, for there shall ibe no night 
<< tiame ; and there shall in no wise en- 
" ter into it any thing that defileth, nei- 
" ther whatsoever woi^keth abonnination, 
"or maketh a lie; but they whic^ Are 
" written in tfce Lamb's book of life.'* 

If the place then be glorions, no less 
so is 

Second^ The Company. — Oh ! how 
glorious is the con^pany that fill the 
mansions in pur Father's house above ! 
God himself^ the glorious and all-suffi- 
cient Jehovah, is there, displaying, in the 



THE GUIDE OF HIS PEOPLE. 9S9 

brightest and most endearing manner^ 
his adorable perfections to the admire 
ing view of all its blessed inhabitantigr. 
It is here where the glorified body of 
our Saviour resides, and where all the 
celestial hierarchies, and the innumerable 
hosts of angels, are represented as sur- 
rounding the throne of the Eternal. The 
saints themselves, when introduced into 
that blessed world, shall become glo^ 
rious beings. Though here compassed 
about with manifold infirmities and im- 
perfections, with ignorance and guilt, 
they shall then shine as the brightness 
of the sun, and as the stars for ever and 
ever. Their souls, completely delivered 
from every remainder of sin and corrupt 
tion, shall be formed afler the image of 
God. When he who is their life shall 
appear, then shall they also appear 
with him in glory. They shall be like 
him, for they shall see him as he is. 
Nay, even their vile bodies, raised from 
the grave by virtue of his resurrection, 
shall be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby 
he is able to subdue all things unto him- 
self. 
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What a glorious society, my friends^ 
must this indeed be ? All the ransomed 
of the Lord, in every age, gathered out 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, united under one conimon 
head; with angels, principalities, and 
powers, cemented in the closest bonds 
of friendship, and each endeavouring to 
promote another's happiness, and in ce- 
lebrating their great Creator's praise. 

But as the place and the company, so 

Thirds The Employments of heaven 
are glorious. 

How glorious is it to have the noblest 
powers of our nature, and these exalted 
and improved to the highest pitch, con- 
tinually employed on the noblest objects, 
— to be engaged in the contemplation of 
the divine perfections, — ^to see the glory of 
our Maker in his various works of crea- 
tion, providence and redemption, — to ful- 
fil his every command with readiness and 
pleasure, and in the highest transports of 
delight to surround his throne with hal- 
lelujahs and hymns of praise ! Are not 
these services, my friends, noble and ex- 
alted, — services suitable to a rational and 
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immortal nature raised to its highest 
state of perfection ? In the heavenly 
temple above, his servants shall serve 
him day and night. No weariness shall 
then be felt, nor shall the least imperfec- 
tion stain their pious offerings. Their un- 
derstandings shall be clear and uncloud- 
ed, their wills free from every sinful bias, 
and completely conformable to the will 
of their Creator j and every affection of 
their souls shall conspire with their noble 
powers, in the pursuit and attainment of 
all that is good and excellent. Their 
capacities shall then be vastly enlarged, 
improved, and invigorated, to what they 
are at present ; and it will probably con- 
stitute no inconsiderable part of their 
happiness, in a future state, to be making 
perpetual progress toward perfection, 
through an endless duration, without 
ever being able to reach that measure of 
holiness, of which their natures, continu- 
ally enlarged and ennobled, shall be ren- 
dered susceptible. 

Thus glorious is the work of heaven, 
— ^uor less glorious, in the fourth and last 
place, are its Enjoyments. — The enjoy- 
ments of a future state infinitely trans^ 
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cend our highest conceptions. ^^ Eye 
*^ hath not seen, ear hath not heard^ 
** neither have they ratered into the 
<* heart of man to conceive." Glorified 
saints shall be ^^ abundantly satisfied with 
^^ the goodness of thy house^ O God, and 
^^ thou shalt make them drink of the ri- 
" vers of thy pleasures. For with thee 
^^ is the fountain of life. In thy light 
^^ shall they see light Thou wilt shew 
'^ them the path of life. In thy presence 
" is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand 
'^ there are pleasures for evermore. In 
^^ the midst of the street of it, and of 
^^ either side of the river, stands the tree 
" of life^ which bears twdve manner of 
*^ fruits, and the leaves of the tree are 
*' for the healing of the nations.'* 

If the nearest and closest communion 
with God, — if the immediate sight and 
love of the Saviour, — if the interoourse 
of saints and angels, — if the utmost en- 
largement of our intellectual and moral 
powers, and a growing conformity to the 
divine image ; — if these things, I say, are 
fitted to confer the purest and most ex- 
alted happiness, the saints in heaven can- 
not but be transported, after an ineffable 
manner, with the sight of those objects, 
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which were made to affect them by that 
Being who formed the soul at first, who 
knows its inward frame, and how to 
please and ravish it in all its most secret 
powers and faculties. If the Apostle 
Paul was caught up into the third 
heavens, saw such glorious scenes, aod 
heard such unspeakable words, as it is 
not possible for man to utter ; what must 
the complete enjoyment of future. glory 
be, when all the purposes of divine grace 
in the salvation of man shall be fully ac^ 
complisbed, and the whole company of 
the redeemed shall meet together in the 
celestial mansions, to mingle their gratis 
tude and joys in one, and to join in the 
same rapturous song of praise to Him 
that sitteth upon the throne and to the 
Liamb for ever and ever ! 

Thus have I attempted, my friends, to 
give you a faint description of the glory 
into which the people of God will be re* 
ceived upon their , leaving this sinful and 
wretched world. This shall be the end 
of their fiiith, hope and patience, — the 
glorious issue of all their trials and afflic-^ 
tions, of their labours and their, sorrows. 
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They shall enter into rest. He who con« 
ducted them through life, shall afterwards 
receive them to glory. Some may have 
longer to remain in this world than 
others ; some may have a greater share of 
afflictions to endure^ — severely tossed on 
the sea of human life, and threatened 
with its raging billows, but in heaven all 
the redeemed of God shall safely land at 
last, and find an abundant recompence 
for all the labours and sufferings of the 
present state. Their sun shall no more 
go down ; neither shall the moon with- 
draw its light ; but the Lord shall be their 
everlasting light, and the days of their 
mourning shall be ended. 

Happy art thou, O believer, who hast 
the well-grounded hope of divine conduct 
through life, and of glory at the end of 
thy journey. What though Providence 
may sometimes, with respect to thee, 
wear a dark and frowning aspect ? — 
what though thy way to glory may be 
often blocked up with briars and thorns j 
— ^though the dearest of thy earthly com- 
forts should be removed, or unexpected 
trials should arise to shake thy faith and 
constancy ? — It is still the hand of a Fa- 
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tfaer that guides and upholds thy steps. 
It is an infallible pilot, who has under- 
taken to conduct thee through the rocks 
and shelves of this dangerous ocean : and 
however dark or stormy the passage may 
be, the glories of Immanuel's land, to 
which thou hast the assurance of being 
brought at last, will make ample amends 
for all the dangers and hardships to which 
thou hast been exposed. 

But what comfort can this subject yield 
to those, who are living without God and 
without hope in the world ? What com- 
fort can it yield to those, who are satis- 
fied with their part and portion in this 
present life ? — ^who never felt the need of 
a heavenly Guide, nor sought in good 
earnest a title to that weight of glory 
that awaits the faithful at the end of their 
journey ? Alas ! are there not many such 
in every corner of the land, and in every 
assembly ? Do not the tempers and lives 
of multitudes too plainly declare, that 
they have neither part nor lot in this 
matter, and that they are comparatively 
few in any place, or in any age, who can 
say, upon equally good grounds with the 
pious Psalmist, ^^ Thou shalt guide me 



«< with thy counsels and afterward neceive 
«^me to glory.'V 

J£ persons live in the neglect of tbeix 
souls and eternity, — ^if they are ** i^aifth** 
<« ly, or sensual, or devilish,"— ^if, sin irt 
one shape or other has dominion over 
them, — ^if they choode the compa&y of 
the licentious and profane, and join 
with them in the laugh at serious godli«« 
ness:— Or, supposing them outwardly 
decent) if they have no relish for spiri- 
tual exercises, — ^no love to vital religion, 
no experience of the enlightening, quick-* 
ening, and transforming influence of di** 
vine grace ; — ^what shall I say ? I dare 
not flatter such with a false and ground* 
less hope : I dare not say, " Ye shall 
" have peace though ye walk after the 
^* imaginations of your own hearts." Ra- 
ther would I endeavour, if possible, to 
alarm you with a sense of your danger. 
— You live in an evil and ensnaring 
world ; yet are as secure as if you stood 
in no need of any counsel or aid. You 
are assuredly going on the broad way 
to destruction, yet as easy and uncon- 
cerned as if certain of future glory. O 
the blindness and infatuation that have 
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seized the minds of men, whoj amidst a 
durasand trifling cares, TioTer serioudiy 
attend to the one thing needful^-~-who 
never think by what means they may be 
brought to the pofssession of eternal life ; 
or how they shall screen themselves 
from the storm of divine vengeance 
which tWr tiatosgressions have pro- 
voked, and which at any time may burst 
lapon their defenceless heads. Flee dien 
speedily and without delay, from this im- 
pending danger, to your Lord and Savi* 
our ; and under the shadow of his mercy, 
seek for peace and safety. Think, if 
you nowTefuse advice and resist persua- 
sion, how V'OU will meet and endure the 
" day of vengeance of your Grod.'* Then 
he, who is now waiting to be your 
merciful Saviour, will come as an inex- 
orable judge; then he, who wouW now 
" gather you as a hen gathereth her chic- 
" kens under her wings," will drive you 
from his presence with irresistible fury ; 
and will pour out upon you the tempest 
of his indignation and jealousy, without 
remedy, without mitigation, and without 
end. O think of all this before it is 
too late ! Consider, and lay to heart, in 
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this the day of your merciful visitation^ 
the things that belong to your peace, 
lest they be for ever hid. from your eyesw 
Study with attention the plan of sdva- 
tioh as revealed in the word of Grod. 
Wait upon his ordinances with diligence 
and reverence, in the faith of his pre- 
sence, and in the expectation of his bless- 
ing to render them effectual. May the 
Almighty Spirit of all grace open your 
eyes, rouse you from your fatal slum- 
bers, and guide your feet into the ways 
of peace, before the shades of eternal 
night surround you. May one and all 
of us, like the Psalmist, see and feel his 
own personal interest in the blessings 
which belong to God's people, and be 
enabled to assert, with holy confidence^ 
and triumphant joy, " Thou shalt guide 
" me with thy counsel, and afterward re- 
*^ ceive me to glory." — Amen. 



SERMON IX. 



ON EXPERIENCE WORKING HOPE. 



ROMANS V. 4. 

'Experience worketh hope. 



XXOPE has always been considered as 
one of the great principles of human ac- 
tion, and the great cordial of human 
sorrows. It is, however, peculiar to the 
present state ; for in the future world to 
which we are hastening, the faith of the 
righteous shall be swallowed up in vi- 
sion, and their hope in enjoyment. But 
in this vale of misery and tears, hope is 
i necessary to every candidate for immor- 
tality ; nay, so necessary is it, that we 
are even said to be " saved by hope." 
Without those animating feelings hope 
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inspires, and delightful prospects she 
opens, human life would be a dull and 
miserable blank. There is no scene of 
affliction sq deep, no cloud so dark as 
to be impenetrable to her cheering 

>^ beams. She supports the soldier under 
the fatigues and dangers of the cam- 
paign ; the mariner, amidst the raging 
billows of a stormy sea ; the prisoner, 
under the weight of his chains ; the la- 
bourer, in his toils ; and the poor man 
amidst the hardships of poverty and ne- 

3^ gleet And she opens to the view of 
the Christian the gates of heaven, and 
makes him forget the sufferings of the 
present state, by fixing his attention on 
the bright prospects of the world to 
come.—" We rejoice,- ' says the apostle 
in the context, *^ in the hope of the glo- 
" ry of God j that glory which is yet to 
" be revealed. And not only so, but we 
i' glory also in tribulation, knowing that 
« tribulation worketh patience, and pa- 
« tience experience," or an approving 
knowledge of ourselves, and this " expe- 
« rience worketh hope." 

This hope, then, implies in it the two 
following things : 
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L That in due time we shall obtain 
deliverance from the tribulations tinder 
which we at present labour. 

11. That they shall be the means of 
working out for us a glorious immorta- 
lity. 

An illustration of these two particu* 
lars, with a practical improvement of the 
subject, is all which, under the divine 
blessing, is in this discourse proposed. \ 

L Experience worketh in us a hope, 
that in due time we shall obtain deliver* 
ance from the tribulations under which 
we at present labour. 

That man is bom to trouble as the 
spafks fly upwards, is the declaration of 
an inspired writer, and a truth confirm- 
ed by daily experience and observation. 
The righteous and the wicked are alike 
subjected to the common calamities of 
life. Nay, the one, from a faithful ad- 
herence to duty, is exposed to number- 
less trials from which the other is ex- 
empted. But though this is allowed to 
be the case, yet there is an essential dif- 
ference in the principles from which 
their support is derived. To the un- 

Q 
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godly maD, calaioiiyies wear a gloomy as- 
pect To him they are realeviU, without 
any mixture of good. He acknowledges 
not the hand of a merciful Father in 
sending them^ and he sees no benefit of 
which they can be productive to his 
soul. Feeling, therefore^ aU the evil and 
pain of suffering, he either sinks into 
gloom and despondency, or becomes 
fretful and impatient He murmurs a- 
gainst God, and blames the conduct of 
his providence. His afflictions, unsanc- 
tified, instead of working patienoe^.expe* 
rience, hope, and training up the soul 
unto a meetness for glory, sink him 
deeper into guilt, estrange him more 
from God, render him more unlike to 
him, and more unfit for his presence 
and society. 

Widely different, my brethren, are the 
effects of affliction upon the mind and 
character of the real Christian. In him 
it is an evidence of the parental love of 
his heavenly Father. « For whom the 
" Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and scour- 
"geth every son whom he receiveth/' 
To his soul it is a medicine, nauseous in- 
deed, and unpalatable at the time, but 
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Yvhtch he feels by experience to be most 
salutary and healthful ; weaning his heart 
irom all \ain and sublunary objects, and 
leading him to a dos^ union with his 
Saviour and his God* He may be stib- 
jecded to many personal cakutnities ; he 
may be reduced to the lowest d^ee of 
poverty j his character may be fiUsely as- 
persedv and cruel enemies may persecute 
him ; he may be deprived of his dearest 
relatives imd friends ; nay, he may be 
called to endure the sharpest spiritual 
conflicts ; the old man of sin, in his na- 
ture never to be entirely subdued in this 
state of being, may cost hin^ many a pain-* 
fill struggle, and even gain a temporary 
ascendancy over his understanding and' 
best resolutiotis ; he may be Ibrced, with 
die apostle, in the bitterness of his soul, 
to exclaim, " I see a law in my mem^ 
<< bers warridg against the law of my 
" mind. O wretched man that I am ! who 
<< shall deliver me from the body of thii^ 
" death ?" But, what is isftill more sevem, 
he may be subjected to the hidings of 
his heavenly Father's countenance j he 
may be deprived of the comforts of reli- 
gion, which were woittto'solaee his fiKHiI ; 
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instead of joy and delight in the service 
and worship of God, he may be* con- 
scious of nothing.but coldnesi^.deadiiessy 
and distraction of thought ; and be may 
be constrained to cry. with Job, " O.that 
"I knew where I might find him ! I go 
" forward, but he is not there ; backward, 
." but I cannot perceive him ; I seek him 
." on the right hand, and on the left," in 
public ordinances, and private duties, but 
cannot behold him. These, my friends^ 
are heavy trials, and hard to be endured, 
yet still the Christian is not suffei:ed to 
sink under them. For that God. who 
thus chastens with one hand, with the 
other strengthens and supports. ^ He sends 
down his Spirit to enlighten the touU 
that he may be enabled to discern the 
gracious end in view by afflictions, to " 
teach the proper improvement of them^ 
and to lead him to place unlipaited trust 
and confidence in him for reviving and 
comforting grace. The love of God is 
shed abroad in his heart, and he knpws 
that the universe is directed by an al- 
mighty benevolent Ruler. He considers, 
that nothing can escape his notice ; for 
'^ he counteth the starp, and names them 
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^ every one ;" that the very hairs of our 
head are numbered, and that not a spar- 
row falteth to the ground without his 
knowledge and permiission. God's dt 
seeing eye is attentive to the actions of 
the whole intelligent creation, but espe^ 
cially to all that is done and suffered !by 
his adopted children, and he makes their 
afflictions the instrument of convincing 
them/ of the insufficiency of all other 
means, and that in him alone true hap- 
piness is to be found. The righteous, 
thCTefore, rely upon him with perfect con- 
fidence. The Holy Spirit inspires, and 
enables them to cry unto him, " Abba 
" Father," and assures them that he will ' 
not disregard their cry. As earthly pa- . 
rents feel the wants, atid listen to the pe- 
titions of their children, so the Father of - 
Spirits pitieth those that fear him. Good- 
ness is essential to his nature, and he can 
derive no pleasure from the misery of 
any of his creatures. " He will not suf- 
" fer them to be tempted above what they 
" are able, but will with the temptation 
" make a way for them to escape." His 
powerful, though unseen arm is stretched- 
out for their assistance ; and what foe so 
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inflidious as to escapi^ whftt enemy so 
atrong as to resist Omnipotence! Tby 
enemies^ indeed^ O Cbfistian, maybe nii^ 
naerous and fonnidable, foul tby conflicts 
may be severe ; but Im language to t^ee 
is, ^^ Fear them not ; for I am with lliee : 
" be not dismayed ; for I am thy Gdd. I 
** will strengthen thee ; I will telp thee ; 
" yea, 1 will uphold thee with the right 
^^ hand of my righteousness,**—^^ When 
*^ thou passest through the waters, I will 
** be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
" they shall not overflow thee. When 
" thou walkest through the fire, thou 
" shalt not be burnt, neither shall the 
** flame kindle upon thee." ^* Even in 
" the swelling of Jordan, my rod anil my 
^* staff* shall comfort thee." Art thou des- 
titute? Art thou reduced to poverty? 
*< The Lord is thy shepherd, thou shalt 
^ not want:" " I will open," says the Lord, 
^^ rivers in the high places, and fountains 
^* in the midst of the valleys. I will make 
" the wilderness a pool of water, and the 
" dry land springs of water." Art thou 
tempted to doubt Christ's power and will- 
ingness to save ? " He is mighty to save." 
Hear his own declaration, " I will give 



y 



>< 



PK BXP£itlEKG£ WORKING HO^£. 247 

<< utito my sheep etetbal life, attd they 
^ shall never perisdi^ neither i^ll akiy 
« pluck them out df n*y fcaiid/^ Att thoil 
visited at times with tfce hidings of God's 
love ? " For a smalt moment have I for- 
^^ saken thee ; but with great mem^ will 
** I gather thee: i^ a little wrath i have 
" hid my face from thee ; btit with ever- 
" lasting kindness will I have mercy on 
^^ thee, saith the Lord thy Redieeroer." 

Thus, in whatever jsituation the Chris*- 
tian is placed, he has a ground of rejoic*^ 
ing and of hope. When labouring un^ 
der the heaviest afflictions, he knows 
that they are sent for his advantage. He 
regards them as the chastisements of bis 
Father in heaven, who wishes to reclaim 
him from the evil of his ways, and to raise 
him above all dependance on the enjoy* 
ments of the workL He trusts with the 
most perfect confidence, that when con- 
sistent with the glory of God and his 
own eternal welfare, he shall obtain com- 
plete deliverance from all his tribulations, 
and that tb« shadows of the evening 
shall be turned into a joyful morning. — ' 
This brings me to Consider^ in the 
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Seeond place^ That the Christian alone 
has ground to hope for the fitvoor of 
God and for immortal glory. 

That the soul diall enjoj immortality, 
is a truth that has met with the consult 
of mankind in every age. The bdief of 
it would seem to be an immediate dictate 
of our nature. The suggestions of con- 
science, as well as serious reflection on 
the moral attributes of the Supreme Be« 
ing, have impressed a conviction upon the 
minds of men, that beyond the grave they 
shall receive the just recompence of the 
deeds done in the body. 

In heathen nations, in order to quiet a 
guilty conscience, and to appease an of- 
fended Deity, various expedients Ivere 
adopted by the fathers of mankind. The 
most superstitious rites were invented 
and multiplied. Altars were reaoredvand 
the smoke of victims ascended to heaven. 
•^ Wherewith," asks the Prophet Micah, 
<^ shall I come before the Liord, and bow 
<* myself before the high God ? shall 
•< I come before him with bmrnt-ofPerings, 
" with calves of a year old ? Will the 
" Lord be pleased with thousands of 
•^ rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of 
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*« oil ? shall 1 give my first-bom for my 
^ transgression, the fruit of my body for 
« the sin of my soul?" * 

/>^^Even in. those countries that have been 
favoured with the light of the gospel^ 
many have shewn themselves unwilling 
to submit to the blessed method of re* 
conciliation which . God himself has con-i- 
descended to reveal. This plany though 
contrived by Infinite Wisdom, yet with 
disdain have they rejected ; wishing ra- 
ther to trust their hopes of future happi- 
ness to the mercy of God, (without regard 
to the other essential attributes of his nar 
ture,) than to the method of grace and sal- 
vation unfolded in the gospel. But this 
hope is not well founded ; neither :can it 
give rest to the qaind tormented with a 
sense of guilt : For if, by the help of 
reason, we are able to infer that God \s 
merciful, the very same reason also de- 
clares that he is inflexibly just. Is it not, 
therefore, absurd to imagine, that the Al- 
mighty will make a display of the one 
perfection at the expense of the other ? 
Mercy, we allow, is his darling attribute ; 
but still between this and his justice the 
Qiost perfect harmony must subsist. Be- 



250 ON IXPE&ICIICE WORKIKO HOPB. 

rides^iait not presumptuouft tx^ expect, 
that the laws of his goverameot, which 
are established in eternal truth and recti- 
tude, should on our account undergo an 
alteration ? The Almighty exercises a 
moral administration over all his ratio- 
nal CTeatuf es, who are widely dispersed 
throughout the universe^ His kingdom 
is governed by laws, to which the sanction 
of rewards and punishments is annexed^ 
To pardon iniquity, therefore, without a 
satisfaction, would be inconsistent both 
with the justice and the wisdom of Grod« 
And hence, it is obvious, that mere una- 
sbted reason (which could never have 
fi>und out this satisfaction) can give men 
no sure hope of a glorious immortality* 
To them who never enjoyed the light of 
revelation, the prospect into the world of 
spirits has been extremely dark and 
gloomy. Nay, often driven by fri^tful 
forebodings, the most avowed patrons of 
natural religion have plunged into abso« 
lute infidelity with respect to a life to 
coma 

The well-grounded hope of immortal 
happiness is reserved for the Christian 
alone. It is clearly brought to light by 



<\ .a. > ^•-' 



the^gospelf and by m^ny repeated pjK)N 
mkiea insured to the believer. But howy 
my brethr^ii is this hope said to be, 
wrought in. why experience? When(itf-^-;^ v* 
flietion has produced the happy efiieKd;s "^ ''^^ 
upon our temper and character, which '^^. "^ 
wie have idready .mentioned, that is,! '^'^ 
when i^has weaned the heart C from an"^ <^' 
immoderate attachment to things sten 
and temporal^ — ^when it has brought to 
the isonl a full omviction, that ilodung 
short of God can be a satisfying portion 
to an immortid spirit^ — ^when it has led 
us* to seek his favour and friendshij^ as 
the first and great object of desire ; and 
to acquiesce with cheerfulness in the me« 
thod of obtaining it which the gospel re« 
veals,~4o see and admire the infinite fit* 
ness of the blessed Jesus to be our Sa* 
viour^Hx) embrace and rely on his finbb* 
ed work ai^ our sole but .sure title to sal- 
vation ;-~wheynf moreovers faith in him 
has produced its natural and proper 
effects in giving purity to our heart and 
spirituality to our affections, fervour to 
our devotions, and heavenly mindedness 
to our conversation ;-«->when it has led us 
to activity and zeal in promoting the 



£52 OK EXPERIENCE WORKINO HO^E. 

gloiy of Grod, the interests of religion, 
and the comfort of our fellow creatures ; 
-—then, surely, have we ex|>erfence (or 
proof within ourselves) that our afflictions 
have beefn sanctified, and that they have 
been sent in love, as means, in the hand 
of Grod, of " working out for us a far 
" more exceeding, even an eternal weight 
" of ^dry/' : i » 

Such, my hearers, is the experience 
which worketh hope, not merely the hope 
of deliverance from our present afflictions, 
but of the glory and immortality which 
are brought to light by the gospel. It is 
the evidence that the believer hath in 
himself that he is a child of God, and an 
heir of the heavenly inheritance ; and 
therefore it is that the Christian " glories 
** in tribulation, knowing that tribulation 
^ worketh experience, and experience 
" hope, and hope niaketh not ashamed; 
** because the love of God is shed abroad 
^ in his heart by the Holy Ghost, which 
" is given unto him/' And this natu- 
rally led the apostle, in the following ver- 
ses, to consider and establish the grand 
foundation of the whole, and that is, the 
amazing extent of the love of God in a 



ON EXPERIENCE WORKING HOPE, 853 

Redeemer. " God commendeth his love 
" towards us, in that while we were yet 
" sinners Christ died for us." 

This is the foundation, and the only 
foundation of the Christian's hopes. It is 
only in virtue of the atonement made by 
the Lord Jesus that he dares to hope fot^ 
the favoiir of God, and a happy immorta- 
lity. In the cross of Christ he bdiolds the 
noblest display of all the divine attributes ; 
there " justice and mercy meet together, 
" righteousness and peace fhutually em- 
" brace." There all the perfections of 
the divine nature harmonize, and all 
tend to this point as to a common centre, 
to display the glory of the great Creator 
in the salvation of sinful and guilty crea- 
tures. What though in yourselves, my 
friends, you are weak, yet in Christ all 
fulness dwells ! What though your sins 
are of a crimson colour and a scarlet dye, 
the blood which was shed on Calvary 
can wash their deepest stains. It is this 
which dispels every gloomy thought, rai- 
ses the dejected soul, and inspires with 
the noblest joy. Leaning on this anchor, 
you can enter within the veil into the 
holy of holies j— with H filial boldiiesB, ycitt 
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can approadithe very throne of the Most 
High. Neither outward calamities^ nor 
inward sorrows^ can rob you of yom Sw- 
viour's love, ^* Who shall separate us from 
^^ the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or 
^^ distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
, ^^ nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay,. in 
*^ all these things we are more ^an con- 
<^ querors through him that loved us* 
<^ For lam persuaded, that neither death/ 
^^ nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
" nor poweii, nor things present, nor 
<< things to come, nor hei^t, nor depth, 
•^ nor any creature, shall be able to sepa« 
" rate us from the love of God, which 
^< is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Such, then, are the hopes,^r-*mich the 
privileges of the Christian. 

It now remains that I offer, a &w re^ 
flections from what has been said* In the 

First place. What gratitude ought we 
to express for the gospel of our blessed 
Saviour? 

The virtuous part of the heathen 
world, guided solely by the light of na* 
ture, could form but very inadequate 
conceptions of a happier and more per- 
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£QCt ^tete of things tbam the present; We^ 
the disciple of the L^cd Jeaus^hod^eKrei:, 
>^kDow asdntiedly) that when oitr earthly 
^houfieof tills tabernacle comes ta. he 
*^ dissolred^ we shall have a hoiidiing of 
^God^. an house not made witbhands^ 
" eternal in the heavens." The: gospel 
imparts the knowledge of afuture state, 
in a manner the most satisfying to the 
mind. Amidst the afflictions of life, and 
evea in the prospect of death itself, it 
directs us to look forward to Jesus, 6he 
Author audi Finisher of our faith, ft as- 
sures, us, that for the joy whicb was set 
before him, he endured the cn3ss^ and 
despised the shame. It affords the most 
convincing evidence,, that he arose from 
the dead, and that he ascended up in- 
to heaven to prepare mansions for his 
followers in his Father's house abovo. 
It opens a view of happiness beyond 
death and the graven equal to the most 
enlarged desires of an immortal souL 
A treasure, a kingdom,, a crown of glory, 
are expressions employed in Scripture to 
represent its perfection. The knowledge 
and the love of God, the society of glo- 
rified saints and angek^ are also aaid to 
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ooDstitute its dignity and exceUence*-*^ 
For the attainment of this blessed stat^ 
Christianity has pointed out the most sa- 
tisfactory plan. It teadies us to r^rd 
the merits of our Saviour as the sure 
ground of our reconciliation with (rod. 
It assures us, that by his merits we are 
made partakers of the divine nature, de- 
livered from everlasting darkness, and 
made meet for the inheritance of the 
siaints in light. For these truths we: are 
indebted to the revelation of th^^ gospel, 
and for the knowledge of which w^ can 
never sufficiently express our gratitude. 
Surely these are truths which call forth 
all our thankfulness, — truths in which we 
ought to feel the liveliest joy$ and to take 
the deepest interest. Then let us lift up 
our hearts to God in praise and prayer. 
Let us thankfully praise him for the glo- 
rious light which he has vouchsafed un- 
to us. Let us earnestly pray to him, 
that we may not receive this grace in 
vain, but improve our privileges for his 
glory, and for our present and future 
welfare. 

Secondy From what has been said, let 
us reflect for a moment upon the miser- 
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able situation of those, who are strangers 
to that experience, and to this hope. 

Are there any such in this assembly ? 
Charity wishes to hope all things, and 
to believe all things ; but charity is 
not blind. It cannot but see the wicked- 
ness which abounds among multitudes, 
who bear the Christian name, and who 
even attend upon the ordinances of 
Christian worship.-4The duties of my of- 
fice, the sacred commands of the great 
Master whom I serve, enjoin me to deal 
plainly and impartially with the souls of 
my hearers. I beseech you, then, bre- 
thren, by the mercies of God, by what 
you owe to the happiness of your precious 
souls for time and eternity, to consider 
seriously, whether you are, or are not, in- 
terested in this great salvation. If you 
are yet strangers to the saving knowledge 
of God by the gospel ;-— if you have never 
seen your need of Christ, nor felt any 
earnest desires after an interest in him ;— ^ 
if you have never discovered his infinite 
suitableness to the wants and weaknesses 
of your guilty natures, nor embraced him 
in all his mediatory characters ;— you are, 
according to the Scripture account, ^^ in 

R 



258 ON EXPERIENCE WORKING HO?E. 

<f the gall of bitterness, and bond of ini* 
*^ quity ;*' — ^^ without Grod, and without 
" hope ;*'—** children of wrath, and of 
" the devil j" and if you continue in that 
state, the feeble thread of life, every mo- 
ment ready to burst, only prevents you 
from dropping into the dismal regions 
of darkness and despair. Against these 
awful declarations of God by his Word, 
you may fortify yourselves, while health 
and prosperity remain, by a constant 
round of business or of pleasure; but 
when brought low by affliction, — when 
stretched on a bed of sickness and of pain, 
— ^whendeathlikean armed man advances 
with hasty strides, — ^when the judgment- 
seat of Christ with all its terrors rises to 
your view ; — what then, O sinners, is your 
refuge, and what the hope of your confi- 
dence ? You are strangers to that expe- 
rience whicbworketh well-founded hope, 
even the hope of the Christian which 
maketh not ashamed. The lying vanitiet? 
which formerly seduced you into false- 
security, will then fly away and leave you 
to remorse and all the agonies of despair, 
— the prelude and foretaste of the more 
dreadful doom awaiting you in the eter- 
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rial world. O then be f^ersuaded, ere it 
be too late, to thirik seriously upon your 
miserable condition. Glory b6 to God, 
riiy frlettds, yout da;^ of grace is tfdt yet 
concluded : the calls of the Gospel still 
sound ih your ears. God is yet seated 
on a throne of raerfcy. Jestts, the kind 
and gracious Bedeemer of sotils, stdnds 
with outstretched arms ready td' ]|^eeeive 
you. His language to you is, " Incline 
" your ear and come unto me ; hear, and 
^^ your stouls shall live." O be prevailed 
on to listen to his voice, now speaking t6 
you by his sfervant ; and let not this be 
added to the many unprofitable eKfior-r 
tations you have received, and for which^ 
be assured, yoii shall one day render a 
solemn account. 

In this the day of your merciful visi- 
tation, I once more address to you the 
invitation of Jesus, when he stobd and 
cried in the last day, the great day of 
the Jewish festival : /^^ If any man 
^^ thirst, let him come to me and drink : 
" he that believeth on me, out of his belly 
^^ shall flow rivers of livihg water.' V« The 
" Spirit and the bride say come ; and ]ei 
^* hirri that heareth say come ; att'd let 



QGO ON £XP£RI£NC£ WORKING HbP£. 

^< him that is athirst come ; and who- 
** soever will, let him take of the water 
"oflifefteely." 

Thirds I would now improve the sub- 
ject for the benefit of those^ who, in their 
own comfortable experience, know the 
truth of the doctrines which I have en- 

y deavoured to' illustrate j — whose tribula- 
tions have wrought in them ^^ patience, 
^^ and patience experience, and experi- 
*« enee hope." 

In addressing myself to you, may not 
I seasonably adopt the words of the angel 
to the Virgin -Mary, and say, "Hail ye 
** that are highly favoured, the Lord, is 
" with ydu ; blessed are ye among men.*' 

X Your state, my brethren, is more to be 
desired than thrones and dominions, and 
all the glory which this lower world can 
afford. " Happy surely is that people 
" that is in such a case ; yea, happy is 
" that people whose God is the Lord !" 
— " Well,indeed, may your souls magnify 
" the Lord, and your spirits rejoice in 
"God your Saviour; for he that is 
" mighty hath done to you great things, 
** and holy is his name." The relation 
in which you stand to God, is that of 
children to a father; and such are the 
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glo|*ies of this relation that it is founded 
OH the new covenant, and consequently 
shall never cease. Your lives are hid 
with Christ in God : and though the men 
of the world may be insensible to your 
privileges, and even mock at the hopes 
you entertain, yet the trial of your faith 
being much more precious than of gold 
which perisheth, will be found unto 
praise, and honour, and glory, at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ. On that day he 
will commend the tried faith of his 
people, and distinguish them in the pre- 
sence of an assembled universe, by the 
most endearing expressions of his love. 

But even now, as already remarl^ed, a- 
midst all the changes and vicissitudes of 
this mortal state, in prosperity or adver- 
sity, in health or sickness, in joy or sor- 
row, he who hath this experience and 
hope can remain unshaken in the &ith, 
and happy in the testimony of a good 
conscience. He labours undef no dis- 
quieting apprehensions, respecting the 
issue of those tumults and disasters which 
agitate the minds of the multitude. As 
his portion cannot be affected by thqse, 
and his happiness is far beyond theit 
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i^acb, so the terrors which seize upon 
tP!jther$ are unable to make him afraid. 
Amidst the severest deprivations, he can 
adopt the triumphant language of the 
prophet of old : ^^ Although the fig-tree 
^^ shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be 
*^ in the vine j the labour of the oliVe shall 
f^ fail, and the fields s^all yield no meat ; 
'f the flock shall be cut off firom the fold^ 
^^ and there shall be no herd in the stalls j 
*^ yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
" joy in the God of my salvation." When 
all other streams of comfort are dried up, 
this source admits not of diminution or 
decay. " The Lord is thy keeper, the 
" Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.'* 
— " The sun shall not smite thee by 
" day, nor the moon by night. The 
" Lord shall preserve thee from all evil. 
" He shall preserve thy going out and 
" coming' in, from henceforth, even for 
" ever." 

But not longer to insist on these things* 
— As the righteous are safe, amidst all 
the calamities of life ; so, at the hour of 
death, the hour when riches cannot please 
or profit, when it may be said of all sub- 
lunary objects, as Job declared of his 
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friends, "Miserable comforters are ye 
" all," it shall be well with those who have 
placed their hope and confidence in God, 
He will be with them in this their great- 
est extremity, to guide and support their 
steps. *< Though I walk," says David, 
^* in the valley of the shadow of death, 
" I will fear no evil ; for thou art with 
" me ; thy rod and staff they comfort 
" me." It is then, my brethren, that 
the hope of the Christian is peculiarly 
valuable; it is then, when others are ready 
to despond, that he exults in the choice 
which he hath made. " His flesh and 
" his heart may faint and fail, but God 
" is the strength of his heart and his 
" portion for ever." What though his 
spirit take its flight to climes unknown ? 
There is ho region of infinite space 
where God is not present. What tho' 
he go down to the grave and see corrup- 
tion ? He- knows that his Redeemer li- 
veth ; ' and though after his skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in his flesh he 
shall see God. 

Before I conclude,* let me only far- 
ther remind you, brethren, ye highly fa- 
voured of the Lord, that as your privi- 
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1^68 are greats ^ your Divine Master 
calls upon you to walk worthy of them* 
There is a dignity of soul, an elevation 
of character which belong to you. Dis- 
grace not yourselves, nor bring scandal 
upon your profession, by aught unwor- 
thy or unsuitable in your speech and be- 
haviour. Think not, speak not, act not^ 
like mere creatures of the dust, who 
look and long for nothing better than 
what this perishable world, affords. Your 
treasures are in heaven, let your hearts 
and cfonyersations be there also. You 
are travellers towards Zipn 2 your way 
may be rugged,— your accommodation 
but mean, — ^your afflictions may abound. 
Such is the will of your Father, who is 
in heaven ; he sees this to be the fittest 
portion for you, the best means of train- 
ing you up into a meetness for promo- 
ting his glory by your eternal salvation. 
Meantime, let your patience fjontinue 
stedfast and immoveable. ^^ Behold the 
^< husbandman waiteth for the precious 
*^ fruit of the earth, and hath long pa- 
" tience for it, until he receive the early 
^[ and later rain. Be ye also patient. 
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" brethren ; stablish your hearts ; for the 
" comiDg of the Lord draweth nigh.''— 
^^ Come, Lord Jesus, even so comequick- 
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If any man drcnio backj my soul shall ha've no 
pleasure in hm. 

\t HEN Paul wrote this Epistle to the 
Hebrews, many of them, who had em- 
braced Christianity, had apostatized from 
its faith, in consequence of the persecu- 
tions of their unbelieving countrymen, 
who founded their opposition to the gos- 
pel on some false interpretations of the 
prophecies respecting the Messiah. To 
fortify the minds of the believing He- 
brews against these temptations to apos- 
tacy, the apostle proves at great length, 
from the Sacred Oracles, of which for 
ages their nation had been the deposi- 
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tj^t3r>and the divine origin of which they 
admitted, that Jesus whom they crucified 
was indeed the Prince and the Saviour 
promised to their Fathers, predicted by 
a long succession of Prophets, and sha- 
dowed forth in all the types and ceremo- 
nial ordinances of the law; and thus 
establishes the infinite superiority of 
the person and priesthood of Christ to 
that of all the former messengers of 
God to man. To strengthen the good 
impressions which, it was natural to sup- 
pose his reasoning had produced on his 
believing brethren, he exhorts them, in 
the verses preceding my text, to caO to 
remembrance the joy which they felt 
when they first believed the gospel, the 
courage and constancy with which they 
then suffered for the £iith, the kindness 
which they shewed to their partners in 
those sufferings, their sympathizing ^ith 
him in his bonds, and the becoming tem- 
per of mind with which ^^ they took the 
<^ spoiling of their goods, knowing that 
^^ in heaven they had a better, even an 
** enduring substance/' And to encou- 
rage them to persevere in this honourable 
and consistent behaviour, <^ not to cast 
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*^ away their confidence in Christ, but to 
^' hold fast the profession of their faith 
^^ without wavering,'' he assures them, 
that a great reward awaited them in the 
heavens ; that they would soon be deliver- 
ed from the persecutions to which they 
were at present exposed ; for the Lord 
Jesus would come, as he had promised, 
and destroy Jerusalem, — an event ^hich 
the Hebrews then saw approaching, by 
the appearing of those signs which Christ 
had mentioned in his prophecy would 
precede its accomplishment To en- 
force these arguments by a different and 
still more powerful motive, he adds, 
" the just shall live by faith ;'* but if any 
man who had made a profession of faith 
should draw back in the time of trial, 
and finally apostatize, the apostle declares 
in the name of God, speaking after the 
manner of men, ^* my soul shall have no 
^* pleasure in him." 

It is a melancholy truth, that many 
professors of the gospel, in all ages, have 
proved unstedfast and unfaithful in their 
Christian profession. Even so early as 
the days of our Lord's personal ministry, 
we read of many who were accounted his 
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disciples, that went back and walked no 
more with him. And in the present day, 
how many are there, who make shipwreck 
of faith and of a good conscience?- — 
How many, who having once seemingly 
run well in the Christian race, afterwards 
cease their exertions; — who ** havingonce 
^^ put their hand to the plough, look 
** back," and by degrees return with in- 
creased guilt to their former sins ; — ^who 
having begun in the spirit, at last end in 
the flesh.— Considering those things, and 
conscious too, as all who know any thing 
of themselves must be, that the heart 
is deceitful above all things and despe- 
rately wicked, is there not cause for holy 
jealousy and godly fear? Is not the aw- 
ful admonition in the text equally suit- 
able, equally important, equally neces- 
sary to us, as it was to the persons to 
whom it was originally addressed ? And 
may we not suppose, that our blessed 
Lord is now saying to each of us indivi- 
dually, " If thou draw back, my soul 
^^ shall have no pleasure in thee ?" 

In discoursing from this subject, it is 
proposed, 

I. To explain, what is meant by .the 
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expresskm^ *• If any man draw bff6k/*~. 
Aftd, 

n. To point out some redsofltf whicfaf 
should determine m to guard agadnst the 
apostacy hete m^itttidned. 

L By the expressiOYi " to draw back," 
mtist certainly be understood a total and 
final apostacy, as is evident from the 
dause immediately Ibll6wing the words 
6f the text : ^* We a*e not of those who 
^ draw badk unto perdition/' Bit in or- 
det to ei^plain its iMport more particu- 
larly, I would observe, in th^ Jlrtt place, 
that soriie who once were accounted dis- 
ciples of Christ, have drawn back into 
open profiinity and infidelity. 

Of persons of this character the Apos- 
tle Peter speaks in his 2d epistle, 2d chap, 
ver. 20 and 21, when he says : " For if 
" afler they have escaped the pollutions 
^* of the world, through the knowledge 
<^ of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
^ they are again entangled therein, and 
** overcome ; the latter end is worse with 
*^ them than the beginning. For it had 
" been better for them not to have known 
" the way of righteousness, than, after 
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^^ they have known it, to turn from the 
" holy eommandroetit delhrered unto^ 
"them/* Alas ! how melancholy is the ^ 
reflection, that there shotdd be ifn the 
world persons possessed of the knowledge 
of Christianity, and yet iSo totally regard- 
less of their true interests, as to a^tandon 
the h<^e of the gospel for the sake df the 
perishing pleasures of sin. Persons of 
this character, who have stifled convic- 
tion^ and hold the truth in imrigfa^oas- 
nei^5 become generally the most hatden- 
ed and daring in wickedness. Common 
r^ftstraints are remofved,— the voice of 
conscience is silenced,-— the Spirit of God 
ceases to strive, and they are given over 
to a reprobate mind, — to follow all un- 
cleanness with greediness, — to fill up the 
measure of their inikpities, and at last to 
perish in unbelief. ~f 

But I observe, second^ That others who 
apostatize from Christ, fall into gross and 
dangerotis errors. 

Such were Hymeneus and Fhiletus, of 
whom Paul speaks (2 Tim. ii. 17. and 
18.), who concerning the truth have erred, 
^^ saying, that the resurrection is past al- 
" ready, and thereby overthrow the faith 
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^" of some.** Of this kind are the Mie 
teachers mentioned by the Apostle Peter, 
<^ who should bring in damnable heresies, 
^* even denying the Lord that bought 
^^ them, by which they should bring upon 
f^ themselves swift destruction/' Remark- 
able likewise, to this purpose, are those 
awful words relating to the ^ man of sin, 
" the mystery of iniquity, whose coming 
^^ is after the working of Satan, with all 
^^ power, and signs, and lying wonders, 
^^ and with alldeceiveableness of unright- 
^^ eousness in them that perish, because 
*^ they received not the love <^ the truth 
•^ that they might be saved. For this 
^^ cause God shall send them strong de- 
^^ lusion, that they should believe a lie, 
^^ that they all might be damned who be- 
" lieve not the truth, but had pleasure in 
^^ unrighteousness." In this way, my 
friends, many have drawn back from 
Christ, who have still retained his name, 
and continued to account themselves and 
have been accounted by others, among 
the number of his disciples.-— But I add. 
Third and lastlj/j That there is still a 
more secret and disguised kind of apos- 
tacy, which is not on that account the les3 
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£ital and ruinous ; I mean when persoQSi 
who have once had a profession of reli-* 
gion, become careless and indifferent, lose 
all vigour and z^al about the things of 
God and eternity, and discover a propor- 
tionable eagerness in worldly schemes and 
pursuits. 

This is a way of apostati2ing front 
Christ, the more dangerous, because it is 
the least apt to be perceived^ The de* 
cay is so gradual and insensible, that the 
persons themselves who are the subjects 
of it may not be fully, if at all, aware of 
their danger. To use the language of 
the Prophet Hosea, (viL 9.) ^* grey hairs 
^^ are here and there upon him, yet he 
" knoweth it not'' But others, who 
knew them in t)ieir better days, cannot 
but remark a great and melancholy 
change. They ar^ no longer the persons 
they once seemed to be. Their relish 
for spiritual exercises and spiritual enjoy-* 
ments is evidently gone. The restraints 
of the Sabbath, the day which the Lord 
hath sanctified for his own holy service, 
and in which they were wont to rejoicOf 
are now felt to be painfully tiresome. 
Public ordinances, if attended to at 9U1 
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have degenerated into a mere bodily act 
and empty form. The word preached has 
lost its savour ; and secret prayer, which 
was once a delig^itful, has become an 
irksome and burdensome task. Fiona 
and useful books, fitted for informing the 
understanding, improving the heart, and 
regulating the life, that were fonnerly 
with avidity read, nay, the Bible itself^ 
which alone is ^^ able to make wise unto 
<^ salvation,'' are either totally neglected 
and laid aside, or are seldom made the 
subject of perusal and meditation. 

In short, the persons of whom I speak 
have changed their views, their manners, 
their company. Perhaps some alteration 
in their outward circumstances has pro- 
duced these unhappy effects. Raised 
from a state of dependence to wealth, 
their minds have been intoxicated with 
worldly prosperity; and by a strange kind 
of infatuation, tho' by no means uncom- 
mon in life, in proportion to the degree 
in which they have been loaded with the 
bounties of Providence, they have proved 
unthankful and unmindful of the great 
and bountiful Giver, and forgetful of that 
God to whom they are indebted for this 
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and all other benefits. Or, perhaps, with* 
out any visible cause, their profession of 
religion has gradually declined, and their 
devotion to the service of their God and 
Saviour proved as the morning cloud 
and early dew, which soon pass away. 
Afler maintaining for a while an appear- 
ance of serious godliness, they have gra- 
dually sunk into sloth, possibly into bad 
habits, which deaden every religious feel- 
ing, and leave the soul in a state of the 
most awful insensibility. These are they, 
who, when they have heard the word, go 
forth, and are choked with the cares, and 
riches, and pleasures of the world, and 
bring forth no fruit unto perfection. 

Thus, my friends, have I mentioned 
some of the ways in which the professors 
of religion draw back from Christ It is 
enough, I hope, to have mentioned them. 
To dwell upon them is painful and dis- 
tressing. " Offences will come ; but woe 
" unto them by whom they do come.'* 
What our Lord said of Judas, may with 
truth be said of every apostate from the 
faith and obedience of the gospel : " It 
^^ had been good for that man, that he 
^* had never been born.'' — Brethren, these 



276 ON APOSTACY. 

things axe written for our adno^iutton. 
The cases which I have mentioned are so 
many beacons set up to warn. tis of the 
danger of backsliding ; and the . use we 
should make of them will fall if ow to be 
considered, under the second gBii&cai 
head ; which was, secondlyy To point out 
the reasons which should determine us 
not to draw back from ChrisL : 

t ■■•"•" 
Here^ my brethren, I wish to address 
myself to your consciences^ with all 
the solemnity and earnestness which the 
importance of the subject demands. I 
speak to you as professing believers in 
the gospel; and to promote your stediast-' 
ness in the faith of Christ, suffer me to 
suggest a few motives and arguments. 

And, ^rstf Let gratitude to the Re- 
deemer for the blessings you have recei- 
ved from him, constrain you to cleave to 
him with full purpose of heart. 

The blessings for which heclaims'your 
gratitude, " if we would declare and 
" speak of them, are more than can be 
numbered." It was he who formed you 
from the dust of the ground, and br^th- 
ed into your nostrils the breath of life. 
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It was he who assigned you the high and 
honourable rank which you hold in the 
scale of bdngr-^who gave y 6u a soul that 
shall nev^ die, and endowed it with fa- 
culties^ which qualify you, in no small de- 
gree even OB earth, for. contemplating his 
nature and perfections, — for holding com- 
munion with him in the subliitie and ex- 
alted exercises of devotion, and for En- 
joying him in heaven, when to you time 
shall be no more. It is he who has pre- 
served you ever sin^e you had a being, 
and continues the bfessings you now en- 
joy. The air which you have inhaled, — 
th6 food by which you have been nou- 
rished,-*-the raiment by which you have 
been clothed,-~the health that you have 
possessed,— the friends who have assisted 
you,-~the soft endearments of conjugal, 
filial, and parental aflFection, in which you 
have had cause to tejoice, — ^the sticcess 
that has crowned your industry" and ex:- 
ertions,— the security vouchsafed to you 
from the innumerable snares and datigerv 
with which you have been continually 
encompassed, and by which so many 
others, have beeU; overwhelmed^ — these 
have been all his gifts. They ire un- 
merited on your part, and therefore, to 
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the loving kindness of the Lord, and to 
it alone, you owe these, and all the com-* 
forts, and all the happiness with which 
your cup is made daily and hourly to 
overflow. Can you then withhold from 
him the tribute of praise, and of a grate- 
ful heart? 

There are, however, other, and.higher 
grounds on which the Lord Jesus is en- 
titled to your gratitude, and with which 
those already mentioned are not once 
worthy of being compared. He has not 
only created, not only preserved, but he 
has also redeemed you^ Who can con- 
ceive how vast a mercy is expressed by 
the word redemption ? Call to mind your 
state as sinners, — ^how you have provoked 
the wrath of your Heavenly Father by 
offences without number, — ^how you have 
subjected yourselves, by wilful transgresh- 
sion, to the everlasting punishment which 
he hath denounced against the ungodly 
and disobedient ; — ^and how, in this last 
and undone condition, the Saviour has 
undertaken your ruined cause, and is 
now engaged in the arduous task of re- 
deeming you from iniquity. 

Though he was the eternal and only- 



ON APOSTACY. 279 

begoUen Son of God, equal to and one 
with the Father, infinitely and: traascen-* 
dently glorious in himself, and needing 
not the adoration of men or of angels to 
add to his essential happiness and glory, 
yet ^^ for our sakes he became poor, that 
^ through his poverty we might bie made 
^* rich." His love for the guilty. sons of 
men was stronger than death. Many wai- 
ters of affliction could not quench it ; nor 
could the floods of divine wrath drown 
it. It brought him down from heaven 
to earth : it led him to endure! a life of 
pain and poverty, of reproach and perse- 
cution, and at last to die the painful, the 
ignominious, and the accursed death of 
the cross, that thus, through the ransom 
of his blood, he might redeem you from 
eternal misery, and open to you the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Christians, can you think of all this 
without any grateful emotion ?• Can you 
meditate on the glory and grace of the 
Redeemer ;— can you recollect the cir- 
cumstances of his abasement, sufferings, 
and death, and contemplate the blessings 
bestowed on you in consequence of his 
mediation ; — and not be constrained to 
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jadgeiwith the Apostle, ^^ that if one died 
^^ for idl, then were all dead ; and that he 
<« died for all, that they who livb shcMdd 
^not henceforth live unto thmnadves, 
^^ but unto him who died for tfaMn^ and 
*< who rose again ?'* 

-Oratitude, it must be allowed, is a 
|)Oweiiul principle in the hiidman nitnd; 
and surely, surely if one spark of it exists 
in your breasts, the love of Qirist is an 
object of all others the best fitted to ex* 
cite and call forth to its highest exercise 
this noble principle. . > 

Do any professing disciples of Jeisnis 
th6n<.tum aside .from the ways of God, 
and walk no more in the blessed path 
that leads to Zion above ? Are not your 
souls, Christians, grieved on this account; 
and instead of being disposed to imitate 
their example, does not gratitude for 
redeeming love prompt you to cleave 
more closely unto Christ, and be more 
active and zealous in promoting his cause 
and glory in the world ? As often as you 
decline from the path of duty, does not 
the cutting question, Is this thy kindness 
to thy friend ? awaken within you a re- 
newed sense of gratitude, and stir you up 
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to renewed acts of obedi^icey and neur 
expressuions of attacbment to Him who 
has done and sufieied so mudi to save 
your guilty and perishing souls ? 

O blessed Jesus, will be the language 
of the grateful heart, let me die rather 
than not live to thde; let me lose the 
powers of my rational tiature, rather than 
fail to employ them in thy service. If I 
forget thee, let my right hand forget its 
cunning ; let my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouth, if I love thee not, and pre* 
fer not thy love to my chiefest joy. Even 
on earth would I join, with my feeble 
voice, the new song of the ten thoui^nd 
times ten thousraid, and tfaousuid of 
thousands of glorified spirits who 4»ur« 
round the throne of God ; and sing^ 
^^ Worthy is die Lamb that* was -slaib', 
^< and hast redeemed me by his blood, 
^^ to receive power, and ridbies, and wis- 
^^ dom, and strength, and honour, and 
" glory, and blessing." 

But, second^ Besides the argument that 
may be derived from gratitude, let a re- 
gard to your best interests urge you to 
cleave stedfastly to Christ. 

Solid sense and real piety, instead of 
being incompatible, are closely and inti- 
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nmteij oniteiL They who are most 
ateadjr in thrar attachment to the Saviour^ 
do at the same time most effiectuaUy 
consult thdr tmest happiness. ^ Lord, 
^ to whom shall we go," said Peter, in 
name of all the apostles, ^ tlK>n hast the 
^ w<»ds of etnnal life.'' If we forsake 
Qirist, to whom ebe can we betake our- 
selves for comfort? Where shall we find 
audi H master, so kind and condescend- 
ing, so ready to instruct, and so able to 
confer on us blessings of inestimable 
value? He only can shew us the path to 
eternal life. He only can qualify us, by 
his grace and spirit, for the enjoyment of 
this inconceivable happiness. To whom 
then shall we go but unto Qurist? in 
whom shall we confide but in him ? or 
whither cam we look for consolation and 
support but to this merciful and all- 
powerful Redeemer ? 

Abandon the gospel, my fiiends, and 
what do you leave behind ? you ^andon 
at the same time peace of mind ; — you a- 
bandon the sweetest consolations of Ufe ; 
and, finally, you abandon the cheering, the 
animating, the transporting hope of im- 
mortality. Let the votaries of infidelity 
propose to me any thing that may foe 
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compared to the gospel of Jesus Chrbt^ 
*-rany thing equally honourable to Grod, 
Of equally suitable to the circumstanceti 
of sinful man, and then I shall have some 
reason to forsake Christ, and to become 
their follower. But till then I will cleave 
to the Gospel as my choicest treasure, 
aiid the source of all my happiness. I 
will hold ^ the beginning of my confi- 
^ dence sted&st unto the end, and not 
^^ be moved away from the hope of the 
" gospel,'* because here I find every thing 
that can exalt my mind and comfort 
my heart,-— every thing that is necessary 
to support me amidst the various trials 
and vicissitudes of this mortal state, or 
that can cheer my sinking spirits in the 
prospect of death and eternity. Without 
^ the gospel, this world would appear a 
joyless desert ; butpo&sessed of this light 
from heaven, I can penetrate the gloom, 
and descry the bright mansions in my 
Father's house above, where " the Lord 
^^ shall be my everlasting light, and the 
^^ days of my mourning shall be ended.'' 
I add, in the third and last place. Let 
the dreadful doom of apostates deter you 
from the aggravated sin of drawing back 
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fit>iii Christ; for ^ if any man draw ^«dc^ 
<^ my soui shall hxvd no pljeaspce ita him.- 

39iis is one of tbobepastagesr.bfi'^ip^ 
tnre^ in which a great deal moiiekltn^- 
^ed than expreiBsed Thus, wiken Da^ 
vid> in the ^h Psalm, Baiys^ ^> Iheiu art not 
^^E' God dxat hast plessurei in^ wicked^ 
<< ness^'* i be means that sin pr witked^ 
hess is of all thingslhe most ofl^nlivs^ 
in the sight of God ;*^that it is tfae^ ob- 
ject of his iriecbnoileable haibred 'and • a^ 
version s*''^'^ is evident from- iHe yea^se 
immediately following^ <^ Thou bxtest all 
^^the workers of iniquity." In like man^ 
ner^ in the text, when it is said^ that the 
Lord has no pleasure in apostaey, the 
meaning is, that he rejects and abhoi^sit, 
and will at last severely punish it in a fiir 
ture world. 

This is a truth, with whidb llie whole 
tenor of the word of God accords^ No- 
thing is morecertain, than thsitof allsin^ 
ners, those who have once hadaprb&siiioh 
of religion, and have ailerwardsl! relin- 
quished theu! profession, stand lexpesed to 
the heaviest punishment ^^'Hethabknew 
^^ not his Lord's will and did it not, 'shall 
" be beaten with few stripes ;butlie that 
" knew it and did it not, shall be beaten 
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^1 withmany stripes ; for unto whom much 
^risigiv.eni of them; much shall be requir- 
^^ ed»" IWithout spemiing time in quoting 
passaged : firom other parts of the Bible^ 
let us only look into the chapter where our 
text lies^ to learn the doom of apostates 
and the impossibility of their escaping 
the righteous judgment of God. *« If 
^ we sin wilfully,'^ says the apostle in the 
26th verse> '^ after that we have received 
** the knowledge of the truth, there re^ 
<^ maineth no more sacrifice for sins, but 
^ a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
^^ mentf and fiery indignation, which shall 
" devour the adversaries." — " He that de- 
^' spised Moses' law died without mercy 
*^ under two or three witnesses ; of how 
^^ much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
** shall he be thought wbrthy, who hath 
" trodden under foot the Son of Grod, 
^^ and hath counted the blood of the co^ 
<^ venant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
<^ an unholy thing, and hath done de- 
^* spite unto the spirit of grace ?*' 

Think then, my firiends, think often on 
the guilt of apostacyy— on the danger of 
hypocrites,— of felge pretenders to reli^- 
gion. Think, what weeping and gnashing 
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" of teeth*' there will be, when ^* ye shall 
<< see Abram, Isaac, and Jacob, and all 
<< the prophets in* the kingdom of heaven, 
" and you yourselves thrust out !'* Think 
what it will be to be outcasts tcom the 
glorious mansions of the blessed, and 
from all share and fellowship in their joy 
and felicity, — ^to be for ever consigned to 
the realms of misery and despair, the 
<place prepared for the de^il and his an- 
gels, — ^to endure unutterable torments, 
both in body and soul, and that for ever, 
— ^to dwell with everlasting burnings, and 
have no rest day nor ni^t ! And *^ see- 
*^ ing, therefore, beloved, ye know these 
*^ things before, beware lest ye also, being 
" led away with the error of the wicked, 
^< fall from your own stedfastness/' But 
rather " grow iA grace, and in the know- 
" ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
'• Christ, whom to know is etenial life.'' 

You have now heard, my friends, your 
duty and your danger, ^ — the snares to 
which you are exposed, and the reasons 
that should determine you to cleave with 
purpose of heart unto the Lord. 

Learn from what has been said to 
guard against the beginnings of spiritual 
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declension. It is generally by slow and 
insensible degrees that men fall from the 
faith and profession of the gospeL It is 
often by indulging a proud and captious 
spirit,— ^y improper compliances with the 
customs and manners of those around 
them,— ^* by forsaking the assembling of 
^^ themselves together,"-by the neglect or 
careless performance of secret devotion, — 
or by needlessly associating with those 
who are destitute of the life and power of 
godliness ; — ^it is, I say, by such means as 
these, that those awful backslidings be- 
gin, which terminate in a total and final 
apostacy. " Watch and pray, therefore, 
^* that ye enter not into temptation/' 
Shun the occasions of sin. <^ Abstain 
" from all appearance of evil.'^ 

I speak to some, no doubt, who have 
experienced very serious impressions of 
divine truth*. Nay, perhaps there are 
none hearing me, who at one period of 
their lives have not seen something of 
their guilt and misery as sinners, and felt 
considerable uneasiness concerning the 
safety of their souK I ask, my brethren, 
if any of you have stifled these convic- 
tions? If so, let me exhort, — ^let me 
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charge^^^let me beseech you, flSiyoii vflk 
Ine your everlasting peace^ to do so no 
longer. Take the alarm in time: ^ CoHir 
^^ victiona of sin and danger,^ says ^an 
eminent writer *, ^* are the means whidi 
<^ God employs for * bringing us out of 
<^ darkness into his marvelloua light*' 
^^ Oh ! then^ resist not^ quench not the 
^< working of the Spirit It may be the 
^^ first dawn of that light in your aoql, 
^^ which, if suffered to increase^ may ne- 
^^ ver be extinguished. It niay be the 
^^ first spark of that heavenly fijtet which^ 
^^ if not at present smothered^ will burn 
^ for even" Improve this, and aU the 
means which the wisdom of God hath 
appointed for your recovery from back- 
sliding, and for your establishment in the 
ways of truth and holiness. 

In particular, ^^ Ibt the love of Christ 
" dwell in you richly in all wisdom." 
Search the Scriptures daily, not as a task 
or lesson, but with reverence and atten- 
tion, and earnest desire to profit. Avoid 
bad company, by which I mean, not only 
the company of the dissolute and pro- 

^ The Rev. Edward Cooper's Practical and Familiar Ser* 
moDS. 
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fane, but of those also, who are enemies 
to serious leligioo^ and strangers to the 
power of godliness. In the intercourse 
of life, it is impossible, I acknowledge, 
altogether, to avoid their society ; but do 
not choose such for your bosom ifriends 
and companions. This advice, which is 
necessary for all, ought to be peculiarly 
attended to by the young. " O my soul, 
^' come not Hmxx into their secret } unto 
^^ their assembly be not thou united. He 
^^ that walketh with the wise, shall be 
^ wise ; but a companion of fools shall 
•• be destroyed. Cease, my son, to hear 
^^ the instruction that causeth thee to 
^ err from the words of knowledge-." On 
the other hand, cultivate the society and 
friendship of those who love the name, 
bear the image, and obey the laws of the 
Saviour. In the time of very general apos- 
tacy, we read, that '^ they who feared 
•^ the Lord, spake often one to another^ 
" and the Lord hearkened and heard it ; 
^* and a book of remembrance was writ- 
** ten before him for them that feared the 
^^ Lord, and thought upon his name."' 

Finally, my brethren, " be strong in the 
*J Lord, and in the power of his might 

T 
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<< Fray with all prayer and supplication 
<^ in the Spirit, watching thereunto with 
^^ all perseverance"- Never forget^ that 
your perseverance in the faith and holi- 
ness of the gospel is a necessary evidence 
of the truth and sincerity of your profes- 
sion ; and that as they who run in a race 
with the hope of winning the prize must 
continue to run till they reach the goal^ 
that if they stop in the way, they have 
run so far in vain,-— so it is in the Chris- 
tian race. Believers, accordingly, are ex- 
horted to give all diligence to the full 
assurance of hope unto the end. They 
are commanded to work out their salvar 
tion with fear and trembling, — ^to gird 
up the loins of their minds, — ^not to sleep 
as do others, but to watch and be sober, 
— to run with patience the race set be- 
fore them, — and forgetting the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, to 
press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.' 
Remember that your path is beset 
with dangers ; that you are surrounded 
with foes who watch for your halting ; 
that even in the bed of death your faith 
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and obedience will be exercised with 
temptation. Watch and pray that ye 
yield not to these temptations. Secure 
as you may think yourselves at this mo- 
ment, beware of trusting to your own 
resolutions, or of depending on your own 
strength, but ^^ let him that standeth 
^< take heed lest he falL" On God alone 
build with a pure and unswerving trust 
Put all your hope and confidence on the 
Almighty Guardian and Shepherd of Is- 
rael. Place your soul in the keeping of 
Him who never slumbers nor sleeps, and 
who alone can give the victory, and cao 
present you &ultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy. — Amen. 
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PROVERBS xxviii. 1% 

He that cwereth his sins^ shall notjprosjper i 
hit "who^o CQTffesseth them^ shall have merqf^ 

Nothing can be more clearly revealed 
to us in the Sacred Scriptures, than that 
<« all men have sinned, and come short of 
" the glory of God." The uniform ex- 
perience of all ages, and the admonitions 
of conscience in every breast, bear wit- 
ness to the melancholy truth. Sinless 
obedience is an attainment to which the 
most eminent saint while on this earth 
can lay no claim : for there is not a just 
*^ man upon earth, that doeth good and 
" sinneth not." 

.Should any, then, be so far puiFed up 
with pride, so self righteous, as to arro- 
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gate to himself perfection or infallibili- 
ty, the voice both of N&ture and Revela- 
tion loudly proclaims the falsity of all 
such pretensions. Widely diflferent were 
the sentiments of the pious Job upon this 
subject : ^Mf I justify myself, mine own 
^* mouth shall condemn me ; if I say I am 
** perfect, it also should prove me per- 
" verse."— Hence, it appears, that con- 
fession of sin is a duty which is not only 
perfectly Consistent with our present state, 
but one which the best and the wisest of 
men have ever judged due to their Maker. 
*♦ He that covereth his sins shall not proa- 
" per ; but whoso confesseth them shall 
" have mercy." 

In farther discoursing, it shall, under 
the divine blessing, be my endeavour, 

I. To describe the nature of the duty 
here recommended, of making confession 
of sin unto God, — and, 

II. To illustrate the argument which is 
set forth in the text, to encourage us to 
the perforpiance of this duty. 

L It is not my intention to spend time 
in refuting the arguments employed by 
the Church of Rome, for pressing such 
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texts as this into the service of auricidar 
confession, i. e. the private acknowledg- 
ment of the sins of the people to the 
priest. It is well known, that this prac- 
tice, instead of being serviceable to the 
interests of religion, has opened a door 
to dl manner of licentiousness, and has 
been prostituted to serve the vilest of pur- 
poses. By this stratagem the designing 
and rapacious rulers of that church be- 
come acquainted with the private circum- 
stances and secret transactions of their 
people, and fail not to make use of this in- 
formation for keeping them in awe, while 
they are carrying on schemes for main- 
taining and extending their own wealth 
and powen This practice, too, must, in 
the way in which they manage it, have a 
mighty tendency to render the great pre- 
cepts of religion of no effect, and to cor- 
rupt the manners of the people. For 
when once men are made to believe that 
they have it in their power at any time, 
and at an easy rate, to obtain a full par- 
don of all their sins, the strongest check 
upon vice is removed, and the utmost 
freedom is presented for the unlimited 
indulgence of every vicious passion. It 
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cannot, however, be denied, that both 
public and private confession unto men, 
may in many cases be not only warranta- 
ble and innocent, but highly useful and 
expedient. Public and scandalous ofien* 
ces require public acknowledgment, and 
public satisfaction made to the society to 
which such offence has been given : And 
in some cases private confession to a 
faithful minister of Christ, or to some 
friend or person of superior knowledge 
and sanctity, may be necessary for un- 
burdening a troubled conscience, and for 
obtaining comfort and direction for fu- 
ture conduct. 

But none pf tl^ese is the confession spo- 
ken of in the text. It is GocPs preroga- 
tive, and God^s otily^ to forgive sin, and 
to him, therefore, confession must be 
made, if we would look for the blessing 
annexed to this duty. As it is not con- 
fession unto mew, therefore, but unto 
God that is here meant, so neither is it 
the end and design of this duty to inform 
God of our sins, as if he were ignorant 
of the least of them. No, my friends, he 
is fully acquainted with all our ways ; he 
knows the very thoughts of our hearts 
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afar off. But th6 gr^at end and tendency 
of this duty, is to bruag us acquainted 
with our own temper and character^ that 
so our hearts may be, suitably affected 
with a sense of our siixs, and. our reso- 
lutions strengthened for new obedience. 
Confession^ in general, is the lively exer*- 
cise of the soul, contemplating its own 
sinful nature, and reviewing the evil of 
its conduct; unfolding its defilements 
with humility and self-abasement before 
God, with a fixed determination of forsa- 
king them, and in the hope of foi^ive- 
ness througb Jesus Christ. It is plead- 
ing guilty to all the accusations of a ten- 
der and faithful conscience, awakened by 
due reflection on the spirituality and ex- 
tent of the divine law, compared with 
the extreme imperfection of the sinner's 
obedience. Genuine confession is always 
attended with shame and sorrow for sin, 
and never fails, through the aids of the 
Spiiit, to issue in reformation of life. In 
one word, it is the natural expression of 
true evangelical repentance. 

But let us descend to particulars. Con- 
fession unto God includes, 
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!• Distinct knowledge of tm^ and a 
thorough acquaintance with our own tem- 
per and character. 

The very mention of this is sufiEcient 
to shew its importance. As there ate 
6ome who have foolishly imagined that 
they are guilty of no sins, and have been 
accordingly led to look upon the duty 
here recommended as unnecessary, so^ 
on the other hand, to make confession of 
sins with which we are altogether un- 
acquainted, and which we are consci- 
ous of never having committed^ is so far 
from being required in the Scriptures, 
that it betrays the deepest hypocrisy and 
dissimulation, and is really nothing less 
than a solemn mockery of the Almighty. 
There are others^ again^ whose knowledge 
of sin is derived more from common re- 
port, than from self conviction. They 
readily confess themselves to be sinners, 
but look upon guilt as a very trivial 
thing, and have such ideas of the excel- 
lence of their characters5 that they fondly 
imagine their vices are more than com- 
pensated by the contrary virtues of which 
they think themselves possessed. But 
such false and superficial conceptions of 
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8105 ^nd of the character, can neyer make 
any deep or abiding impressions. They 
may produce a cold and formal acknow- 
ledgment, but can have little e£fect upon 
the heart, and can never be supposed to . 
bring forth that unreserved and impar- 
tial confession which the gospel requires. 

In order to arrive at a thorough know- 
ledge of our sins and of our real charac- 
ter, we ought, with the strictest attention, 
to review the whole of our past life and 
conversation. We must recollect, as far 
as possible, wherein we have failed and 
come short of our duty, and, sdll more, the 
many instances in which we have been 
guilty of wilful and actual violation of 
the laws of God. In this. review the real 
penitent will not hurry over, what some 
may be ready to imagine small or venial 
sins ; he considers no offence against his 
God a matter of ; indifference. With still 
greater care will he canvass his great and 
presumptuous sins, if such he has com- 
mitted, and will endeavour to discover 
every circumstance of their aggravation. 

That this self-inquiry may produce 
the fuller information, it becomes all of 
you, brethren, to trace your actions to 
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their proper sources, to attend to the mo- 
tives by which they have in different in- 
stances been influenced, and, in all cases, 
to pay the utmost regard to the sentence 
which a faithful conscience pronounces 
upon them. In a word, you must spare 
no pains, in order to acquire a thorough 
knowledge of your own heart, the foul 
fountain from whence these polluted 
streams flow. 

Here, indeed, we are extremely ready to 
impose upon ourselves. The understand- 
ing proves a dupe to the passions. Cor- 
ruption prevails against reason and con- 
science ; all the faculties of the soul are 
swayed by its authority. Loath to part 
with our darling sins, we are willing to 
shelter them under the thinnest covering. 
We readily grasp at every excuse, and 
eagerly lay hold on the most trifling cir- 
cumstances which can extenuate our 
guilt. 

In this difficult work we have the Scrip- 
tures of truth for ouj: guide, and from 
them the greatest assistance is to be de- 
rived. The law of God, in the hand of 
the Spirit, is the only effectual and infal- 
lible mean of giving us the true know- 
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ledge of our spiritual state ; <* for by the 
<< law is the knowledge of iitkJ^ It takes 
cognisance even of the thoughts of the 
hearty as well as of the outward actions* 
Accordingly, we find that reading of the 
law preceded all the solemn confessions 
recorded in the Bible. We can indeed 
never judge of our temper and conduct 
aright, until we compare them with this 
unerring rule. And when men attempt 
to examine their actions by any other 
standard, measuring themselves by them* 
selves, and comparing themselves amongst 
themselves, they are sure to be misled, or, 
as the apostle expresses it, ^ they are riot 
^« wise.'' 2 Cor. x. 12. 

This was the case with the self conceit* 
ed Pharisee, when he thanked God that he 
was not like other men. St Paul himself 
declares, that he ^* was alive without the 
^ law once, but when the commandment 
" came," and with light and power enter-^ 
ed his heart, he immediately discov^ed 
his mistake ; then, says he, ^' sin revived 
" and I died." And here, my friends, I 
would urge it upon you as a truth, never 
to be forgotten, that the mere knowledge 
of the external letter of the law is not 
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svi^ient to pro(}ucQ conviction^ There 
may be» and often is, a 3eeining confor-^ 
mity to tlw law, leading roeo to think 
more highly of themsielves than they 
ought to think) while in fact they are 
strangers to its spiritual nneaning and 
powen But no sooner does the S[Kirit 
send conviction to the conscience, than 
the humble penitent s<ees his sins to be 
more numerous than the hairs of his head, 
and greater than be is able to bean Sen* 
sible of his own weakness, ever suspi- 
cious of his own partiality, he looks up to 
God for assistance aod direction, Con«* 
acious that he must have been guilty of 
many sins, which have passed unot^er- 
ved,— of many more which have now 
escaped his remembrance, his language is, 
with the pious David, " Who can un- 
" derstand his errors ?" — ^* Cleanse thou 
" me from secret faults." — ^^ Search me, 
" O God, and know my heart ; try me, 
«* and know my thoughts, and see if there 
*^ be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
" in the way everlasting," 

Thus, reviewing every period of ,his 
life, he finds that in no one instance he 
has answered the demands of the divine 
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law ; and carrying his views back to the 
original source of this universal depravity^ 
he observes that in Adam all have sinned, 
and that he stands condemned before his 
Maker for his original sin as well as for 
his actual transgressions. — Such know- 
ledge of sin and of the character will na- 
turally he followed by another ingredient 
in evangelical confession, viz. 

Second^ Deep contrition and sorrow for 
sin, arising from a due sense of its malig- 
nity and danger. 

The man who makes confession of sin, 
while he rolls it as a sweet morsel under 
his tongue, is strangely ignorant of its 
nature and use, and can expect no bene- 
ficial effects from such a performance of 
the duty. His heart can never be deep- 
ly affected by any outward confession, 
so long as he indulges a secret love to 
those sins which he professes to re- 
nounce. It must be something else than 
hatred of sin, or grief for offending God, 
that is his motive. Perhaps the galling 
reproofs of a guilty conscience, or the in- 
jury which his reputation and worldly 
interests may have suffered from his un- 
worthy conduct, extort the unwilling ac- 
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knowledgment ; whereas the real penitent 
chiefly considers his ^sins as immediately 
committed against a good and holy God. 
His language is, " Against thee, thee on- 
" ly have I sinned." His heart is fill- 
ed with the most poignant remorse. He 
discovers, as Solomon expressed it, " the 
" plagues of his own heart," and feels 
that it is an evil and a bitter thing to de- 
part from the living God. He beholds 
sin as a loathsome disease, and longs for 
a remedy. He sees its daring opposition 
to the holy nature and holy laws of God ; 
he perceives its dreadful effects in the 
soul, and beholds the innumerable evils 
to which it exposes him in this life, and 
the endless inexpressible misery which it 
will bring upon him in the life which is 
to come. 

Yet, dismal as this situation is, the 
awakened sinner has nothing to plead in 
excuse for his conduct : he can find no- 
thing in which to trust. The refuge of 
lies, to which he formerly resorted, is now 
swept away. He feels that the reed on 
which he leaned is broken, and, instead 
of supporting him, pierces the vital parts. 
Those actions which he foolishly ima- 
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djj but they are also universaL He knows 
no exceptions, and he wishes for none. 
On the contrary, as every man has some 
particular sin or vice, to which, either by 
natural constitution, education, or his cir- 
cumstances and situation in life, he is 
most inclined, — ^^ a sin which doth most 
" easily beset him ;'' — so this will be guard- 
ed against with peculiar carew He feels 
that this is a weight, which, if he wishes 
to make progress in the Christian life, 
must be laid aside. Though dear as a 
right eye, though profitable as a right 
hand, he isVilling that it should be sacri- 
ficed. He knows that to continue in the 
violation of any one of God's command- 
ments, or in the wilful omission of one 
known duty, is in God*s sight to be guil- 
ty of all. God requires the heart, and 
there he admits no rival. The man who 
prefers wealth, or honour, or friends, or 
pleasure, unto God, is unworthy of him j 
much less he who gives the preference to 
any vile and criminal passion. This is a 
sure mark that such a one is an entire 
stranger to the true spirit of confession, 
and that his heart is not right with his 
Maker. Those who have experienced the 
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bitter taste of conscious guilt, who have 
felt that godly sorrow for sin which 
good menYeel on account of their trans- 
gressions, will be steadily determined a- 
gainst treading in the paths which they 
£nd do lead to present anguish, aiid which 
they know will terminate in' future and 
everlasting misery. Without this, how 
could they with confidence^ approach a 
throne of grace, and pray for forgive- 
ness ? Surely it is meet, with the patient 
Job, to say unto God, *M will not offend 
*' any more. That which I know not, 
*^ teach thou me j and if I have done ini«^ 
^' quity, I will do so no more.'' 

But if your resolutions are sincere, my 
friends, and if you would wish to have 
them reduced to practice, it is necessary 
that you guard against every thing which 
might betray you into sin. This is ne^ 
cessarily implied in all determinations of 
forsaking a vicious course. When you 
pray that God would preserve you from 
sin, it surely becomes you to use* your ut-^ 
most endeavours to avoid the temptation. 
You ought to beware of the first appear* 
ance of evil, and cautiously avoid ventu- 
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ring to the utmost bounds of innoc^ce, 
lest you trespass oa fm'bidden grounds 

In all these fesolutionsi tfaefaan who is 
brought to a just sense of his own wick- 
edness and depravity places no depen- 
dance on his own strength and goodness, 
but, through the promised aids of divine 
grace, he safely entertains the WelUground* 
ed hope of success^^-^This leads us to the 
last particular, which I shall mention, as 
included in this duty of making confes- 
sion unto God, that it embraces^ 

Fourth^ Faith in the mercy of God, and 
hope of forgiveness through Jesus Christ, 
with a stedfast reliance on the efficacy of 
his grace. 

In this lies the great difference between 
the confession of the true penitent and 
that of the hypocrite or formalist ; and 
by this mark they are clearly to be dis- 
tinguished. Destitute of this divine prin- 
ciple, the unbelieving sinner despairs both 
of receiving the pardon of his sins, and of 
obtaining grace to subdue his corruptions. 
Forgiveness appears to him beyond the 
power of God to bestow. His desire is, 
that ^^ there were no God, that there were 
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^ no kaowkdge in the Most High." As 
long indeed as the sinner continues to 
glide smootUy along the stream of pro* 
sperity, and nothing arises to alarm his 
fears, there is none of the perfections of' 
Deity which he extols so highly as his 
mercy )*-^none that he treats with less ce- 
remony than his holiness and justicGi But 
no sooner does the tempest arise, and the 
calm is ruffled by the billows of adver- 
sity, and death armed with all his terrors 
stares him in the face, than his views of 
the Supreme Being are totally reversed. 
He now beholds him clothed with terror 
and vengeance ; he sees him to be all jus- 
tice, and can discover no trances of m^rcy 
in his nature. Formerly proud and pre- 
sumptuous, he is now filled with diffi- 
dence and lear. 

Cain was a man of this description. 
After imbruing his hands in the blood of 
the righteous Abel, he seems to call in 
question the omniscience of God j but 
no sooner does the Lord send conviction 
into his mind^ than he confesses his crime. 
His sin in all its deformity laid open to 
his view, and secured from every retreat, 
he stands self condemned before his 
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Judge. But did he betake himself to th6 
mercy of God^ and ask forgiveness ? No $ 
he condemned himself, and fell into de-* 
spair. Instead of crying, " God be merci-^ 
•^ ful to me a sinner f ' he exclaims, in an 
agony of remorse, ^^ my punishment is 
•^ greater than I can bear ;" or, as difierent-^ 
ly translated, " my iniquity is greater than 
•^ that it can be forgiven/' 

Strong convictions of guilt, without at 
the same time clear discoveries of Christy 
v«rill always produce the same effect. God, 
if not viewed as allied to man in Christ, 
is the most terrible of all objects : he is a 
consuming Hre to all the workers of ini- 
quity. This was remarkably exemplified 
in the case of Judas who betrayed his 
Lord. The conviction of his atrocious 
guilt forced confession, accompanied with 
bitter remorse. He saw his sin in all 
its hideousness, but he saw no relief. 
The terrors of the law on his unbelieving 
heart wrought despain 

How different were the effects produ- 
ced by Peter's confession ? Peter confessed, 
and was led by faith to seek relief from 
that very Saviour whom he had denied ; 
and in his peace-speaking blood he found 
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relief* Judas also confessed his crime ; 
but instead of having recourse to the 
blood which he had betrayed, his unbe- 
lief prevented him from applying to this 
sovereign remedy, and he went and hang- 
ed himself. . 

In general, the discovery of sin to the 
unbeliever arms the Almighty with ter- 
rors^ and he is dravvn away from him in 
his wickedness. On the other hand, the 
discovery of sin to the real - Christian 
makes him cling more closely to God, 
and to say with Job, " Though he slay me, 
^* yet will I trust in him." Unbelief re- 
presents God as an austere and inflexible 
Judge ; faith, as a Being full of compas- 
sion, with whom " there is forgiveness 
^' that he may be feared, and plenteous 
^^ redemption that he may be sought 
" after,"— This brings us to the second 
head. 

II. To illustrate the urgent duty of 
making confession. Time will not per- 
mit me to point out the various accepta- 
. tions in which the term " mercy" is to be 
found in the Bible. At present I choose 
to understand it as another word for 
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grace and $^vjsaiQO« My bredbreiif tk^ 
j^spel fiods you (w]»«tber you w'M Qwa it) 
-^wh^her you kedw it or not) ia ii^»te 
of spiritual boudagft,-Hth« wretdMd riaves 
xaf sin and Satan, — ^prisooer^ to tkm juMoe 
of God, shut up unto condemoalMa for 
the mafiy sins which you bavd €9mmit- 
tedy and resenred for th^ judgment of the 
greax day. Euc though the gospel finds 
you in this state, it i$ not willuag to leave 
you in it. It proffers to you deliyeraace. 
Ix ofiers to break every yoke and ewry 
chain, and to grant to you a faU release 
from all the pains and penalties of sku It 
proclaims tjo you, m the name of the Al*- 
mighty, the great Lord of heavea and 
earth, " redemption through the blood of 
<^ Jesus, even the remission of sins." 

Great, however, as this deliverance isj 
it is but a part of that salvation which is 
promised in my text. To a God of grace 
and goodness, whose mercy endureth for 
ever, it is but a small thing to deliver 
you from the bondage of sin and death, 
and to redeem you from bell. If you be- 
come partakers in his salvation, k will 
also exdt you to heaven. It will not 
only save you from n^isery, but It will 
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make you the wm and daughters of the 
Lord Almigtt|jr»'^-give you a name and 
place «iioi^ his children,— clothe you 
With th^i robes ^f bis righteousness,— re- 
new your fHmls to his image and like- 
ness,— a»d make you meet for partaking 
oitb^ inheritance of his saints io light. 

What more need be added to engage 
your compliance with the duty here en- 
joined ? 

An interrat in the precious prnmisei 
which I have thus ende^ivoured faindy 
to unfold, can be obtained only in the 
way of genuine confession. And those 
who see the importance and necessity of 
this duty, and make conscience of per- 
formiog it, hare reason to rejoice and be 
exceeding glad^ for ^ he diat is mighty 
^ hath done to yoni great things." To them 
I would say, ^^ Rejoice in die Lord al- 
<^ ways ; again I say rejoice. Sing a new 
*^ song to the Lord, for he hath done 
^< wondrous things $ his right hand and 
^^ his holy arm hath gotten him the vio«- 
^ tory." 

Bot to dxose of my hearers who are 
strangers to this duty, ^wfao ha^e hitherto 
lived in the habitual neglect of it, what 
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8kall I say ? I dare not flatter such with 
a false and groundless hope of a partici- 
pation in the mercy promised in my text» 
I dare not say, Ye shall have peace, though 
-you walk after the imagination of your 
own hearts. Rather would I endeavour, 
if possible, to alarm you widi a sense of 
your danger. You must not only be 
strangers to those substantial joys which 
result from fellowship with your Father 
in heaven, and from a sense of his fa- 
vour and love, but you may even be as- 
sured, (however dreadful the thought,) 
that " the wrath of God abideth on you." 
irhis awful reflection must render your 
present life a gloomy and comfortless 
state; and the guilt of your unrepented 
sins, if mercy and grace prevent not, must 
make you completely miserable for ever, 
and must sink you finally into the lake 
of fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels. 

Turn then to the Lord while yet there 
is hope : your day of grace is not yet con- 
cluded ; the calls of the gospel still sound. 
God is yet seated on a throne of mercy. 
Jesus, your Saviour, stands ready to re- 
ceive you. Seek the Lord now when he 
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is to be found, and call on him when he 
is near, and he will be merciful. Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh- 
teous man his thoughts, and turn unto 
the Lord, who will have mercy, and to 
our God, who will abundantly pardon.— 
Amen. 
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ROMANS V. 8. 



God commendeih his love to'wards tis, in tfuit, 
whik we were yet sinners^ Christ diedjbr us. 

JL HE contemplation of the divine good- 
ness, is an exercise pleasing and delight^ 
ful to the human mind. It has employ- 
ed the thoughts of the devout in every 
age and country ; and disposed the soul 
for the love and admiration of God 
There is no subject, accordingly, so much 
insisted upon by the inspired writers, — 
no perfection of the divine nature so fre- 
quently celebrated in Scripture, as the 
goodness of the Lord. It is a truth writ- 
ten as it were with a sun-beam on all 
his works and ways. But the most strik- 



ing mmif&s*6ld^m of cfye divitie good«« 
neat Af^[»eM ife tb* wc»k of our redesn^ 
tioii by Jefiua Christ. Here it is &i^ 
^yed in itfi tuoM w^nnmg afid attractft^ 
chftt^ftis. Thk vtsL^ the bufdeti of the Ati^ 
gelV soDg at the birth of the Redeeinef : 
•• Grlory to God in the higheaft j on 
•* earth peace and good will towatdi 
^ ttien.'* Before this time, attgeld had 
celebrated the glories of creation ; for 
when the foundationsi of the earth were 
hlid, ^ the morning stars 5ang together, 
" and the sons of God shouted for joy.** 
Bat the work of redemption, exhibrting 
a still brighter display of the divine 
goodness, is celebrated in more raptu- 
rous iJtrains. ^ God commendeth his love 
" towards us, that while we were yet sin- 
^^ nerd, Christ died for us." There is 
more goodness expressed in this one 
verse than in the whole volume of crea- 
tion. There is implied a degree of love 
which all the angels in heaven canndt 
analyze, and the fall meaning of which 
eternity itself will not be suflRcient to 
disclose. The Scriptures, in speaking of 
the love of God in redemption, never 
attempt to explain or describe its dimeft* 
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sions. They always represent it as a 
love, the breadth, and depth, and length, 
and height of which passeth knowledge. 
Let not this, however, discourage us in 
attempting to illustrate a subject, which, 
though it cannot be sufficiently under* 
stood or exhausted, is in itself so plea*- 
sant and profitable, which even ^^ the 
" angels desire to look into," and which, 
we trust, will form to ourselves a noble 
source of adoration and praise, when 
time with regard to us shall be no 
more. 

The love of God in redemption will 
appear, if we attend, 

I. To the character of those who are 
its objects, 

" Greater love hath no man than this, 
^' that a man lay down his life for his 
" friends." But God commendeth his 
love towards us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, in a state of enmity and 
guilt, Christ died for us. There was no- 
thing in any of the sons or daughters of 
Adam to excite the ever-blessed God to 
such unparalleled condescension as to 
vbit them with his grace, or to plan and 
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provide a way by which they might be 
delivered from the misery which they 
had brought upon themselves, and be 
raised to everlasting happiness. He Was 
under no obligation to pity their misery, 
or to repair the ruins of their, apostacy. 
On the contrary, every thing in their si- 
tuation had a tendency to provoke his 
righteous displeasure. Instead of having 
any good qualities to recommend them 
to his favour^ or entitle them to the 
smallest share in his regard, they were 
hateful to him in character^ enemies to 
God by wicked works, in actual rebellion 
against their Sovereign Lawgiver, and 
liable to the awful threatening denoun-- 
ced against man as the wuges of trans- 
gression, possessing neither inclination 
nor ability to extricate themselves, far 
less able to pay any thing which could 
ever make him any suitable return for 
the love wherewith he loved them. Alas, 
my friends, " our goodness reacheth not 
" unto God." Infinitely blessed and glo- 
rious in himself, he stood in need of no- 
thing in this world that might add to his 
essential happiness and glory. Had the 
world and all its inhabitants perished for 
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ever^ hid bicseedness would not have been 
dimininbe^ or impwred^ Instead c^ pr«M 
jecting a way of saving this guilty^ tlm 
t ebellious^ this apOfStMe world, he might 
with one almighty word have created a 
thottsaad worlds superior to it in every 
respect, surpassing it m beairty and ex^ 
ceUence, and free from every taint and 
possibility of evil. But ^* when the Lord 
^ looked down from heaven^ the habitap* 
« lion of his holiness, upon the dbildren 
" of men, to see if there were any that did 
^^ understand and seek after God, they 
^ were all gone aside j they were alto- 
*• gether become filthy ; there was none 
^* that did good, no, not one/' Herein 
indeed is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son in- 
to our world to seek and to save that 
which was lost, and to open a door of re- 
conciliation for rebels against his laws 
and government. 

It was no foreseen goodness in the crea- 
ture, no excellency in man, above any 
other order of created beings, that exci- 
ted the divine compassion, but the pure 
unmerited love and goodness of the God- 
head exerted in our behalf. Nay, it was 
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an act t>f distinguishing love in God, to 
shew compassion to our sinful and rebel- 
lious race. He passed by the angels that 
sinnedt while he pitched his love upon the 
guilty sons of men. How much nobler 
creatures in our apprehension were fallen 
angels than fallen men; — ^how much more 
capable, had they been recovered, of glori* 
fying Grod in the use of their more exalt- 
ed powers ! — Yet there appears no such 
concern for the salvation of these once 
glorious spirits. No powerful hand is 
stretched out to lay hold of their sinking 
nature, and to prevent them from falling 
into the pit of endless perdition* On 
the contrary, we are told, that " God 
^^ spared not the angiels that sinned, but 
" cast them down to hell, reserving 
^^ them, in everlasting chains under dark- 
" ness to the judgment of the great day.'* 
But while they are left in the hands of 
inexorable justice, we, who are beneath 
them in dignity of nature, and equally 
lijable to the divine displeasure, are re- 
garded with an eye of tender compassion. 
Towards oujr guilty fallen race the offend- 
ed Majesty of heaven entertains thoughts 
of peace, is daily saying, " Be ye recoiir 

X 
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<<ciled to me," and holds out the scep- 
tre of offered reconciliation. He beheld 
us lying in our sins^-^— depravedyiniseiw 
able, hopeless, helpldsa ; and his ti^ie was 
a time of love. The Most High over all 
the earth laid bare his almighty arm^ and 
spared not his only-^begotten Son^but der 
livered him up to death for us all, rather 
than that we ishould bear our iniquities, 
and perish under a righteous condemnor 
tion. 

This leads me to mention, that the love 
of God in redemption will appear raor^ 
evident, if we attend, second, /!^o, the 
means employed for its accomplishment. 

Many were the obstructions that seem- 
ed to be in the way of the sinner's reco- 
very to God and happiness,— obstruc- 
tions so great, that Infinite Wisdom alone 
could have devised the means for remo- 
ving them consistently with the honour 
of the divine perfections. God's law had 
been broken : and how could the honour 
of that law be maintained, if the trans- 
gressors of it might pass with impunity ? 
God's holiness had been despised, — ^his 
goodness abused,-^his justice violated ; 



IN REDEMPTION. 923 

and how was mercy to be extended to 
such offenders, and at the same time 
these venerable, these essential attributes 
of the Godhead made to appear glorious 
in the sight of his creatures ! These were 
difficulties which no created wisdom 
could have resolved ; and the love of God 
in our redemption appears so much the 
greater, as these difficulties rendered 
means necessary for fulfilling his gracious 
purpose, which must astonish and con. 
found every attentive observer. " God so 
" loved the world, that he gave his only- 
^< begotten and beloved Son," to suffer 
and die for men j — art expression of love, 
the greatest that can be conceived, whe- 
ther we consider the dignity of the per- 
son given, or the greatness of the suffer- 
ings to which he was exposed. 

The person given was none other than 
the Son of God, his only-begotten and 
well-beloved Son, his Son in such a sense 
as can be applied to no creature : For he 
was one with, or equal unto the Father, 
possessed of the same glorious and in- 
communicable perfections, and entitled 
to the same divine worship. This is a 
gift surpassing in excellence the most 



324 ON THE LOV£ OF GOD 

exalted conceptions of men or of an- 
gels, in comparison of which the whole 
creation is as nothing ; since <^all lliings 
*^ were made by him, and without liim 
^^ was not any thing made that is made/' 
For what was this gift, but one as 
rich as eternal blessedness could make 
him,— one who possessed the fulness 
of earth, and the more immense trea- 
sures of heaven ? This was a gift more 
valuable than thousands of worlds, of an- 
gels, or even of the highest orders of in- 
telligent beings; because his p^son is 
' incomparably greater than all conceivable 
creation, he being the Maker and Lord of 
all. And therefore, when God intended 
in redemption to give us the highest ex- 
pression of his love, he bestows the 
choicest gift that even divine goodness 
itself could impart. As when he would 
insure our security and comfort, he swears 
by himself, because he could swear by 
no greater } so, when he would insure 
our eternal salvation, he gives us his Son, 
because he could not give a greater, he 
being God, equal with himself,— Lord 
of Lords, and King of Kings, — ^the First 
and the Last, — ^the Beginning and the 
Ending, — which is, and which was, and 
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which is to come, — ^the Almighty, who 
is over all, God blessed for ever. How 
inconceivable^ then, the love of God in 
bestowing on us a gift of such transcend- 
ant excellence ! 

But even this is not all. The great* 
ness of the gift is enhanced by the pe- 
culiar circumstances which attended the 
manner of bestowing it. Had the Son 
of God appeared in our world in the 
pomp and dignity of a king ; — had he 
been honoured, caressed, and admired, 
by those who approached him; — had 
every one vied with each other who 
should have paid him the highest reve- 
rence,* — even in this the condescension 
would have been infinitely inconceivable. 
But the love of Jehovah appears still 
more wonderful in the circumstances of 
abasement to which the glorious Re- 
deemer voluntarily submitted, and in the 
number and severity of the sufferings 
which he so cheerfully endured : For 
^^ though he was rich, yet for our sakes 
^^ he became poor, that we thro' his po- 
" verty might be made rich." If we 
judge of the degree of affection which 
any one bears to us by the measure of 
trouble, expense, or personal inconve- 
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nience to which he is ready to submit for 
our benefit ; behold, O believer, in the 
humiliation, sufferings, and death of 
Christ, the most wondrous love that was 
ever shewn since the day that God crea« 
ted man upon the earth ! 

That God's gracious purpose of re^ 
deeming sinners might be accomplished, 
it was necessary that the Son of the High, 
est should not only become man^ but a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. It was necessary that the Lord of 
life and glory should die upon a cross,-~ 
unspotted righteousness be made sin,*'^ 
and unblemished blessedness become a 
curse. When God created the world, 
he had only to speak the word, and it 
was done ; but its redemption could not 
be accomplished without the blood of 
Emanuel, God in human flesh. 

View this glorious person, whom an- 
gels adore, an humble babe in Beth- 
lehem. Trace him through a life of pain 
and poverty, of labour and sorrow, of re- 
proach and persecution. Regard him 
especially at the close of life. See him 
in the garden of Gethsemane, lying pros- 
trate on the ground in an agony, — his soul 
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exceeding sorrowful, even unto death* 
Behold him betrayed by one of his own 
disciples, denied by another, forsaken by 
all, apprehended by a furious multitude, 
bound, dragged to an unrighteous tribu- 
nal, and treated with the utmost cruelty, 
mockery^ and insult. Ascend with him 
to Calvary. See him crowned with 
thorns, his hands and feet nailed to the 
cross, his side pierced with a spear, while 
his spotless soul suffers anguish inex*- 
pi*essible, under a siense of the wrath that 
was due to the sins of a guilty world. 
See him at last bowing his head and gi- 
ving up the ghost Join all these cir- 
cumstances together, and judge what 
must be the greatness of that love which 
dwelt in God, when, for accomplishing 
the purposes of his love, such astonish- 
ing means were employed ! 

Indeed, such strange manner of love 
is this, that to some pretended sons of 
wisdom, who must needs measure the 
divine proceedings by the standard of 
their own imperfect reaserf, it appears to 
exceed belief. *^ Christ crucified was to 
" the Jews a stumbling block, and to 
" the Greeks foolishness." And still, in 
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every age^ some have been found too 
wise in their own conceit to submit to 
the plain declarations of Scriptures : and 
too good in their own esteem to depend 
for the whole of their salvation upon the 
work finished on Calvary. But the cross 
of Christ is the Christian's glory. The 
doctrineof an atonement for sin, by God 
manifest in the flesh, is the grand cor- 
ner-stone of Christianity. Remove this, 
and you remove the only foundation of 
the sinner's hope. While others, there- 
fore, treat with indifference, or even dare 
to pour pontempt, on this great mystery 
of godliness, ought every disciple of Je- 
sus to regard it with the highest reve- 
rence and delight, as his choicest trea- 
sure, as the source of all his happiness ; 
convinced, that in the whole of this 
marvellous transaction, the God with 
whom he has to do appears in the 
amiable light of a reconciled God and 
gracious Father; his anger is turned 
away, and his love towards him exhibited 
in its fullest glory.— -But, 

Third, The love of God in redemp- 
tion appears in the manner of its appli- 
cation to the souls of men. 
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And here we may, first of all,:observe 
the various outward means which Grod 
has appointed to bring men to the know- 
ledge and experience of salvation. How 
many alluring promises and pressing in- 
vitations are to be fi>und in his word, so 
passionately expressed, that were not the 
hearts of sinners ^^ hard as the nether 
^^ millstone," it would be impossible to 
hear or to read them without emotion. 
With what tenderness does the great 
God invite sinners to come to him that 
they may live ; assuring them, in the most 
solemn manner, that he has no pleasure 
in their death, but rather that the wicked 
should turn from their evil ways and 
live } saying, " Turn ye, turn ye, why 
" will ye die, O house of Israel ?" In 
like heart-melting strains does the com- 
passionate Redeemer address every one 
without exception : ^^ Behold I stand at 
^^ the door and knock ; if any man wiU 
^< hear my voice, and open the door, I 
^< will come in to him, and sup with him, 
^< and he with me/* In the same afiec- 
tionate manner do the Apostles deliver 
the message of salvation to their fellow 



330 OF THE LOVE OF GOD 

sinners: " Now then," say they, "we 
" are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
" God did beseech you by us ; we pray 
" you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconcilfed 
" to Grod.-' In short, every part of the 
Bible evidently shews how dear and pre- 
cious the redemption of man appears in 
the sight of Him, whose name and whose 
nature is love. 

But such is the depravity of human 
nature, that outward means, though every 
way fitted to promote the end for which 
they are designed, are insufiident of 
themselves for effecting this purpose, 
without the concurring and powerful in- 
fluence of divine grace. And, therefore, 
for the completion of this work of love, 
God is pleased to send his Holy Spirit 
into the souls of men, to open their un- 
derstandings to understand the Scrip- 
tures, — to convince them of sin, of right- 
eousness and judgment, — and " to turn 
<^ them from darkness to light, and from 
" the power of Satan unto God.** This 
Divine Person, whose peculiar office it is 
to apply the purchased redemption, in his 
gracious operations on the souls of men 
does no violence to our natural powers. 
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but draws with the eords pf love, and 
makes us a willing people in the day of 
his power. 

And here, as in the means eOdployed 
for the accomplishment of redemption, 
the love of God is remarkably displayed. 
For among those upon whom God is 
pleased to bestow his grace, not a few 
are to be found, who to our apprehen- 
sion appear the most unlikely objects of 
mercy. While living at the greatest vi- 
sible distance from their Maker, and led 
captive by the devil at his will, they have 
been found of God when they sought 
not for him. Plucked as brands out of 
the burning, and snatched by an all-- 
powerful and gracious hand, when just 
about to fall into the pit of destruction, 
they have become trophies of redeeming 
grace, and, with hearts overflowing with 
gratitude and affection, have lived to ce* 
lebrate the greatness of that love which 
pitied them in their lost estate, and ac* 
complished their salvation. 

Among this happy number, behold a 
Manassah, who filled Jerusalem with in- 
nocent blood, — an old habituated sinner, 
who seemed to human view placed be* 
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yond recovery. Yet, even on this man, 
almighty grace produced the most won^ 
derful change : For we read, that " he 
" humbled himself greatly before the 
<< God of his fathers, and prayed unto 
<^ him, and the Lord heard his supplica- 
« tion.'* — See likewise Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom Christ cast seven devils,— 
a woman openly and notoriously aban- 
doned. Yet feeling the power of the 
Saviour^s grace, she falls down at his feet 
bathed in tears, and, in token of her gra^ 
titude and affection, she reverently kisses 
his feet and wipes them with the hair of 
her head. But, behold, among the fore- 
most of this glorious train, a man of dis- 
tinguished eminence in the Church of 
Christ, who was not a whit behind the 
very chiefest apostles, — ^the holy, the 
humble, the zealous Faul,-^once the 
bloody persecuting Saul, breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord, and who verily 
thought with himself that he ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Hear how he mag- 
nifies the love and grace of Grod display- 
ed in his conversion. " Howbeit," he 
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says^ ^^ for this cause^ I obtained mercy, 
'< that in me first Jesus Chri«t might 
^^ shew fordi all long suffering, for a pat- 
<< tern to them who should hereafter be* 
" lieve on him to life everlasting/' 

But why should I multiply examples 
of this kind ? Let me only appeal to the 
experience of those in this assembly, who 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
Howenrer various the circumstances of 
your cdnversion to God may have be^, 
— the' some of you may have been per- 
mitted to go greater lengths in wickedr 
ness. than others, yet when you look 
back to the happy time, when you hum- 
bly hope your souls werie first united to 
Jesus,'you must feel yourselves constrain- 
ed to adore and magnify that love which 
produced the blessed change. You can 
with wonder and gratitude recollect, and 
mark some surprising turns in Frovi*- 
dence, by which you were unexpectedly 
brought into the way of receiving saving 
and lasting benefit to your souls. Some 
of you can remeiDbeir how long you re^ 
sisted the gracious calls and invitations 
of the gospel ; hQW secure and careless 
you remained for a. while; how^, after 
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your mst swdkenings you still refused 
the true grace of God revealed in the 
gospel^ imomuch, that had it not been for 
a sBcretvunperceived influence upon your 
minds, inclining and^ enabling you to 
embrace the glorious and all-sufficient 
Redeemer, you must have perished with 
your ey^s open to the, misery and dan- 
ger of 5your situation.— You have & feel- 
ing imptession, likewise, of the wonderful 
goodness, which, from the time you first 
knew tfie -grace of 'God in truth, has fol- 
lowed you even to the present moment j 
— howi amid various outward and inward 
changes; the Lord h^s pitied your weak- 
nesses, borne with your infirmities, heal- 
ed your backslidings, corrected your wan- 
derings, soothed your sorrows, held up 
your goings, and compassed you about 
with songs of deliverance. 

This brings me to observ^e, in the last 
place. 

Fourth^ That the. blessed effects that 
flow from redemption, both in time and 
through eternity, still further evince the 
greatness of divine love. 

To speak of these particularly would 
consume too much of your time on the 
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present occasion. SufGce it in general 
to observe^ that whatever blessings we en- 
joy, whether pertaining to life or to god- 
liness, are ultimately derived from this 
source. To this we owe our deliverance 
from condemnation, and our restoration 
to happiness ; it is this that frees us from 
the fetters of ignorance, and from the 
shameful bondage of .corruption,— that 
gives us boldne^ in our approaches to 
God, and liberty in pouring out our 
hearts beforehim. " 'Tis this that sweet- 
^^ ens all our enjoyments, and supports 
^^ us under all the trials and afflictions of 
" life,"-Tthat relieves under pain, comforts 
under loss of friends, and sanctifies the 
various crosses and disappointments in- 
cident to our present condition j-^-^nd, 
finally, it is this alche that disarms death 
of its terrors, and renders the prospect 
of dissolution easy and delightful. 

But, my brethren, it is eternity, and 
eternity alone, that can fully disclose the 
wonders of redeeming love. When dis« 
lodged from these tabernacles of clay, 
which at present confine our nobler spi- 
rits }— rwhen freed from the remainders of 
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ignorance, sin, and corruption, ^^ under 
^^ which we labour and gro^i, being bur- 
<< dened," we shall be better able to judge 
of the perfection and extent of divine 
love. — ^Love, Christians, is the exerdse 
and the happiness of heaven. There 
love will be perfected ; and perfect love 
casteth out fear. New and surprising 
discoveries of the. love of God will be 
made to the saints through the countless 
ages of eternity. New emanations of 
bliss will continually flow from this 
boundjess source, to render happy, and 
to augment the enjoyment o£ those 
who are the objects of redeeming love. 
And still this love will remain undimi- 
nished, — still this love will continue an 
unfathomable and inexhaustible ocean, 
after millions of millions of happy crea- 
tures have through as many ages been 
drinking of its life-giving streams. The 
innumerable company of the ransomed 
of the Lord, gathered out of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
shall at last be made perfect in one, in 
one body, under one head ; and experien- 
cing the full effects of redeeming mercy, 
shall all, without one jarring note, unite 
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in celebrating the wonders of redeeming 
love, in singing eternal £[Dn'gs of (^taitite to 
Him who sitteth Upon the throne^ and 
to the Lamb that was slain. 

From what has been said, learn to en- 
tertain just and honourable thoughts of 
God. Receive your notions of his cha- 
racter and perfections, not from the err- 
ing and uncertain opinions of men,— not 
irom your own presumptqous hopes or 
desponding fears, but from hisf infallible 
declarations. Above all, contemplate 
the character of God as revealed in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, in which he ap- 
pears clothed with all the authority and 
majesty of a righteous Judge, and at the 
same time wearing the mild and grace- 
ful aspect of a loving and gracious Fa- 
ther. Beware, however, of despising the 
riches of his goodness, or of abusing his 
grace by turning it into lasciviousness^ 
and thence of taking encouragement to 
go on in a course of wilM sin and diso- 
bedience. Do you dare foolishly to ima- 
gine that God will not punish sinners^ 
and that he has uttered threatenings 
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which he never purposes to execute ? O 
trust not to such a deceitful, such a pre- 
sumptuous thought* Remember that God 
is just and holy as well as merciful ; and 
that if " because sentence against their 
',^ evil works be not executed speedily, 
'^ therefore the heart of the sons of men 
^^ is the more fully set in them to do 
evil ;" if they are not led by the Lord's 
goodness to repentance, the certain con- 
sequence will be, that judgment will at 
length overtake them, and at a time 
when they are not aware. 

Was it not thus with the people be- 
fore the flood ? God granted them a re- 
prieve for the space of one hundred and 
twenty years ; but when at the end of 
that period they still continued impeni- 
tent, the flood came and destroyed them 
all. Was it not thus with Israel in the 
wilderness? The Lord bore with them 
for a season, but at length, in the day of 
provocation, he sware in his wrath that 
they should never enter into his rest. 
See that ye refuse not the offers of a God 
of love ; " for if the word spoken by 
^* angels was stedfast, and every trans-* 
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^^ gression and disobedience received a 
^^ just recompence of reward j how shall 
" we escape, if we pe^lect so ^eat salva-r 
^^ tion ?" — Amen. 



SERMON XIII. 



ON HOLINES& 



HEBREWS Xiii 14. 

Folhrv hoUnesSj without which, no man shall 
see the Lord. 

Jl HE term holiness bears different signi- 
fications in Scripture. Sometimes it im- 
plies no more than absence, or want of 
sin and impurity, or, speaking generally, 
a separation from all moral imperfection. 
In this sense, our blessed Lord is de- 
scribed, as being " holy, harmless, and 
" undefiled." It is at other times fre- 
quently put in opposition to gross sin 
and wickedness, as in the following pas- 
sage : " Let us cleanse ourselves from all 
" filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per- 
^^ fecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." 
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TMsi nbtion of holine^ reqtiires, that We 
not! only* wftaia frcAn indulging in kH 
grbssr ^cd of criminal sensuaiHty^but that 
we b^ish every impure thought and un- 
holy desiife from the breast, — ^that we not 
merely abstain from all actual viofadon 
of God's holy commands, but culti- 
vate the utmost purity of heart and prin- 
ciple. In the verse read to you as the 
subject of our present reflections, this is 
clearly implied* . 

Religion does not consist in a bare free« 
dom from sin, but in the powerful'and 
steady exercise of every pious and vir- 
tuous disposition. There is, therefore, 
something positive included under the 
meaning of the term holiness, as used in 
our text; for when in Scripture one sin 
is forbiddied, we find that the opposite 
duty is generally enjoined. Religion ad- 
mits of no medium in our moral and spi- 
ritual condition ; we must either be posi- 
tively good or positively evil. In all 
those whose natures are sanctified and 
renewed by the Spirit of God, holiness of 
heart! will ever be followed by holiness or 
purity of action, arid will appear in the 
whole of their life and conversation. This 
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positive holiaess consists in acts of picfty 
toward God, and of charity toward man ; 
and^ in general, in an imitation of all the 
perfections of the divine nature, as pour- 
trayed in the character and life of our 
blessed Lord. Under it, therefore, are 
comprehended all the duties of the Chris- 
tian life, as clearly and familiarly exem- 
plified by the $ame exalted personage. In 
a word^ holiness may be said to consist 
in a conformity to the nature and will of 
God ; from whom, through the agency of 
his Spirit, are derived all those various 
degrees of it, which are enjoyed and exer- 
cised by Christians in this life, and are 
necessary to prepare th^m for seeing the 
Lord^ 

The necessity of holiness in the heart 
and life, we shall, under the divine bless- 
ing, endeavour to shew, from the two 
following considerations : 

I. That it is the express command and 
will of God^ revealed in the Scriptures, 
and his great design in all the laws and 
institutions of religion. And, 

II. That it is necessary to our happi- 
ness in every stage of our existence. 
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In the^rst place, The necessity of holi- 
ness may be urged from its being the 
express command and will of God, re- 
vealed in the Scriptures, and his great 
design in all the laws and institutions of 
religion. 

It cannot be denied that God, as he is 
the Creator and Governor of the world, 
has a right to impose on his rational off- 
spring whatever laws his infinite wisdom 
deems proper. If this be allowed, it must 
follow of consequence, that they are in 
the strongest manner bound to implicit 
obedience. This will be the more readi- 
ly granted, when we consider that God 
might have imposed, if he had pleased, 
hard laws, and required difficult tasks at 
our hands ; but instead of his laws being 
a heavy burden, or an oppressive yoke 
to his people, they are in truth the great- 
est blessing, and demand every acknow- 
ledgment that gratitude can express. In- 
stead of requiring severe duties on our 
part, in return for the innumerable bless-' 
ings he is daily bestowing, our heavenly 
Father brings us under fresh obligations 
to him, in subjecting us to the obser- 
vance of such wise and salutary laws,— 
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uw^ eqiuily pro4vicit\Te q£ h9XfXiOJXJ a^id 
good order in society^ as of iaws^d peaci^ 
and tranquillity to individijiak. When, 
H^v^fotef we are bound ii^ reason tjo the; 
^iformance of the modt pai^ul aiiul la- 
borious tasks, had our Creator thiqHaght 
fit to have assign^ such to uS), how rea* 
4y and chearful ought our obedience to 
be^ wheti he says only, '^ Do this, and 
" Eve ?" As the serv^^n^ said to Naaman 
the Syrian, ^^ Had t^ f^ophet bid tihee do 
^^ some great thing, wouldst th^u not 
" have done it ? How much more then, 
^ when he hath said, only. Wash and be 
>^ clean?" 

Accordingly, we find, that the necessi- 
ty of our obedience to the laws and will 
of God, is set forth in the strongest light 
iid many passages of Scripture. " Not 
^^ every one,*^ says our Saviour, " that saith 
*^ Lord^ Lord, shall enter into the king- 
** dbm of heaven, but he that doth the 
" will of my Father which is in heaven." 
iHlis words to the young man, who in- 
quired of him what good thing he should 
do to have eternal life, are, " If thou wilt 
** enter into life, keep the command- 
" ments." It is very plain, therefore, that 
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we 4ire ued^r the strongest obligations to 
yi^ ai ready and iialiipoited obedience to 
all the cooimaods of God. 

But in the present case^ our obligation 
to follow holiness will appear more fuUy^ 
if we consult the di£Perent laws and in- 
stitutions of religion, which God has 
been pleased at sundry times^ and in di* 
verse manners^ to reveal to mankind* 
There we shall find, that however differ^ 
ent such institutions might be in their 
outward forms, yet they all agreed in 
this, of having a direct and powerful ten«^ 
dency to promote holiness and purity in 
the hearts and lives of their professors. 
This was the reason, — the original inten- 
tion of their being divulged to the world. 
And in order to obtain the blessings pro- 
mised under the different dispensations^ 
holiness was the necessary qualification 
required of all their votaries. Not only 
was internal holiness required of the Is« 
raelites^ when they came up to the altar ; 
but even e^mal purity was necessary to 
render their persons and offerings accept- 
able in God's sight. Although all their 
sacrifices and purifications had an imme- 
diate tendency to promote true holiness^ 
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— ^to purify their hearts^ — ^to refc^rm their 
lives ; whefi the end is not attained, God 
is said to look upon them with abhor^ 
rence ; for he is holy in his nature, and 
the Sanctifier of all hearts demands per- 
fect holiness in all those who would ap^ 
proach unto him* ^l. 

This noble design is still more evident 
in the Christian dispensation ; for of all 
the different systems which have appear- 
ed in the world, the religion of Jesus is 
best fitted to produce holiness in the lives 
of its professors. Its object is to teach 
men to deny all ungodliness and worldly 
affections, and to live soberly, righteous- 
ly, and godly in the present world. We 
cannot indeed open the New Testament, 
without seeing, in almost every page, the 
most ardent and cogent exhortiations, to 
cultivate this heavenly disposition. We 
find this great duty inculcated under a 
variety of different appellations, many of 
which are figurative and highly metapho- 
rical , but all agreeing in this, that the 
very life and substance, the. end and de- 
sign of the whole is, to turn men from 
the practice of sin and wickedness, to a 
course of piety and virtue, — to serve the 
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living Godi Thus we are told, that in 
^* Christ Jesus neither circumcision avail*^ 
^* eth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but 
" a new creature,'* i. e. True religion is 
not placed in any outward forms, rites, 
and ceremonies, but in a life which is 
renewed in righteousness and true holi^ 
ness, f- 

Such then is the design of God in re-^ 
vealing to us his mind and will, — such is 
our duty in the gospel of truth j and for 
this gracious end he sent his well-beloved 
Son, our Saviour, into the world. But this 
i$ not all. When our blessed Saviour 
was about to leave this earth, he promised 
to send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
to apply the benefits of his death and suf- 
ferings to the souls of believers, to renew 
and sanctify their natures, to aid them in 
the performance of every duty, and to es- 
tablish them in holiness and comfort thro* 
faith unto salvation. What then must be 
the importance of holiness, when the 
Spirit of God is continually employed in 
working this change in our hearts, — when 
the Son of God descended from his hea- 
venly abode, took our nature upon him, 
suffered and died to redeem us from all 
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iniquUij^ and puriE^ umo himself a pe^ 
culiar pe6t)le zealous of good works ! Has' 
he not ailso instituted the ordim^nces of 
the gospel to stiforce the ^ame course of 
godly Gonversatixm upon us? Shall we 
then presume to make light of those^ 
means which God has so graciously ap-^ 
pointed for our improvement in holiness, 
and in which his goodness is. ia so won- 
derful a manner displayed? Shall we ^re 
to contemn or neglect the laws and instir-* 
tutions of that, gospel, which the Son of 
God came down from heaven to make 
known to mankind, and the truth of 
which he sealed with his blood. 

Second^ 1 come now to shew, that holi- 
ness is necessary to our happiness in any 
stage of our existence. 

Though it is plain from the conduct of 
Providence, that this world was never de- 
signed for a state of rewards and punish- 
ments, yet it is very evident, that virtue 
even in this life is ia no inconsiderable 
degree attended with its own reward. 
Though the great end and tendency of 
holiness be to fit and prepare men for 
happiness in a future state, yet it is plea- 
sing to observe how it also diffuses over 
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the mind a present serenity and satisfac- 
tion. Holinass is the great and inever- 
failing source of inward peace and tran- 
quillity, in which all oar comfort on earth 
chiefly consists. This is the state to 
which philosophy pretended to conduct 
her followers as the summit of human en- 
joyment, and the nearest approach to hap- 
piness diat men could make here below. 
But to this state religion will most efiectur 
ally lead us, and to these paths of peace will 
be our best ^d surest guide. ^* Wisdom's 
'^ ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
^^ her paths are peace." Since then in- 
ward peace and satisfaction are of so 
much value, and since holiness has such 
a powerful tendency to produce this elBTecti 
one would think that every wise man 
would be disposed to follow holiness, even 
for his own interest in this life ; that had 
he no other inducement to determine his 
choice, still he would readily be tempted 
to adopt that plan which assuredly brings 
rest to the mind. If we have at any time 
performed a good action, if we have done 
justly or shewn mercy, we need not la- 
bour to work in ourselves a conviction 
that we have acted becomingly ; for peace 
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and complacency of soul spontaneously 
accompany it Even though it should 
cost no small trouble to perform the good 
action, still that is soon over, and the 
pleasure arising from its performance and 
recollection is a perpetual feast. If we 
should find pleasure in a criminal action, 
it is transient and short ^lived ; but the 
anguish which succeeds is a worm that 
never dies. When a man is fully satisfied 
of having done his duty, whatever storms 
may assail him from without, how easily 
does he bear them, when all is calm with- 
in ! All these are more than compensated 
by the inexpressible delight arising from 
an approving conscience. How widely 
different, my friends, is the situation of 
that man who is distracted with a self- 
condemning judge in his own breast, 
who can find no peace nor rest in himself, 
nor ever knows the pleasure of a self- 
approving hour. Far from enjoying the 
pleasing gratulations of a good conscience, 
or feeling any degree of self-complacency, 
a disturbed imagination, bitter reflec- 
tions, and secret remorse, prey on his 
heart. " There is no peace, saith my 
^-* God, to the wicked : they are like the 
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*^ troubled sea, which cannot rest." Guilt 
can find no sanctuary from its fears,-^— 
no refuge from its own reproaches. The 
pains of the most acute disease are not 
half so intolerable as the pangs of the 
guilty conscience. ^* The spirit of a 
" man," says Solomon, " will sustain his 
" infirinity, but*a wounded spirit, who can 
" bear ?" The opposition is not greater 
between light and darkness, than between 
virtue and vice,— ^between the anguish of a 
guilty mind, and the calm repose of soul 
which conscious innocence confers. Great 
as this difiPerence originally is, it becomes 
still more so in proportion to the progress 
which each has made in the plan of con-* 
duct they have engaged to pursue. The 
farther men travel in the road of vice and 
impiety, — the more rugged is the way,-—, 
the more difficulties and hardships, pains 
and sorrows do they meet. But the far- 
ther the real Christian proceeds in the 
paths of holiness and virtue, the smoother 
is his way, ai>d the more pleasant does 
his journey become. 

But let us extend our views beyond 
this world, and attend a little to the re^ 
fiectipns aqd anticipations of good and 
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wicked men upon God and a future state. 
Here we shall see happiness and misery 
at the highest pitch to which they can ar- 
rive in this life. From the prospect of 
^^ seeing the Lord," of being admitted to 
the vision and enjoyment of his Grod, 
the true believer derives inexpressible 
delight Amidst the multitude of vex- 
ing thoughts within him, the comforts 
and consolations of God's Holy Spirit 
can rejoice his soul. These heighten and 
improve every pleasure, and soften and 
alleviate everytrial. But with respect to 
the wicked, God is not in all his thoughts. 
When at any time he does turn his eye to 
that Glorious Being, his guilty mind re- 
presents him clothed in terror and ven- 
geance. And at last, when the approach 
of death causes him to look forward to 
another world, how is he appalled at the 
prospect ! He beholds torments incon- 
ceivable, and without end, awaiting him. 
What a sad contrast is here? Where 
shall the wicked turn his eyes for relief 
in the day of distress, or in whom shall 
he put his trust in the hour of death ? By 
his sins he has forfeited all title to God's 
favour, and has nothing to look for but 
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bis. fof^M iodigrif^U^^ against aU th^ 
Hfofkm »C ipiquiy^) : Whejre^thd goo4 
maq^ in all his affLt^lon^^ looks uf^ taGod^ 
wd I»»^>pra3^eif ischewd } h© fifld^ in Ilim 
ar.pre8tot;lwpJpiini«yet-y titoe pf tiK>tibl0. 
Animated w4tb the hf^e$ oi future Wias, 
he can behold his approaching di3,SQlu- 
taon wlthout.dkiitiay^ ai)4 consider :d0Bth 
a« Jfe*gafelQ JieftveajHth^ introduction 
ta k[|»ii3^W glpt^j?>f-An4 whfti, my jfriendtei 
can. b«f ici^oc^ived m6re cjesiriabl^ th^ 
to hftve €onsoli|ti0n adn^ioiistered in the 
iKmr of diatresB^r *hendna!t«i» fx^st need? 
it !--4o har* «^i»tiiBfiietftti$ pf 3»y ppUlfT 
cd ini.upao .#te jiok^ic apd ^t^ngth: f2»or 
veyed^ i»?^he».di»t¥f«^«sisirt»ni?0 jsij^tiifl} 
How inexpii^dblj^ dielightful mm^^ %h^ 
satisfaction of S9id, v^hich a genuine, l^ 
liever in Christ feels^be^ to have no guilty 
fears ta fix ^t ^at awful time a sting in 
his bosom,— rto hayteithe pains df bodily 
distress mitigated by intera&l fiH*titudei 
compc»ure and hopdyt^tio^ be able to look 
back ix^n this world'^mtlK)jit remorses and 
into the next without tenror ? He rest$ 
assured, that He who has been his pro^ 
tector and guide through life, will be his 
guardian and comfi^rter through the dark 
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valley and shadow of death, and an inse- 
jparable friend and father to him through 
a never-'cnding etemiQr. 

But holiness is not only necessary to 
our happiness in this world ; it is also ne- 
cessary to our happiness in the world to 
come. " 

Reason alone is suffici^t to' -inform 
us, that tile unholy are not only '^inwor- 
thy, but, in the nature of thingi^, kttiapar 
ble of relishing the' joys and hltssinga 
which the Almighty hath prepared for 
them that love him. -'As God is a being 
of unspotted holiness 'and perfect right- 
eousness, it is impossible that he can take 
pleasure in the wicked, whose character 
and principles are in such direct opposi- 
tion to himself. Heaven is a gift and 
an inheritance promised by him to those 
whose natures are in some measure simi- 
lar to his own, and fitted for being par- 
takers with him in the joys and glories 
of eternity. Would it not be absurd to 
suppose, that a Being of the strictest 
equity and most impartial justice, would 
confer the same reward on those who 
had despised his laws and dishonoured 
his religion, as he would upon those who 



ON HOLINESS. 355 

had denied themselves all the unlawful 
gratifications of this world, and used 
their best endeavours to serve thei? (iod 
and promote his glory? 

The nature of the reward is indeed 
such, that none but good and holy men 
can relish, or have any comfort in its 
possession. Is it possible, that those 
who have given themselves up to the 
sinful pleasures of a corrupt world, can 
be fit company for those spiritual and re- 
fined minds, whose desires and employ- 
ments are far exalted above every thing 
that is gross and sensual j and, still, more, 
can such persons ever be made happy by 
the vision and fruition of God, who is 
holiness and purity itself? If they who 
have lived at enmity with their Creator 
in this life, and have shunned all com- 
munion and intercourse with him in the 
ordinances of religion, and in the duties 
of private devotion and active obedience ; 
it is surely vain to think, that, though 
they were 'actually admitted into heaven, 
they could find any delight, where the 
entertainment was so ill suited to their 
taste, and where the employments and 
dispositions of thp inhabitants are sp to-» 
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t4lly different from their ovnt A wide** 
ed man in heaven would be like ah ani* 
mal forced out of its natural element^ 
into one to which it has never been accus- 
tomed, and to which its nature was in no 
respect adapted. It would just be as 
foolish to think of cq^ptivating an unbe- 
lieving and wicked man with the joys 
of the Zion above, as it would be tp at- 
tempt entertaining a deaf man livith the 
melody of music, or a blind mail with 
the beauty of colours. The Acuities 6£ 
the former, and the organs of the latter, 
are equally ill suited to their respective 
objects. It follows then, that before we 
can be happy in heaven, oiu* nature must 
be so constituted as to be capable of re- 
lishing its enjoyments, or else we must 
suppose that its pleasures must be accom- 
modated to our natures. But as God is 
there the chief source of joy, and as his 
nature and purposes are immutable, it is 
plain that it is our nature and faculties 
which must undergo the change, as no 
unclean thing can possibly enter those 
sacred abodes, where the perfections of 
the Almighty are exhibited in their great- 
est splendour. And of this we are cer- 



ON HOLINESS. 357 

Itain, that whatever is our temper of 
mind in tfiis world, the same will be car- 
ried with us into the next For though 
in heaven our natures may, and shall be 
greatly improved and exalted, we are not 
on that account entitled to infer, that a 
reformation from sin to holiness will on- 
ly be wrought on them when we come 
to die, or that this change will only be 
begun in the paradise of God. 

It is therefore nece,ssary, before we 
can be admitted into that blessed coun* 
try, that we should be possessed of holi- 
ness, as this is the chief quality by which 
we can be said to resemble God, and be- 
come partakers of the divine nature, and 
the only means by which we can be dis- 
posed and enabled to serve him aright 
here below, and at last qualified for the 
enjoyment of him above for ever. 

But we are not left to gather this from 
reason alona We have the express word 
of God, establishing and confirming the 
assertion, that *< without holiness, no man 
" shall see the Lord." He hath said, 
" if 'we live after the flesh, we shall die ; 
" but if by the spirit, we mortify the 
" deeds of the body, we shall live-" " Be 
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" not deceived," says St Paul, « neithef* 
" fornicators nor idolators, nor any un-» 
^^ holy person, shall inherit the kingdom 
" of God.'' Who then are the persons 
who shall be admitted into those delight- 
fiil abodes ? " Who shall ascend into the 
" hill of the Lord ? and who shall stand 
" in his holy place ? He that hath clean 
^ hands and a pure heart ; who hath 
" not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor 
" sworn deceitftdly. He shall receive the 
" blessing from the Lordj and righteous- 
*< ness from the God of his salvation/' 

Seeing then, my brethren, that holi- 
ness is of such essential consequence, 
and since it appears, that it must be be- 
gun in this life, how deeply does it con- 
cern every man to set about this inte- 
resting work with the utmost ardour and 
earnestness ! The inducements to it are 
of the strongest and most persuasive 
kind, — no less than an escape from e^ 
verlasting punishment, and the reward 
of eternal happiness. So great, indeed, 
is the reward, that no hardships or diffi- 
culties whatever should divert your steps 
for a moment from the pursuit, or make 
you turn aside from the path% of holiness* 
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Were you to estimate the value of this 
reward properly, you would not grudge 
to forego every present gratification,— 
every temporal consideration whatever. 
When we have the promise of Him who 
cannot lie, that he will bestow a crown 
of life upon all who walk in singleness 
of heart before him ; how powerfully are 
we called on to cultivate that holiness, 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord ? In matters of infinitely less mo- 
ment, even in the common affairs of 
life, with what resolution dp we often 
find men engage in the mo^t hazardous 
enterprises and laborious undertakings, 
when they have at beat no more than 
faint hopes of success, and ftn uncertain 
prospect of advantage ? And, what is 
no less mortifying still, how often does 
it happen, that when, with much toil 
and care, the desired object is attained, 
it by no means yields in the possession 
that satisfaction which in distant pro- 
spect it promised to bestow ? But, blessed 
be God, this is by no means the case in 
matters of religion, where the issue is of 
infinitely greater importance. Here the 
object in view does, when attained, yield 



360 ON HOLINE45S. 

th6 highest) most exalted^ and permnoeitt 
felitaty, imd ratify the l^iiiidW wis^ 
of tjtie imhiortal soiii y r; -: 

And tfie means you are to ehiploy 
beifig appointed by an allwise G<i9, 
must be the begt th^ can be devisedi 
^d if e^tercisad in the Way he hath: dfc* 
xeeted, can never fail of AcconipUdudg 
their end For though the worii i» far 
above yotir own strength, y€t yoii have 
the assistance of Ood'^ Holy Sqpirit, pro* 
mised to direct and aid you in tiipe of 
need ; and you may therefore rest agsU"* 
red, that if ypu are diligentt you will be 
enabled, through divinfe grace, to over* 
come all difficulties, and " your labours 
" shall not be in vain in the Lord." 

When, therefore, all these considera- 
tions are put together ; when you consi- 
der that the work is not impracticable, — - 
that it will be attended with peace and 
satisfaction in this world, and will ter- 
minate at last in roraplete and eternal 
felicity in the world to come ; with what 
alacrity and zeal ought you to engage in 
itj — ^with what earnestness and perseve- 
rance should you contend for this ines- 
timable prize? Hence, does it not ap- 
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)^ar to bi^ an mstitnca of consummate 
Mly^ to dday for a moment setting about 
a inatter of sudb hnportaiice? Najjr, is it 
not ihadiiesg in ihA extreme to despise 
or n€gle(5t the itieahs whidhi Godha^in-- 
Btituted for your advancement in lioli-^ 
ness, and for securitig your everlasting 
felicity? — But when you consider, on 
the other hand, what will be your doom 
should you be so blind or wicked as to 
adopt the course of ungodliness, you 
surely will find reason to pause in you* 
career of folly and danger, and to turn 
unto the Lord that you may live. The 
punishment in this casfe is neither small 
nor momentary, but is in its nature the 
most dreadful that can be conceived, 
and in its duration eternal " Who can 
** dwell," says the prophet, " with de- 
** vouring fire ; who can dwell with ever- 
^^ lasting burnings?" 

If, Christians, you have found God's 
goodness evinced in providing for your 
comfort and welfare ; — if you have reason 
to rely with confidence on the truth of 
his gracious promises to all who fear 
his name ;; — ^you have the same reason 
to believe, that as he is a God of unspot*- 
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t^ holiness and impd^rtial justice he 
will not pass over transgression5 but trill 
put in escecution the awful threatenings 
he has denounced against the workers of 
iniquity. If, therefore, you are desirous 
of being happy in this world, or to pro- 
vide, through a Saviour, for eternal jhap- 
piness in heaven, " follow," I beseech 
you, " holiness, without which, no man 
^* shall see the Lord.'' 

May God bless his word, and to his 
name be all praise. — Amen. 



SERMON XIV. 

ON THE REST THAT REMAINETH FOR THfi 
PEOPLE OF GOD. 



HEBREWS iv. 9* 



There remainethy therefore^ a rest to the 
people of God. 

jL HERE \% perhaps no priticipie in our na- 
ture more strong or more universal than 
the desire of immortality, — nothingwhich 
the soul thirsts after so ardently as life 
and happiness for evermora This kin- 
dles the first wish that pants in the hu- 
man breast This draws forth the last 
sigh which accompanies the departing 
soul to her everlasting habitation. Nay, 
as s6on may we pretend to annihilate the 
soul herself, though imperishable and im- 
mortal, as to extinguish those aspirations 
and hopes, which animate her exertions 
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in the pursuit of permanent everlasting 
felicity. And it is perfectly agreeialble to 
our notions of the wisdom and goodness of 
our infinite Creator to suppose^ that he 
would never implant in his creatures such 
desires merely to vex andtormettt them, 
without furnishing a suitable object, and 
laying open the way to its attainment. 
Accordingly, when we consult the vo- 
lume of inspiration, we observe to our 
joy that he hath not disappointed our 
hopes ; — ^that he hath not left us to the 
feeble light of nature, and to the slow and 
uncertain deductions of reason for such 
an important discovery. In the sacred 
oracles of God, and more especially in the 
revelation made through the Lord Jesus, 
the truth and reality of a future state are 
dearly unfolded and fully established. 
There, we are taught to indulge the most 
ravishing hopes of exalted and und.bated 
happiness beyond death and the grave. 
•^ By the resurrection of Christ from 
" the dead, we (Christians) are begotten 
" again to the lively hope of an ihhferi- 
" tance that is incorruptible, undefiled, 
" and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
" heaven for those who are kept by the 
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** pomst of God thtot^h faitb uhto iMl^ 

«va*ioni*'- :--.-...■ .■■;. <:.c>; >.... 

- The New-Tbstaitieftt writ^fe sp^afectf 

thk matter 80t in a deak ot (teublfltl 

isianner, b<£t iti language of thfe litgheikb 

taseskiscemd deligbt << We know,^, std^ 

St Piml^*^ that if our eaothlj hoose^f &k 

<* tabernacle were dimbke^j ^v^-lsa^ Hi 

<>< bonding of 6odj a house not miiiAe lH^ 

« bands, eteiiial m the ^eavensl^'^ ; !^tt^ 

my bceihiiuiy it is^unhecie^asry tuo ai^le^ 

ply passig^ in su^ipdrt of a dti€tM»e m^ 

dearly asserted in the tvo^da of-tliiCte3i£ 

They alone are sufficieiii to estaMoh ottr 

belief of this essentia article of ihe>iChri«K 

tian faith $ for the Apostle positively a& 

firms, that <* there remaineth a rest to the 

« people of GoA" 

Both naltwre and rerelati%Mi conctir itl 
declaring,thait^isworidtrasnevetdesigoK. 
ed to be the place of our everlastitiig a^ 
bode. Melandtkoly, indeed, would be our 
anticipation^ idf.thi^.Hfe, which cOQies so 
speedily to an end, were the whole of our 
exist^ice, and if we had no prospect and 
no hope beyond it But, blessed be God, 
who has made an original and indelible 
impression upon i}ie soul, andwhohas still 
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more clearly revealed it in the gospd of 
his Son, that man, when he dies and de- 
scends into the dark mansions of the 
dead, does not cease to be,-— that he is iK)t 
for ever to be confined in the prison of 
the grave, — ^but that the termination of 
die present life is the commencement of 
a never-ending existence. We are taiight 
to consider this world as a state of trial 
and pTobation,-T-as a school of discipline, 
where we are trained up and fitted for 
immortality $ and that according to our 
pres^it character and conduct, our ever- 
lasting state shall be fixed. Let us, there- 
fore, in the remainder of this discburse, 
endeavour, under the divine blessing, to 
illustrate the nature of that rest, which 
is said in our text to remain for the peo- 
ple of God, and which is held forth to us 
as a powerful motive to animate our ex- 
ertions, and which is more than sufficient 
to compensate for all the labours and 
sufferings we are required to undergo in 
order to its attainment. 

In entering upon this subject it may 
be necessary to observe, that it is impos- 
sible to handle it in such a manner as to 
gratify all the curious inquiries of the hu- 
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man : mindL : It is a subject not fully re- 
vealed in the word of God, and though 
it were, it is. not probaUe that our limit- 
ed Acuities could comprehend it i Baul 
himself, with all his inspired knowledge 
and eloquence^ did not pretend clearly to 
understand nor fully to describe it He was 
conscioiis that mortal man.was unequal 
for the task, — ^is possessed neither of &h 
cultiep to conceive, nor of language to 
express the nature and extent of <^stial 
bliss. When he relates that he himself 
had been caught up into paradise, and 
had a, view of the third heavens, and was 
so deeply impressed, so enraptured with 
the prospect, that whether he was in the 
body or out of the body he could not 
tell ; the only account which he finds 
himself able ta impart of its stupendous* 
ly glorious scenes, is, that " he heard ufi- 
" speakable words, which it is not lawful 
*< for man to utter." In like manner, 
the provision which Infinite Goodness 
has made for the everlasting enjoyment 
of believers in the world of spirits, is 
thus described by the same apostle, in 
the 2d chapter of 1 Corinthians, in re^ 
ference to a passage from the 64th chap- 
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tei^ of hash ; ^^ Eye hatiU not 'WEmiy.mat 
^^ ear heard, neither have eiiteredchito 
.^^ th^ heart of nten the things.' ivhidi 
^ God hath prepare^ for them thajt loVe 

. In ord^t), however, to aid our ocHicepHt 
tions^fh^l richest and nu^t hrilliaiit iina^ 
gesi whidb nature kdd.art cab a^M^ are 
employed in Scripture to give us domid 
fidnt ideas of ihagraadeurand tiappbess 
of the New JertisalenL There wedSn(|: it 
set forth :ai3:a garden, a feisty al|ngdoJin# 
A throiie^ a cronrhr m ibooiruptihle. 'm± 
heritancQ^ an excoedibg iWeighfc ctf gloryi 
Btit there is perhaps no way of describing 
it, which gives to us mpre clear and solid 
notions on the subject, than the oiie used 
in our teit^— *of its being a place of" rest'* 
whidi remains to the people of God. 
When heaven is said to be a place of rest 
we then can understand something of 
what is meant When we have it for our 
edification recorded, that " blessed are 
« the dead who die in the Lord, for they 
" rest from their labours," we then more 
distinctly apprehend the nature of that 
happiness which is to be bestowed ; be- 
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cause we know what the labours are from 
which we ar^ to ^^ rest'* 

Many are the hardships and sufferings 
of body to which we are exposed in this 
valley of tears. What is the life of the 
generality of mankind, but a continued 
su0ce8sion of toil and labour! From the 
cradle to the grave they are doomed to 
^ earn their bread with the sweat of 
^' their brow/' But this is not all. How 
soon may they be deprived of health and 
strength ? How soon may disease cause 
them to wish, that their portion of mor- 
tal life was at its clo&e P-r-But, amidst suf- 
ferings of every kind to which their mor-r 
tal condition is subjected, believers in 
Jesus can with delight look forward to 
that rest from their labours which in our 
text is promised. This assurance and 
hope infiiise comfort into the heart of the 
be^ar at the gate, as well as of the rich 
man dothed in purple and fine linen, 
when imder bodily affliction. In the bo^ 
som of Abcafaam Lazarus is made whoi^ 
and is freed ^om all the diseases, and 
relieved from all the wants which he had 
to encounter on his earthly pilgrimage. 
There, in that blessed abode, <^ shall be no 
Aa 
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" more death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
" neither shall there be any more pain, 
" for the former things are passed away, 
^^ and God shall wipe away all tears from 
" their eyes." 

But the labours and anxieties of the 
mind are far more numerous and grievous 
and hard to be borne, than those which 
affect our corporeal frame. From ho<(^ 
many sources do sorrow and anguish arise 
to embitter our thoughts, cloud our joys, 
and assail the peace and serenity of die 
soul ? One man, intent upon some imagi^ 
nary good, which he has long ardeidy de- 
sired, and of which, after a fatiguing pur- 
suit, he now considers himself certain, 
with fond eagerness stretches forth his 
hand to take possession of the dearly pur- 
chased object, when, to his inexpressible 
anguish, it instantly recedes from his grasp, 
nevermore to be attained. Another, bask- 
ing in the sunshine of prosperity, enjoying 
every thing that his heart can wish, and 
promising to himself an uninterrupted 
succession of many happy years, is sud- 
denly deprived of all his possessions and 
comforts, and doomed to spend the re- 
mainder of his days in the sorrowfiil re- 
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membrance of what his better fortune at 
one time encouraged him to expect In 
heaven^ however, there shdl be a com-! 
plete and everlasting cessation from all 
such fruitless toils, »id no disappointed 
expectations shall ever disturb the rest of 
the redeemed. 

Again, where is the man amongst us, 
my brethren, who has not felt the sorrow 
of love and friendship dissolved by death? 
Have not all of us witnessed the fune- 
ral of a relative or friend, whose society 
was the delight and comfort of our lives ? 
If we cast our eyes around us, we in vain 
look for those who nourished and pro-» 
tected us in our infant years, and who in- 
stilled into our breasts those sentiments 
of religion and virtue which now console 
us for their loss. — Or if we are still bless^ 
ed with their society,-?»if these are still 
left to us to establish our steps in the 
ways of holiness, and to deliver to us 
those counsels of prudence which age enr» 
titles and experience enables them to 
give,— -have we not been called on to de^ 
plore the loss of a brother, a sister, or 
child, in whose breast glowed every pious 
and virtuous disposition, and whose eye 
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ever lieamed toward ua with afiection 
and love? Whilst they are enjoying rest 
from their labours^ we are left in this 
dreary wilderness to legret their loss^ and 
to mark the blank which their departure 
has made in the circle of our £riends# 
—No storm disturbs their repose.— No 
doud daiisj^is their horizonu<^*-No sorrow 
agonizes their breast The anxious hopes 
and fears which they once felt for us^ no 
longer agitate their souls. In that haven 
of rest, which they have now reached, 
we are assured, that there is ^ no morse 
" sorrow or crying,'* In that blessed 
abode of peace and happiness, ^ every 
" tear shall be wiped away from every 
" eye,— the days of all mourning are end- 
** ed ;" — and die light afiiictions of this 
momentary life are forgotten in tlie en- 
joyment of those pleasures which are 
evermore at the right hand of God. 

From these evils, tlie righteous man In 
this life is not exempted Though " more 
•* excellent than his neighbours," he is 
nevertheless subject to all the hardships 
experienced by other men, and even 
often suffers afflictions peculiar to hinisd£ 
While on earth he is engaged with a con- 
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stant struggle with Uie world and the flesh. 
The sbfbl pleasureB,*— the ambitious pro- 
jecti^r*^the avaridous gains of a wicked 
Worlds are ever acting upon the soul, 
which cannot altogether throw off that 
bondage of corruption which by nature 
and actual guilt has there obtained a seat 
Though the agency of God's Holy Spirit 
be granted to contral our depraved pask 
sions, and direct our erring steps, still are 
they ever ready, upon opportunity, to 
break forth and to return to the plea- 
sures of sin for a season. With the cor- 
rupt influence of the world,— with the 
power of siny^— with the headstrong vio- 
lence of his appetites and passions, is the 
servant of God ever contending, fearing 
lest he be brought under the dominion of 
the " law of sin which is in his members,^ 
At a throne of mercy is he ever bending 
down in fervent supplication for *^th|| 
*^ grace which helpeth in everyUime of 
*^ need." His exertions ever are to wulk 
circumspectly, redeeming the time ; and 
when he does err,— -and who on earth 
does not ?— how painful are his thoughts, 
that he has thu« fi»feited the favour, 
and subjected himself to the displeasure 
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of his God? How agonized his feelingd^ 
that his faith is still so insufficient to up- 
hold him? How bitterly does he lament 
his errors, and deplore his wickedness? 
Arid to such chances and calamities does 
the Christian remain exposed during his 
abode in tima Biit in that everlasting 
world, to which he ever fondly looks for- 
ward, is he perfectly ddivered. In the 
dwelling of the saints on high, sin can-* 
not enter, and temptation can never as-* 
sail. The heart is for ever sanctified. 
No corrupt suggestions of the devil, the 
world, or the flesh, can hurt, or tempt, 
or pollute the glorified spirit; Renewed 
in the most perfect manner to the image 
of God in Christ, the hearty no longer 
deceitful nor wicked, shall not betray. 
Hence, all those evils which how detract 
from our happiness, shall be for ever ex^ 
eluded; The assailants of our progress in 
righteousness shall not impede j for there 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. Ifa the beautiful lan- 
guage of the prophet, Isaiah be. 20., 
" Thy sun shall no more go down, nei- 
" ther shall thy moon withdraw itself, 
" for the Lord shall be thine everlasting 
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" light, and the days of thy mourning 
'' shall be ended'' 

From what has here been said, how- 
ever, think not, my friends, that the rest 
here promised is nothing more than re- 
lief from labour and pain, either of body 
or of mind. Great, no, doubt, will be the 
happiness of resting from such sources of 
trouble and sorrow; but, notwithstanding, 
we are not to suppose that heaven is a 
state of indolence or inactivity ; on the 
contrary, the Christian enters upon the 
most glorious employments and services. 

At its first entrance into heaven, the 
soul will in its faculties be enlarged and 
improved vastly beyond their present 
state, so that the knowledge of the least 
in the kingdom of heaven shall be incom- 
parably greater than the most wise and 
intelligent on earth. ** Now we know in 
" part ; but when that which is perfect i$ 
" come, then that which is in part shall 
" be done away." The darkness which 
now obscures our prospect shall be dis- 
pelled ; and what we see through 9 glass 
darkly, shall be seen in the light that is 
around the throne of God. The nature 
and attributes of God, at present so far 
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beyond our f^prehenaion^ diaU th^n be 
contemplated in all their excellence and 
beauty j — hh woi^ of creatioil, With so 
amall a portion of which we are htee ac- 
quainted, shall then be viewed in idl their 
v^iety, excellence, and magni^d^nce jr-^ 
and his works of providence, no# &o dark 
and inexpltcftble, itlukll appear to hftve 
been full of wisdom and goodness, and 
admirably adapted fot promoting the pre- 
sent and everhstittg inter^t of his pec^le. 
Above all, the whole ischeme of redemp- 
tion^ the most noble and glorious <^ ail 
the works of God, but which now is 
connected with not a few mysteries^ shall 
then be Understood in all its parts, and 
shall afford to the minds of the redeemed 
an inexhaustible fimd of admiration, gr^ 
titude, and praise. Here our knowledge 
is not only limited and imperfect, but is 
often directed to vain *nd unprofitable 
pursuits ; nor can be acquired without a 
long course of painful study and un- 
wearied application. But such is the 
nature of the services of the heavenly 
world, that our faculties shall be exerci- 
sed upon the best and noblest objects, — 
our knowledge shall be clear and compre- 
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hen6iv6| acquired without any painful la- 
bour^ and fitted to afiford the highest de- 
l^it and satisifiMiiion ; nay^ it i^ail be in- 
creasing without intetrtiption and without 
end« 

Farther,t our progresii in holiness shall 
be equal to our acquirements in know- 
ledge* It shall then be our happy lot to 
haTe continually increasing experience, 
that " wisdom's ways Are ways of plea- 
>^ santness/' and that too unmixed with 
those feelings of regret, nay, even of re- 
morse, which here so often arise in the 
breasts ofthemost virtuous of men. There 
shall we reflect with astonishm^t, how 
the pleasures of sin were ever able to al- 
lure us from oiir dutyj aild will look back 
with complacency upon those temptations 
and assaults of a corrupt world, through 
which we were ehabled, in the mercy of 
God, victorioutily to hxAd on our course* 
With souls refined front that impurity 
which now defiles them,^^with bestrts 
pure as the tidestial air iii whidi we will 
thenbreaih^we dlall,in thehighesit trans- 
ports of (kflii^t, surtoiund th^ throne of 
God, joining idth other glorified spirits, 
and with the angels of heaven, in hal- 
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lelujahs and hymns of praise. And how 
purifying, how ravishing, how ennobling 
must it be to contemplate the perfections 
ofGodhimself,— -of Him who is the source 
of all holiness^ and the fountain of all 
goodness^-when they are displayed in the 
most briUiant, and exercised in the most 
endearing manner; — ^to behold^ without 
a veil, our Redeemer, the Lord of life and 
of glory; — to hold communion with the 
Father, with the Son, and with the Holy 
Spirit ; — ^to enjoy the society of countless 
hosts of angels ; — to dwell with the saints 
of old, with the patriarchs, the prophets^ 
and the apostles ;— to be reunited to all 
those friends in Christ, whom we loved 
and esteemed while on earth ; and to be 
associated, throughout eternity, with the 
blessed of every age, who, having died in 
Jesus, have also with him arisen to im- 
mortal glory ! Are not these services, 
Christians, noble and exalted ? Are they 
not suited to a rational and immortal na- 
ture raised to its highest state of perfect 
tion ? In his heavenly temple above, the 
servants of the Lord shall serve him day 
and night. No labour shall then exhaust, 
i^or shall the least imperfection stain. 
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their pious offerings. In short, to the 
progress of the blessed, in knowledge and 
holiness, no boundary is set Through<» 
out the ages of eternity they shall be ao 
quiring new beauties, — ^be still in a con^^ 
stant state of improvement,^ and be 
brightening in the splendour of moral 
excellence and glory. 

Another piart of the services of the re« 
deemed consists in communion with the 
inhabitants of heaven. 

Man is evidently formed to derive 
his chief happiness in this lower world 
from society. It never was, and never 
will be good for man to live alone. So^ 
cial worship is peculiarly acceptable to 
God, as might be shewn from many pas-» 
isages of Scripture. And does not the ex- 
perience of every one who loves the ha* 
bitation of God's liouse, and the place 
"where his honour dwelleth, testify what 
an elevation of soul and enlargement of 
heart they obtain by mingling their voices 
in his praise in his courts here below ? 
But how much beyond conception will 
this be increased, when we meet with 
the innumerable company above of the 
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Massed of every age, from every kind- 
tcd| and natwn^ and tddgue^ wJ^ haive 
died in the Lord, all cemented in the 
closest bonds of friendship^ and eadi tfo^ 
deavguring to promote anotber^s bappi^^ 
nesdi and united with one ticeofd in iing^ 
ing the praises of their almighty mdgra-- 
cious Redeemer ! What a Uessed^^hata 
glorious company^ must that be, which 
fills the mansions of our Father's house 
above! God himself^ the gloribus and 
all-sufficient Jehovah, is present^ diqplayw 
ing, in the most illustrious manner, his 
adorable perfections to the view of all its 
blessed inhabitants. It is here where the 
glorified body of our Saviour resides, — 
where all the celestial hierarchies and 
the countless hosts of angels are repre- 
sented as surrounding the throne on 
high. There believers of every age, and 
from etery quarter of the w6rld,*-^they 
who flourished in ages preceding and 
aucceeding the promulgation of the gos- 
p^^-^they witli whom We ourselves w^e 
personially acquainted^ and whom we 
dearly loved,-^and they who believe in 
Christ until the end of time, now ddiver- 
ed from every remainder of sin and cor- 
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ruption, are become glorified spirits^ {n 
a complete conformity to the image of 
their Saviour and their Grod. Although 
here compassed dx>ut with manifold in^ 
firmides and imperfections, they are nour 
exalted into the presence of their eternal 
Father, and ^ shine as the brightness of 
<^ the sun in the firmament, and as the 
^ stars for ever and ever/' 

John, the disciple whom Jesus loved^ 
was favoured, before his departure from 
this scene of trial and valky of tears, 
with a vision declarative of the everlasf>- 
ing state and employment of the ransom-* 
ed of the Lord. Listen, my friends, to 
the language he employs in describipg 
them : ^' After this I beheld, and,lo, agreat 
^^ multitude, which no man could num- 
^^ bar, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
^^ people, and tongues, stood befc^e the 
^< throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
^^ with whit^ robes, and palms in their 
^^ hands j^-rrrsaying, Amen : Blessing, and 
<< glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
<^ and honour, and power, and might, be 
^' unto our God for ever and even A- 
<« men." 

Much more might be said on this de« 
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lightful subject, but you must be sensible 
no imagination can conceive, no tongue 
can express, no description can exhaust, 
the amount df the accumulated glory and 
blessedness provided for the faithful in 
Christ Indeed, it is eternity alone 
which can unfold the whole to our view ; 
and the successive ages of eternity shall 
roll on, while their happiness will be ever 
new, their employments ever delightful, 
and their measures of knowledge and 
holiness ever' in increasing progression. 
The inheritance which they are to gain 
is incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth 
not away. To its joys there is no inter- 
ruption, and their duration is without 
end. The heavens shall pass away, the 
elements shalL melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burnt up ; but the felicity 
* of the righteous shall at that time be 
only in its commencement; and when 
millions of ages have elapsed, it shall 
have suffered no diminution, but shall be 
found to have gone on augmenting in the 
purest and most exalted spiritual enjoy- 
ment. O blessed Eternity ! when faith 
can draw aside the veil, and look unto 
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thee, what scenes rise to the astonished 
eye! We behold joy above joy, and glo- 
ry above glory, till the enraptured ima- 
gination is overcome with ihe amplitude 
of the view, — ^is lost in the boundless 
contemplation^ 

Thus have I attempted, my brethren, 
to give you a faint description of what h 
implied under that rest, into which the 
people of God shall be received upbn 
their leaving this sinful and wretched 
world. This shall be the glorious ter- 
mination of all their trials and afflictions, 
their labours and sorrows. What then is 
the practical tendency of all that has been 
said on this |iubject ? Is it not^ to excite 
you to comply with the apostle's exh<Hv 
tation in the verse following my text, viz, 
<* to labour," and to labour earnestly, *^ to 
^ enter into that rest" Your resolutions 
must not be transient :-^your exertions 
must not intermit : — ^your faith must not 
waver. Take unto you the shield of faith, 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
praying always, with all prayer, and sup^ 
plication, and watching thereunto with 
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all perseverance, that you may fiiudly 
enter into that rest whidi remaineth to 
the people pf God. Some m^y have |i 
longer course in this wofsld to run thaii 
others, and a greater fight of affliction to 
endure ; but in heaven all the redeemed 
of the Lord shall at last safely land, and 
find an abundant riecompense for all ihe 
labours and ac^erings they were app<Hiit« 
ed to undergo in a present state. 

But I fear there are some amongst you^ 
who, notwithstanding the pow^ul mo* 
tives which this subject aflfords to ani- 
mate their exertions to lay hold on the 
hope set before them, and sted&stly to 
persevere in the exercise of the means 
granted to prepare them for. entering in- 
to the rest of the people of God, will still 
choose the service of the world, and la* 
hour in the work of sin. Alas ! my hear^ 
ers, pride not yourselves on your wisdom ; 
for you are making a most feolish, a most 
miserable choice. Sin is a hard task** 
master, and the world's service laborious 
indeed. And though the pleasures of 
sin be gained,— though the riches and 
honours of the world be to satiety obtain- 
ed, what profits do you therefrom reap ? 
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£«^astitf^ sktfmtt^ sorrow^ find tdfthent. 
Foptfuiih at^ daring life labour for the 
Kiig0s of mt9 there will be no rest^ day 
Bdr tHgiit As m this world you have no 
test under the galling yoke of sin, so in 
that future world to which you must one 
day gO|^ you wiil have no rest from si|j9biv 
ihg. 

Lay this^ truth to heart before it be top 
late, that ^"^ there is no peace, saith the 
^< Lord, iHrto the wicked !'* Break off 
yottr sintf by repentance, while the Spirit 
of God is still striving withyou,-— while 
his word is yet fdit in some degree, and 
the Lord is waiting to be gracious; Give 
all diligence to make your calling and 
election sure, that, when death comes, 
an abundant entrance into the rest of the 
people of God may be ministered unto 
you. Do not, through sloth, or negli^ 
gence, or unwillingness, to bear the cross 
of Christ, come short of so great salya* 
tion. As good soldiers of Jesus, fight 
manfully the good fight of faith under 
his banner. Be firm; — ^be resolute: — 
be decisive. Set your face steadily to*^. 
ward Zion. Looking unto Jesus the Au* 
thor and Finisher of your faith, run with 

Bb 
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patience the race set before you. Look« 
ing unto Him who overcame the world, 
be ye, amidst your tribulations, of good 
cheen He now calls on you to virtue, 
happiness, and glory. Obey his call. 
What though you may have much to 
endure in your religious course, — ^what 
though the passage over the sea of life 
be dark and stormy, — after a few more 
struggles you will be landed safe on Ema- 
nuel's happy shore, where no tempests 
assail,— where all is peacefuland serene, 
— and where felicity, pure and unalloyed, 
for ever dwells. Amen. . . 
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ON TKE PKOi^ISS OF £T£RNAI, LIF^, 



I JOHN ii. 25. 



This is the promise that he hath promised u$^ 
even eternal Iff^f 

JL HE word of God abounds with many 
" exceeding great and precious promi-^ 
" ses," which are admirably calculated to 
comfort and strengthen the hearts of the 
faithful in every part of their warfare^ — 
in every step of their pilgrimage through 
this changeable and weary land. Of 
these promises, the chief and most im- 
portant, to which all the others tend, and 
in which they terminate, is the one con- 
tained in my text ;— to the consideration 
of which, I propose to call your atten- 
tion in the following discourse. *^ Thisj 
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.^^ is the promise that he hath promised 
" us, even eternal life.'* May God be 
with us by his Spirit, while I endeavour 
to explain the nature of the eternal life 
which is here promised. 

In general language, the promise here 
given comprehends the whole of that 
salvation and happiness which Christ hath 
purchased by his blood, and shall bestow 
upon all who believe in his name, and 
obey his word. And this happiness is 
called life, in opposition to that death to 
whidi all the posterity of Addm beeaime 
liable by the breach of the first coVenantw 
By the fall we became subject to death, 
spiritual, temporal, and eternal ; but 
Jesus Christ has piu-chased for his people 
a deliverance from death in all its stages : 
he hath procured for them a spiritual life 
of greater happiness and glory than that 
which they had forfeited. So that justly 
might the Apostle say, " As in Adam all 
" die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
^^ alive." And this happiness is caUed 
" eternal life,'* in opposition to temporal 
deliverances ; or rather to distinguish it 
from that short and precarious life of 
which we are presently possessed. It is 
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indeed beguii h^^ ; but instead of being 
destroyed, or even int^rupted by the 
diBsolution of the body, it acquires new 
vigotir at death, wili be perfected at the 
rei^rrection, and last throii^out etarnal 



More particularly, this eternal life iiii- 
dudes in it, in ihejfint place, pardwli of 
sin and peace with Gk)d. 

Like all the other works of Godi man 
was originally good, created in the divine 
image, holy and happy, — ^and found his 
chief delight in doing the will of his Grear 
tor. Forgetfid, however, of the many bb-* 
ligations he was rnider to love and ibu^ 
the Lord his God, he fell into the isaareGi 
of the devil, and disobeyed the express 
command that was given him as a trial of 
his submission to the divine wilL The 
act of disobedience of which our first pa-^ 
rents were guilty, has extended its bane- 
ful effects to all their posterity, and in- 
volved them in guilt and condemnation. 
By nature we are all guilty creatures, ob- 
noxious to divine wrath, and stand con- 
tinually exposed to the just and everlast- 
ing displeasure of him who made us. But 
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Our Lord and Saviour^ by the sacrifice of 
hitnself upon the cross, hath fiilly expi- 
ated our guilt, and reconciled us to God. 
By his being made a curse for us^ he hath 
deHveied us from the curse of tlie. law, 
and from thdt endless and inexpressible 
misery which is the just desert of sin ; 
so that, as St Paul argues, <^ there is now 
" no condemnation to them whidi are 
" in Christ Jesus. We have redemption 
^ thro' his blood, even the forgiveness of 
•f sinsfc" " Christ hath once suffered for 
^ sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
^^ might bring us to God." By the blood 
of his cross he has made our peace with 
heaven j for We, who were ^r off, are now 
brought nigh, and can draw nebi to God 
in full assurance of faith and hopa As 
the sacrifice wias accepted and the ransom 
pidd, the sentence of condemnation is re- 
versed, the prison-door thrown open, and 
liberty proclaimed to them who were in 
bondage* By reason of the sufferings 
and death of his incarnate son, God can 
pftrdon sin to the glory of his divine per- 
fections, and in complete consistency with 
the honour of his government and laws. 
And not only so, but the gospel assures 
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iig, that he will confer this glorious pri- 
?nlege upon every one who repents of his 
sins, and applies to him for pardon thro' 
this great Mediator. " If we confess our 
" sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
^ them, and to cleanse us from all un- 
" righteousness/' Not only are the siijs 
of the penitent so entirely remitted, that, 
in the expressive language of Scripture, 
" they shall be remembered no more," 
but the obedience of Christ is put to their 
account, and thus, being made the righ- 
teousness of God in him, they are accept- 
ed and dealt with as dear children in 
him, are admitted as one with him into 
the family of Grod, and are invested with 
all the privileges which that high distinc- 
tion and intimate relation embrace. 

Second, This eternal life includes also 
the renovation and sanctification of our 
corrupt natures. 

We are all by nature under the power 
and domitiioA of sin, under the influence 
of evil habits and vicious inclinations, ad- 
verse to what is good, and prone to that 
which is evil, having no delight in holi- 
ness, or in walking in communion with 
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our Fttther in Jbeav0it But Jeras ChriaC 
jrestores hig people to the um^i w well 
9« to tjbe &Yom of God He seods but 
Holy i^irit wito their hearts, by whose 
gracious influence the power of c£n k de- 
stroyed, QQiTupt appetites md paaslons 
mortifled^ enl habits amended^ and the 
dispo^tt(Hi3 of heav^i planted in the 
souL Hence the most important and 
glorious chaijige takes piace in the inner 
man: they become ^ liew creiatures in 
« Christ Jesus ; old things are passed aw»jr,* 
*^ behold all things become new." They 
have new desires and dispositions^-^^new 
hopes and fears^— new ends and mo-^ 
tives, — new ways and works, which are in 
them " as a well of water springing up 
" into everlasting life." 

Thus, by the powerful energy of the 
Holy Spirit, a work of grace and holiness 
is begun here, and will be completed in a 
state of perfect happiness and glory on 
high. For the method of his operation 
upon the understanding widwill of man, 
we pretend not to account Our Saviour 
said to Nicqdemus, " The wind bloweth 
" where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
" sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 



^ it cotnethi or whither it goeth ; 8o is 
^« every one that isbom of the Spirit." But, 
my friends, though his influence, be thus 
secret and unaccoiuxtable, yet his effects, 
we are n»mred$ are powerful and mighty, 
and extend to all, even the most sinful^ 
who feel the need o£ a Saviour, who pray 
for aid, and diligently use the means of 
grace appointed. Through the medium 
of the word of God, the ordinances of 
the gospely and the dispensations of pro- 
vidence, the influences of the Holy Spirit 
are rendered effectual for the conversion 
of sipners, — ^for the comfort and edifica* 
tion of believers, and for training them up 
unto a meetness for participating in ^^ the 
^^ glorious inheritance of the saints in 
« light." 

Now, in these two particulars already 
mentioned, our justification and sancti- 
fication, consists our deliverance from 
spiritual death, and our exaltation to spi- 
ritual life; for by these we are freed from 
the guilt, the power and pollution of sin^ 
which constituted spiritual death, and are 
restored to the divine image, which is the 
true life of the souL 
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(Hiirdy This eternal life indtirdes^^ in xt 
deliverance from the stit^ of affliction 
aodtdeatlu ; i ' • 

. These evils are • the fruits of 8in,~4he 
fatal effects of man* s ^afpostacy from God« 
Though Jesus Christ has made a com- 
plete satisfaction for sin^< fae^ has not 
thought fit to grant his people a total ex<- 
emption from sin and its effects,, so long 
as they continue in this state of trial and 
imperfection, — a state which is intended 
by God as a preparation for another and 
a better. We are sent into this world of 
sin and sorrow to fit and form us for a 
life of perfect holiness and unmixed 
happiness in that which is to come. The 
afflictions of the present life are the 
means of training us up for a meetness 
for that blessed state, in which we shall 
enjoy a complete freedom from sin and 
suffering, where the wise ends of divine 
providence are fulfilled by us in this worlds 
Our blessed Redeemer has indeed taken 
the sting out of affliction, and rendered it 
subservient to our good. As he has sus- 
tained, in our room, the full punishment 
whicli our iniquities deserved, the afflic- 
tioHH of his people are not sent as the pu- 
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nishmetit of sin, — ^they are not to be con- 
sidered as the judgments of an offended 
Greater and Judge^ but as the chastize^ 
ment of a loving father, designed and 
fitted to correct and amend the faults of 
his dear^ though disobedient children. 
Thus, when his people go astray, he sends 
the rod of affliction as the means of bring- 
ing them back to himself, making it, in- 
stead of being a curse, a salutary medi- 
cine, which serves to restore the health, 
to confirm the vigour, and thus to pro*- 
mote the life of the soul. 

The true servants of Jesus Christ,— 
they to whom is granted the promise of 
eternal life, have the fiiUest assurance, 
that from the various evils of mortality, 
they shall at last obtain complete deliver- 
ance. Even death itself, the last enemy 
whom they are called on to encounter, and 
^^ through fear of whom many are all their 
^^ lifetime subject to bondage," is de- 
prived of his sting, and his power is over- 
thrown^ W«e death to appear in all its 
native terrors, it were an object of aver- 
sion indeed ; but there is nothing truly 
formidable in death, which the blessed 
Redeemer of mankind has not now van- 
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qoidiei and remoired* Bj hb 
ticm, fufferings and death, he hath cod- 
queied death fi>r us, and divested him of 
all his power to terrify or tenai&at hia 
people. Hence the real Qiristian can 
look the king of tenors in the 6oe witb- 
ont disroajf assured, that when called to 
walk throa^ the dark vall^, he need 
fear no evil, for the great Redeeaser of 
mankind will strengthen and comfiHt hia 
sonL Instead of shrinking firom death as 
a formidable foe, he wOl rather long for 
his approach, and welcome him as a 
messenger of peace ;^-*emboldened bj the 
persnasion, ^ that neither death, nor life^ 
^^ nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
^ ers, nor things present, nor things to 
^^ come, shall be able to separate him 
^ firom the love of (rod which is in Girist 
^ Jesus his Lord" In the near prospect 
of dissolution, he can join in this trium- 
j^ant song : ^ I am now ready to be o& 
^ fered up, and the time of m j departure 
^ b at hand. — I have fought a good fight, 
«* -^I have finished my course, — I have 
^ kept the faith,i — ^Lord, now lettest thou 
^ thy servant depart in peace, for mine 
^ eyes have seen thy salvation." 
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Faurthf This eternal life, w^idi 19 to be 
found in Christ, includes in it deliverance 
fj?om the pains of hell, and firom deadi it* 
self at the resurrection. 

Misery and death throughout eternity 
are the turages of sin^ This is the reward 
whidb the wicked shall receive^ In their 
everlasting punishment, shall tibie offend^ 
ed holiness and injured justice of the Al* 
na%hty be manifested. But our gracicnos 
Redeemer havmg satined the demands 
of justice^ and endured the curBe of the 
law, hath rescued believers from the 
power of the grave, and delivered them 
from the wrath to come. They sAiaU not 
enter into that place of torment, where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quen- 
ched. This is reserved as the portion of 
h3^ocrites and unbelievers— of those who 
forget God, and obey not the Gospel of 
his Son. ^ But, blessed is he/' saith John 
itii his vision, " who hath part in the first 
^ resurrection; on such the second death 
^ hath no power, but they shall be priestsr 
^^ of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
^^ with him for ever." 

The Lord Jesus, by his resurrectk>n 
from the grave, h§th given the fullest as-^ 
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isitrance to 4ill' believers of a happy r£lsur- 
TOction ta eternal life. "But now is 
^^ Christ risen from the dead," says the 
apostle, " and become the first fruits of 
" them that slept." As the first Adam 
by his transgression became the woful 
source of death to all his natural descen* 
dants ; so Christ, the second Adam, by his 
obedience unto death, has become the 
fountain of life and happiness to all his 
spiritual ofispring, who, accordingly, are 
said to be " begotten again, by the resiuv 
<^ rection from the dead, to the lively hope 
^ of an inheritance that is incorruptible, 
^^ uhdefiled, aftd that fadeth not away, re- 
" served in heaven for those who are 
" kept by the power of God through 
" faith unto salvation." Hence is it, that 
the second Adam is called a " quickening 
'^ spirit," having the same power and ef- 
ficacy of communicating spiritual life in 
all its fulness to his adopted children, as 
the first Adam had to transmit death 
with all its consequences to his natural 
posterity. And these blessings, which 
Christ has purchased for his people, ex- 
tend to their bodies as well as to their 
souls. For as the body of Christ was 
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raisfi4;WPrfrom tiie grave, so shall tihe 
bodies, of his people ^so be raised unto 
glofy. f^ I.will raosom them," ha says, 
."from the power of the grave. I will 
" redeem theio> from death. death! I 
" will be thy plague ! O grave ! Iwill be 
" thy . destruction 1" * 

AIthQ^gh saints as well as sinners are^ 
in one sense, subject to death, and al- 
though their bodies must for a time be 
consigned to moulder in the dust, yet 
Christ hath to the former made the grave 
a bed of rest, and hath assured them, that 
their bodies shall be raised up again, pu- 
rified fromthe dross that now defiles them, 
freed from the seeds of weakness and 
decay, and spiritualized and glorified like 
to that of the human nature glorified in 
the person of the Son of God. "It 
" was sown in corruption,— it shall be 
" raised in incorruption ;— it was sown in 
" dishonour, — it shall be raised in glory ; 
" — it was sown in weakness, — it shall 
" be raised in |3ower ; — it was sown a 
" natural body, — it shall be raised a spiri- 
" tual body. Behold I shew you a rays- 
" stery, — we shall not all sleep, but we 
** shall be changed. In a moment, in the 
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^^ twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet, 
^^ the dead shall be raised intorruptible, 
^< and we shall be changed. !^or this cor- 
^^ ruptible must put on incorrapticm, — 
^^ this mortal must put on immortality. 
<^ — So when this corruptible shall have 
^^ put on incorruption, and this mortal 
«< immortality, then shall be bvoi^ht to 
<^ pass the saying that is written, Death 
^ is swallowed op in victory.** Then 
shall the righteous^ shine forth like the 
sun in the kingdom of the Fa&er, andi 
the glorified frame^ reunited to the im^ 
mortal spirit, shdl be conveyed to the 
blessed presence of the Redeemer, and 
admitted into the regions of unbounded 
love and bliss. 

In the fifth and last place, This' eter«» 
nal life, which is promised to the faith- 
ful, includes the full and everlasting pos- 
session of the joys and glories of heaven. 

This indeed is life,— this is happiness 
in the highest sense and largest extent. 
But what, or how great these joys are, it 
is impossible for you to conceive, far less 
for me to describe. " Eye hath not seen, 
^* ear hath not heard, nor can it enter 
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what a bountiful €rod and Redeemer 
hath provided, and will bestow upon those 
who are admitted to dwell with him for 
ever. The perfect knowledge of these 
things is, for wise reasons, withheld from 
us while we remain in this the land of our 
pilgrimage. Our Creator hath set certain 
bounds and limits to our knowledge of 
the world of spirits^ beyond which the 
utmost efforts of man cannot pass. It 
is in mercy to us that he hath drawn a 
veil between heaven and earth, through 
which no human eye is able to penetrate. 
Were the happiness of the righteous fully 
revealed, — were the celestial abodes laid 
open to our view, — such a discovery 
would present objects too vast, and ex- 
cite feelings too strong, for human na^ 
ture to bear. It would overpower our 
weak faculties, render us discontented 
with our present condition, disqualify us 
for the duties of life, and fill our souls 
with the most painful longings for that 
happy day, when we shall be transported 
from this valley of tears to the regions of 
everlasting felicity and glory. 

As much, however, is revealed, as is. 
sufiicient to convince us, that the happi-^ 
c c 
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nesB of the heavenly world shall cain{irie^ 
hend all kinds i^f pure and de%htfal en* 
joyment If ereh an inspired iq^oi^H 
though caught into the third heavens, 
was so deeply impressed^ so enraptured 
with the ^prospect, that ^ whether he was 
<^ in the body,or'outof the body^ he ocmid 
*f not tell,''— "-if even he found hilnaelf 
unequal to the tadc, how feeble mtist all 
our attempts be to set forth the blessedi^ 
ness of the future and eternal life of the 
sHii|34s l--^a life proceeding from the Grea-r 
tor and B4ikr of the nniyerse^ the fooui^ 
tain of being and happiness,-*^ life pur^ 
dhased for sinners by the humiliation, suf- 
ferings and death of one of the same na<- 
ture and perfections with the Father, 
clothed in human flesh, — ^a life, to render 
meet for the enjoyment of which, the 
Holy Spirit takes up his abode in the 
souls of men, — a life in which we shall 
enjoy the beatific vision of Jehovah, and 
stanrd continually in his presence, in 
which we shall behold the glory of the 
exalted Redeemer without a cloud, or any 
interposed veil ; — a life in which we shall* 
bid an eternal adieu to sin and corrup- 
tion, temptation and sorrow, in which we 



shall love and iroarallip, sdor^«Kid seryie, 
without wearioess, without imperfection, 
without interruption, and without end ; 
-^-a life in which we shell attain continu- 
ally -to higher measure of holiness, and, 
conisiequentlj, to subliroer eojoyments, as 
our desires and capacities enlarge.— 
I^uch a life as this n^uat indeed infinitely 
surpass the most iinboun4fid expectation9 
and the moat ^isalted widiies qf the soofi 
of God. 

How boiindless are the stores of bli99» 
which, erer new and ever increasing, God 
is at all times exfianding and presenthe^ 
unto them ! How endless the joys which 
Infinite Goodness can impart io the soitl, 
then susceptible of never-ending im- 
provement ! While eternity rolls on^ be 
will still be unfolding new beauties to 
their enraptured view, and tuning theif 
hearts to loftier strains in th^ antbana 
of the heavenly choir. That river of 
pleasure, which runs in the midst of the 
paradise of Gt)d, shall continue equaUy 
full, after millions of millions of happy 
creatures have through as many ages 
been drinking of its life-giving streams. : 
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Thus have I endeavoured to explain 
the nature of the promise in my text ; 
and if I have been enabled to do any sort 
of justice to my subject, and if you have 
heard with attention what has been ddi- 
vered, you m,ust surely be convinced, that 
It is an object worthy of your highest 
desire and ambition' j^^n object which^ 
when obtained, wilL infinitely overba-* 
lai^ce all the inconveniences and habd-: 
ships which you may feel in the pursuit. 
So that, in point <)f interest, it is your 
deepest wisdom, as it is your bounden 
duty, to have immediate recourse to that; 
all-sufficient Saviour, who alone has this 
inestimable gift at his disposal. The 
great and glorious change, from a state 
of wrath and misery to that of grace and 
happiness, from death to life, is the work 
of Jesus Christ He begins by sending 
down the influence of his Holy Spirit. 
He carries it on. He completes it ; for 
he left the bosom of the Father, and dwelt 
amongst men, that he might procure this 
life for us, and was exalted to the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, that he 
might there act as our Intercessor and 
Mediator, and, finally, might bestow 
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on US the crown of eternal life. From 
first to last, then, eternal life is his gift, 
r— a gift which he offers toall, and which 
he is willing to bestow on them who lis- 
ten to the joyful sound of his message of 
peace, and come to him that they may 
be saved. 

But, my friends, will all partake of this 
gift, and accept of his gracious offer ? 
The Scriptures answer in the negative to 
this inquiry, because all will not comply 
with the condition upon which it can be 
theirs. Christ is the "• Author of eter- 
" nal life and salvation to all them," 
but to them only, " who obey him." 
This obedience has respect to his whole 
m&diatorial office. Would you inherit 
eternal life, then, must you obey him, — 
as your Prophet or Instructor in the di- 
vine will, — as your Priest, making atone- 
ment and intercession for your sins,— 
and as your King, who, by his provi- 
dence, word, and spirit, subdues you to 
himself, and defends you from your spi- 
ritual enemies. As such must you hura- 
•bly trust in his sacrifice for acceptance 
with God, and commit your souls, with 
all your dearest interests, to his care 
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and keeping. You must count hH your 
own works as loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus your Lord. 
You must solely rely on his merits for 
patd^tiy holiness, and eternal life^ 

As your King, you must obey and hOp 
nour the Lord Jesus. You must not 
merely b6nd the knee ^d bow the head 
in the outward forms of religious woiv 
ship, nor call him ** Lord, Lord,** ren- 
dering a formal and lifeless service ; but 
you must isubmit your hearts to Imti, 
—bring your inclinations^ tempers, tod 
afiections under subjection to his autho- 
rity, and worship him in spirit and in 
truth. We are solemnly assured, that 
those " who obey not the gospel," L e. 
who receive not Jesus Christ as the pro- 
pitiation for sin, and the advocate with 
the Father, shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord and the glory of his power* 
Such as refuse to receive him for their 
King, he thus decisively condemns : 
" Those, mine enemies, who would not 
" that I should reign over them, bring 
" them hither and slay them before 
« me.'' 



Tkm ttwst yott receive Christ Jesus, i| 
you wouldl wirfi to be partakers of th^t 
precioua piK)mise of eternal life which i^ 
contained m my tact ^y He that hath^ 
^^ the Son hath life^ and he that hath not 
^ the Son of God^ hath not life," i. e. h^ 
shall be condemned;— he wiU die in hi» 
sins^ andji so dying, ^iU endure thQ bitter 
pains qf eternal death. But they who 
come to Christ shall live,-r-they shall npt 
be overcome of the second death, — they 
shall have life, even life for evermore. 
^ He that believeth on me,'* says our 
blessed Redeemer, " though he were 
^ dead, jet shall he live ; and whosoever 
" liveth and believeth on me, shall never 
« die.'^ They shall be kept by the power 
of God through faith imto salvation. 
None shall be able to pluck them ou^ 
of the hand of Him who is able to save 
to the uttermost all who come imto God 
through him, and to whom all power ii^ 
heaven and on earth is committed. 

Such are the persons to whom the 
promise of eternal life is conveyed. L^t 
me, therefore, earnestly and affectionate- 
ly call upon every one whose consciences 
testify against them on account of sin, 
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whose hearts plainly bear witness to 
them that they have neither part nor lot 
in this matter, speedily to lay hold on 
Jesus Christ, as he is freely offered to them 
in the gospel. He came down from hea- 
ven, suffered, bled, and died, that " you 
^* might not perish, but might have life/' 
And will you thus, with the knowledge 
of the truth before you, wilftdly perish ? 
Will you not accept of the offer so graci- 
ously made ? Will you not give diligence 
to make your calling and your election 
sure ? Will you prefer the fleeting enjoy- 
ments of time to that ever-during hap- 
piness he is ready to bestow ? \yill you 
be more active, more earnest, more an- 
xious to obtain the corruptible things of 
this life, which so often disappoint your 
expectations, and must soon be taken 
away, than to possess that incorruptible 
inheritance which God hath promised to 
the faithful in Christ at the termination 
of their earthly pilgrimage ? 

What, Christian, though thy way be 
rugged, — ^be often beset with briars and 
thorns, and broken by calamity ! — What 
though thy dearest earthly comforts be 
removed, and unexpected tribulations 
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arise to try thy faith and constancy ? — 
Still let none of these things move thee, 
that thou mayest finish thy course in joy. 
In patience possess thy soul. After a 
few more struggles and trials, you shall 
be conducted to that happy land, where 
sin, and sorrow, and sighing, are for ever 
excluded; where " the wicked cease 
" from troubling, and the weary are at 
'' rest" 

Let not then, my brethren, your af- 
fections be set on things seen and tem- 
poral, but on those which are unseen 
and eternal. Often direct your eyes, 
and lift up your hearts to the place 
where God and his Anointed dwell, and 
into which you hope to be at last re- 
ceived. Live as strangers here, who 
seek for an abode on high, whose foun- 
dations are everlasting, whose builder 
and maker is (xod ; that the promise of 
eternal life to the faithful may be accom- 
plished toward you*— Jmen and Amen. 
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